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J merica s —/ummer 


@ Every man a recognized specialist in 
his Department, both as Educator and 
Author. and true to the Christian Fun- 


damentals. 


WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 


7. , 


WINONA LAKE SCHOOL * THEOLOGY 





eminary” 


@ An opportunity for ministers, teachers, 
students and others to devote vacation 
time to highly profitable study. 





Two Semesters of 15 days 


each, July 9th to August 11th 








Prof. J. A. Huffman 


Dean 
Study of the Holy 
Spirit 
Pauline Epistles 
Greek New Testament 
cs 








COURSES 


Old Testament (the Pentateuch), Study of the Holy Spirit, 
New Testament (Gospels and Pauline Epistles), Psychology and 
Religion, Sermon Delivery, The Origin of Religion, Greek New 
Testament, Beginner’s Greek. 


‘Jy “" ‘ r T Ty ry. al ‘ 
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

For students to acquire extra credits to speed up their 
preparation. 

For students to make up needed credits. 

For ministers who began their active work before com- 
pleting their preparation, to complete the same during summer 
vacations. 

For Pastors to renew their habits of systematic study, to re- 
ceive inspiration and obtain help in relation to present day, 
critical problems. 

For Teachers, employed during the regular school year, to 
-arn credits toward higher degrees. 

For Missionaries to devote parts of furloughs to profitable 
study. 

For Sunday School Teachers to rcecive equipment for better 
service. 


Courses leading to the degrees: 
B. D., M. A. (in Theology, M.A. (in Rel. Ed.) and Th. B. 


Almost a score of denominations and about as many states 
and several foreign countries were represented in the 1935 
session. 


A Place Where Work and Recreation Blend 
Admirable for Ministers’ and Missionaries’ Families 


Winona Lake is one of America’s beauty spots. It is away 
from the noise, heat and dirt of the city. Here are woodlands, 
lake, hillsides, valleys, trees, birds and flowers. Besides, here 
is to be had instruction with teachers who are among America’s 
greatest, and delightful fellowship with students of various de- 
nominations who are of the same precious faith. 


Work may be pursued in one or both semesters 


A Twelve Page Prospectus giving complete details of the 1936 
Session may be had for the asking. Address the Dean. 











Prof. G. H. Bost 


Sermon Delivery 





Prof. S. M. Zwemer 
Origin of Religion 





Prof. M. Weir 
Gospels 
Beginner’s Greek 





WINONA LAKE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, MARION, 


INDIANA 
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Conference for Ministers 
and Other Religious Workers 


at 






Union Theological 
Seminary 


Three One-Week Units 
July 7-11 »13-17 » 20-24 


Enroll for one, two, or three weeks 


Lectures, Discussions on Preaching 


|| © Problems of Religious Leadership | 
@ Recent Results in Scholarship 
® Contemporary Social Issues 


|| FACULTY includes : 


| Henry Sloane Coffin, Walter M. Horton, 
Kenneth S. Latourette, Edmund B. Chaf- 
fee, Charles A. Hawley, Harold C. Phil- 
lips, John C. Bennett, Ernest F. Scott, 
| Henry P. Van Dusen, Harrison S. Elliott, 
| Henry H. Tweedy, and others. 

| 

| 


SIX WEEKS SUMMER SESSION 


July 7 to August 14. (For Min- 
isters, Professors and others) 











Address: Director of Summer Courses 


Union Theological Seminary 


3041 Broadway New York City 
‘ —— 























ART WINDOWS 


AT SMALL COST 
@ Enjoy the luxury of 
Beautiful Art Glass Win- 
dows by the use of .... 
“‘WINDOWPHANIE”’ 
Stained Glass Effects. 


Rich in appearance. 
Low in price. Lasts a 
lifetime. Ask for free samples and catalog. 


C. M. Malz — 65 Fifth Ave., New York 











TO PERPETUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is 
some man or woman who 
would welcome the suggestion of Golden- 
Voiced Deagan Tower Chimes as a 
stately and living memorial to a_ departed 
loved one. May wetell you the full story? 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
190 Deagan Building CHICAGO 


DEAGAN 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


Jower Uhimes. 











“One of the most delightful travel books on the Holy Land issued in any age”’ 


FOOTPRINTS 
IN PALESTINE 











By MADELEINE S. MILLER 


WILLIAM LYON PHELPS says:—“Com- 
bines Keen observation with steady en- 
thusiasm. It is an admirable guide to the 
Holy Land, an inspired and inspiring book 





of travel.” 






have 


HOW TO INCREASE 


CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


ROGER W. BABSON 


and Members of the Commission 
on Church Attendance, etc. 


A cyclopedic work on every phase 
of Church work, including: Causes 
for the Decline; Improving the Mem- 
bership; Helping the People Econom- 
ically; Vitalizing the Sermon and Wor- 
ship; Improving the Church Structure; 
The Home; Young People; Week-Day 
Religious Education; Church Advertis- 
ing, etc. With chart, $1.50 


“THOU ART THE CHRIST” 
By A. A, ACTON 

Dr. Acton faces the critical questions 
pertaining to the unique Personality and 
work of our Lord with an understanding 
knowledge of the issues involved. He 
clarifies several matters that have con- 
fused earnest people and offers satisfy- 
ing explanations. $1.35 





“This book is beautiful literature and adequate scholarship, 
.. but in addition, there is more reverence, 
more of facts, and more—much more—of Christ in Mrs. Mil- 
ler’s volume than in any other book on Palestine that I 
read.”’ — Richmond 
beautifully illustrated. 


more of beauty, 


Christian Advocate. Copiously and 
Foreword by Field Marshal Allenby. 
$9.50 


HE THAT GIVETH 


By JOHN E. SIMPSON, D. D. 
Author of ‘“‘This Grace Also”’ 

A Study of the Stewardship of 
Money as Taught in the Scriptures. 
“To lay upon our young people the prin- 
ciples of Christian Stewardship, and to 
lead them to see that the Christianiza- 
tion of the world rests on the consecra- 
tion of their possessions to God, is the 


supreme task of the Church.”—Foreword. 
Cloth $1.00, paper $.60. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS 


A Study of the Atonement 


JOSEPH A. VANCE, D.D., LL.D. 
Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. 

Dr. Vance is recognized as a clear- 
thinking preacher and a constructive re- 
ligious leader and in this study of the 
Lord’s Passion he combines robust 
thought and expression with helpful, de- 
votional sentiment. 75c 


LEARING 


N THE WEST 


NELLIE L. McCLUNG 


“Nellie McClung has left her mark in the West. SI ; 
She reproduces the spirit with all the power of 


she knows its spirit. 


plain straightforward English, in the saga of her life. t 
novel, it is ‘more interesting in many ways.”—Montreal an 00 


At All Bookstores 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Avenue 


She grew up with it; 






It reads like a 


New York 
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THE EDITOR’S DRAWER 
v 
Easter to Pentecost 

Seldom do I let a commercial spirit 
get into this column. But one of our 
readers recently left a suggestion re- 
garding the “Easter to Pentecost” pro- 
gram advertised on a page in this 
magazine which should be passed to 
others. He was discussing the use of 
the little vest pocket “Book of Acts’ 
with the daily reading program. The 
price of these as advertised is two 
cents each. 


“T am going to put a lot of them 
on a table on Easter with a placard 
stating that they are “Two for a 
Nickel.’ I will suggest that wor- 
shippers take two copies, one for 
themselves and one to give to some 
one who might not otherwise think of 
reading the book of Acts during this 
season. And by this method the little 
books will pay for themselves.” 


Here is a splendid way to get dis- 
tribution of the books and, at the 
same time, to help build the idea that 
the weeks from Easter to Pentecost 
should be observed by all Christians 


in some appropriate way. 
Wiiiam H. Leacu. 
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Amazing Sales 


Looking At Marriage 


er 
Offer the Attractive Convenient and 
' i ‘HE acceptance of these book- Inexpensive Method by which this Ol] 
lets, by the clergy, as an aid in fact has been attested over and over ar 


their marital ministry has been 
one of the amazing events of the 
past six months. 


Commended by the Press 


“The subject of marital relations is 
treated in the first brochure, and this 
delicate subject is handled in a way 


349 


IN MULTIPLIED SMALL AMOUNTS 
THERE ARE FINANCIAL RESOURCES 


For encouraging your Church or other Christian enterprise 





Our Dime Inlay Booklets 


again by many Churches, Sunday 
Schools, Missionary Boards, Hos- 
pitals, and Kindred Organizations. 
Try them! 


The Dollar In Dimes Collector 
Capacity, 10 Dimes 
This is a very handy pocket device 
in which a dollar in ten cent pieces 
may be collected or contributed by 
the sympathizer with your financial 
aims. 


























In Colors 





not to offend the taste of the most ex- Size, 2% x 2% inches. Price, $3.00 per hundred. 





acting person. There is very little 100 Filled Bring.......... $100 300 Filled Bring.......... $300 
left unsaid that youth should know, 200 Filled Bring.......... $200 400 Filled Bring.......... $400 
In Colors EO PRI oben ooo Vet hec eves see $1,000 


but nothing is said that could pos- 
sibly be construed as salacious or de- 
basing. . . . Both are worth-while vol- 
umes and no young couple should en- 
ter the marital relationship without 
them.”—From Married Happiness. 


“DIME GLEANER” 
Collects Fifty Dimes 
Price, $6.00 Per Hundred 


“DOLLAR IN DIMES” “DIME HELPER” “HELPING HAND” 
Collects Ten Dimes Collects Twenty Dimes Collects Thirty Dimes 
Price, $3.00 Per Hundred Price, $5.00 Per Hundred Price, $5.50 Per Hundred 


Samples will be sent FREE on request 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., Box 2, 296 Broadway, New York 


“Two excellent pamphlets embody- Church and Sunday School Supplies of Every Discription. 


ing a liberal-minded minister’s advice 
to the recently married and those 
about to take the step.”-—From Parents. 
PRICES: 
Book I. Mating 25c; 5 for $1.00. ( 
Book II. Making the House a Home 
25c; 5 for $1.00 


Both booklets, together in a gift 
box 50c. 

Church World Press, Inc. 
Auditorium Bldg. Cleveland, Ohio 














THE CHURCHES CAN’T GO RED « « « 
Reprints, in booklet form, of the article by William H. Leach which 
.appeared in the February 1936 issue of Church Management. 
25 copies, $1.00 * Per 100 copies, $3.75 
Auditorium Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Per copy, 5c * 
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YQ n Cue 
Pastoral Letter 


Prepared by Dr. William H. Leach, 
Editor of Church Management 




















THEN - CAPIE.- EASTER-PIORN 
THE RESURRECTION is an historical fact, y 
but to those who beheve, it is much more- “St w an 
experience of | 
FG od the darkest day in human hist 
ed. our Lord~laid Him in a grave 


When. the sun sank that ny , human hope also died 
| Darkness had conquered light; fear had mastered 








Beautifully printed in delicate col- 


CORN 
Early those who loved Hi ‘hy ° P ° 
; ee ors, the Crosses being in silver. A 


But te wae not there tHe had risen. And with Him 


Tose and courage and and And because : 
Fae de Le that the bh} degre 4 reading of this exceptional Easter 

On tne Parter yr ant’ Jeri ay message will be succeeded by an | 
fat. ai even more careful and appreciative 

fo th Hes age wi pd ie study of its inspired and triumphant 


expression of faith in the resurrec- 

tion triumph of our Lord. Then you 

sian aha will want to keep it always in your 

ra — a own mind and heart. But that is 

not all. You will want every mem- 

ber of your congregation to experi- 

ence the same sense of happy possession. Although it is ideal as 

a personal expression of the Pastor’s Easter Friendship for his 

people, nothing better as a program folder could be had than 
“Then came Easter Morn.” 


Folded its size is 5% x 8% inches. Price $2.00 per hundred, $7.50 


for 500; $15.00 per thousand. Square white envelopes, 35c per 
hundred. Sample free upon request. 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. 
Auditorium Building 
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Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 


Cleveland, Ohio 
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FIRST SUNDAY 
ACTS 1—4 





n recognition of the importance of the weeks from 

Easter to Pentecost, and, in consideration of the 
pledges of others, I agree to attend divine service once 
each Sunday during these weeks and, in addition, will 
reread, during this period the entire Book of Acts. 


jansayuagg 


Signed 


PLEASE NOTE READING PROGRAM ON BORDER OF CARD 




















FOURTH SUNDAY FIFTH SUNDAY SIXTH SUNDAY 
ACTS 13—16 ACTS 17—20 ACTS 21-24 











Churches which plan to observe this season will 
help their people to understand the significance of 


these important weeks. 


Attendance, with the corresponding liberal offer- 
ings will be carried later into the season, helping to 


avoid the summer slump. 


Caster |S APRIL 19th 


Whitsunday MAY 31 


@ Secure your material and announce 
this program on Easter when the at- 
tendance is the greatest. 


PLAN AN ATTENDANCE 
PROGRAM FROM EASTER 
TO PENTECOST « « « 








These Items will Help You! 


t. Pledge Card. A card which secures a 
pledge of attendance and Bible reading 
during the seven weeks from Easter to 
Pentecost. 

Price 60c per 100; 300 or more 50c 
per 100. 


2. Vest Pocket Book of Acts, with a 
daily reading program which covers the 
entire book in the seven weeks. 
30c¢ a dozen; 100 or more $2.00 per 100. 


3. Tracts for Building Attendance. 


(a) “From Easter to Pentecost.’ This 
story of the founding of the 
Christian Church. 

(b) “A Seven Day Clock.” An argu- 
ment for regular Sabbath wor- 
ship. 

(c) “My Bible House.” 
Bible Analysis. 

(d) “What Happens When We Wor- 
ship.’ The Psychology of wor- 
ship. 

(e) “Finding the Stars.” 
and Inspirational. 

(f) “Pray it Up; Say it Up; Pay it 
Up.” To encourage regular at- 
tendance and contributions. 

Prices of Tracts, 60c per 100; 300 or more 
50c per 100. Assorted orders at the quan- 
tity price. Samples free upon request. 


Interesting 


Devotional 
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The Gulf Between Ministers And Laymen 


The writer finds that there ts a growing gulf between the minister 


and his laymen. 


In this article he points out the responsibility of 


the clergyman for this gulf. 


N his Lyman Beecher Lectures, Dr. 

Charles E. Jefferson said that the 

Church represents the organic unity 
of three elements—ministers, laymen, 
and the Gospel. Of these three elements 
the only certain and dependable one is 
the Gospel, with its message of experi- 
ence and insight into the love and labor 
of God. Consequently the life of the 
Church depends in no small way upon 
what ministers and laymen—as the ques- 
tionable quantities—bring to the rela- 
tionship in understanding and in per- 
sonal quality of living. There are two 
ways in which they thus weaken or 
strengthen the organic unity of them- 
selves and the Gospel which makes up 
the Church. First, through the sincerity 
and the understanding of their belief 
and practice concerning the Christian 
faith; and second, through the quality of 
mutual cooperation and understanding 
which exists between them both. 


Past estimates of the Church and its 
strength have dealt largely with the be- 
lief and practice of ministers and lay- 
men, while neglecting the important em- 
phasis of the mutual relations of these 
two groups. Yet it is here that many 
things are happening to deaden the im- 
pact of the Gospel, and to sap the 
Strength of the Church as an institu- 
tion. 


One of the outstanding phenomena of 
present church life is the wide difference 
that appears between ministers and lay- 
men on matters of Christian strategy 
and Christian belief. These differences 
prevent the mental and spiritual union 
of ministers and laymen—a union that is 
essential to the organic unity of the 


*Minister, Second Congregational Church, 


Biddeford, Maine. 





Church and to the virility of the Chris- 
tian enterprise. 

An examination of some of the causes 
of this growing gulf is needed. However, 
let it be remembered that this appraisal 
is largely from the ministers’ point of. 
view. 

I 

Ministers are expected to bear a bur- 
den in our Protestant churches which 
they are not qualified to bear. The min- 
ister’s effort—the sermon—is made the 
center of attraction. And for the ma- 
jority of the congregation the service 
stands or falls by whether or not they 
have appreciated the sermon. Let the 
minister fail to preach the kind of ser- 
mon the congregation had expected, and 
many will remain away on succeeding 
Sundays. Whether the minister is a 
first class preacher or not, he is eventu- 
ally and unduly penalized because of 
this unjust burden imposed on him when 
his personal effort is made the center 
of the service. The majority of laymen 
have overlooked the fact that a church 
service should be primarily a meeting 
with God—not with a man. They ex- 
pect to find in the church service either 
cultural entertainment or spiritual en- 
lightenment from a man, rather than a 
Divine presence bringing forgiveness and 
spiritual renewal. 

There is a paragraph in George A. 
Gordon’s autobiography that has per- 
tinence here. In speaking of Scotland, 
Dr. Gordon says: 

“IT recall an instance of going to a 
church that seated 1700, and the 
church was packed to the doors. The 
sermon was a critical essay on Gala- 
tians and very poor at that. 
When I went out I walked behind 


three or four constant worshippers 
that I might catch their comment, 


By Frederick M. Meek* 


and I got this: “Dry today, wasn’t 
he?” “Aye.” “Drier than usual?” 
“Aye.” Another piped up, “Na, na; 
just about his usual.” But the 1700 
people would be back next Sunday. 
There is something fine and high 
about this . . that the people are 
not going to allow their relation to 
God to be disturbed by the incom- 
petence of the minister, or their wor- 
ship marred.” (My Education and 
Religion by George A. Gordon, p. 117 
—by permission of John Gordon.) 

God himself knows that we ministers 


are very incompetent with even the best 
intentions and the best efforts in the 
world. 

The minister himself cannot carry the 
burden of the service of the House of 
God. And where he or his people try 
to make it so, the result is disastrous, 
producing a psychological gulf between 
the failing minister and the laymen ever 
expectant of a minor spiritual titillation 
or mental enlightenment. Public wor- 
ship must be recovered for the public 
worship of God. Neither ministers nor 
laymen can carry the burden of God in 
this matter of worship. And because, 
between us, all too often we try to do so, 
there is a restlessness between pulpit 
and pew that results in a peripatetic 
clergy, and a laity anxious to find in 
the church semi-religious and cultural 
entertainment. 


It 

Laymen are proud of standing in a 
tradition that will permit no individual 
or institution to tell them what they 
must believe. But unfortunately many 
go on to interpret this as meaning that 
it is not necessary to have organized re- 
ligious beliefs and points of view. They 
forget that the privilege of the right of 
individual judgment carries with it a 
responsibility to exercise that right, and 
that when the right is not used, it be- 
comes non-existent. This lack of posi- 
tive organized religious belief widens the 
gulf between the clergy and laity. But 
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A Very Modern But Ancient 


Landmark 


HE Marble Collegiate Church, lo- 

cated at Fifth Avenue and Twenty- 

ninth Street, New York City, is the 

oldest Protestant Church in Amer- 
ica, as well as the oldest Church build- 
ing on Fifth Avenue. It has long been 
a landmark on that famous thorough- 
fare. The Minister is Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale, who is sometimes referred to 
as the youngest Minister on Fifth 
Avenue. 

For more than seventy-five years this 
Church has been a platform for prac- 
tically every great denominational and 
interdenominational interest of the 
Christian Church. Standing as it has 
for years on this great Avenue, its influ- 
ence has extended around the world. It 
ranks as one of the most noted sanc- 
tuaries of the Christian faith, having not 
only a distinguished history, but carrying 
forward today a virile, progressive and 
far-reaching program of Christian serv- 
ice. Its doors are thronged constantly 
by young and old who respond now as 
ever to the high challenge of Jesus 
Christ. 

This Church is distinguished by the 
fact that it has the largest Evening 
Service in New York City. This is all 
the more remarkable in view of the fact 
that many churches find it impossible to 
hold evening services. The mid-week 
service is also one of the largest in the 
city. It is a simple service of prayer, 
song, and meditation; yet the chapel of 
the Church is filled every Wednesday 
evening for the period of worship. 

The minister’s subjects are always 


meanwhile many of these same laymen 
accept orders for belief and conduct from 
the most rigid and biased conformities 
in the world—the conformity of political, 
social, economic and special privilege 
groups. And beliefs ahd practices that 
the clergy present as Christian belief 
and action are criticized from the point 
of view of this conformity, and not 
from the point of view of whether or not 
they are Christian. 


The clergy should be able to take for 
granted on the part of their people a 
workable knowledge of the essentials of 
the Christian faith—its background—its 
characters — its teachings — its sacred 
writings—its fundamental beliefs. But 
today the clergymen find that they can- 
not presuppose these things at all. Con- 
sequently they are handicapped both in 
their private conversation with individ- 
uals and in their preaching. Many 
times, as they try to win a hearing for 
a Christian point of view or attitude, 
they have to start so far back, that it 
is almost like having to teach the alpha- 
bet every week, in order that the people 
in whom they are interested can read a 
piece of literature that they should know 





*Director of Church Activities. 


By Merce E. Boyer* 


most timely and inspiring, dealing with 
the personal problems of people in a 
frank and simple manner. The service 
of music is rendered by the Church’s 
distinguished choir, a quartette univer- 
sally known because of their work in 
religious as well as concert fields. Rich- 
ard T. Percy is organist and choir di- 
rector; Sue Harvard, soprano; Helen 
Bard Nixon, contralto; Samuel Young- 
quist, tenor; Norman Jolliffe, baritone. 
During the Lenten Season it is neces- 
sary to adjourn the Mid-week services 
from the chapel into the main audi- 
torium, because of the large crowds 
which gather each Wednesday evening. 
The chapel is open three hundred 
sixty-five days of the year, and practical- 
ly every evening. The activities of the 
congregation are comprised of diversi- 
fied programs of interest and helpfulness 
for every age, including a summer camp 
in the Adirondack mountains. Scores of 
young people have been attracted not 
only to the weekly church events, but 
the Sunday congregations have been 
noticeably marked for the presence of 
large numbers of young men and women. 
For half a century and more, since 
this edifice was erected in 1854, the trend 
of the population on Manhattan Island 
has been northward, and it seems almost 
extraordinary that a Church located on 
lower Fifth Avenue, in the heart of the 
business section, should still be able to 
minister to throngs of people. This is 
due, without any doubt, to the marked 
pulpit power and the traditional hos- 
pitality of this ancient Church. 


or understand. The church will only 
succeed in bridging the gulf at this point 
as it enters seriously upon the task of 
Adult Religious Education. 

And bearing on this same point, how 
difficult is it to interest laymen in the 
abundant and splendid religious litera- 
ture and periodicals which are available. 
I know a parish with 450 different peo- 
ple on its lists. Its minister says that 
one woman who cannot attend church 
subscribes to the church paper. Three 
women take the missionary paper. And 
that is all the religious literature that 
goes into that parish. A few people have 
read some of the less recent religious 
books. Yet all these people read maga- 
zines and newspapers of varying degrees 
of worth. They all go to the movies and 
listen to the radio. Many of them read 
the best of general literature. But with 
no knowledge of present movements and 
currents in religious thinking and experi- 
ence, they sit in judgment on what the 
minister says, or on what Christianity 
can be expected to mean in our society. 

III 

The gulf between clergy and laity is 
further broadened because of differences 
of opinion concerning the method of 
achieving the end of the Christian 
faith—the creation of completely Chris- 
tian men and women in a Christian 






world. The average layman has a feel- 
ing of unreality when he contrasts the 
Christian world of the minister and the 
church, and the world that he knows. 
He senses the tremendous difference. 
But all too often he fails to realize its 
profound significance for the future— 
that of necessity there is coming a fight 
to the death between this Christ-denying 
way of life, and the Christ-affirming way 
of life. When the clergyman insists that 
this is coming inevitably—nay, that it is 
with us—the laymen who do not see and 
understand, remain on one side, and the 
clergymen who do see and understand, 
remain on the other side, of a gulf of 
purpose and interest. A result is seen in 
some Congregational-Christian Churches 
reading out of their fellowship the re- 
cently created Council for Social Action. 

At the same time it is often hard to see 
why the laymen should fall over them- 
selves to give suport to some of the vari- 
ous crusades to which the ministers have 
pointed. Far too often the minister has 
given the impression that he was repre- 
senting no one but himself—or perhaps 
some social movement party—that his 
ideals were his alone—or theirs alone— 
and that Christianity could be summed 
up in a social crusade for temperance or 
against the profit motive. The Church 
as an organization and the proponent 
of the Christian way of life was over- 
looked. The Christ, the triumphant 
leader, the Savior of the world, was sup- 
planted as a source of reference and in- 
spiration by The Nation, The Christian 
Century, Reinhold Niebuhr, and various 
research bureaus. 

When the laity see that the minister 
is representing no one but himself and 
his own ideas—or else the ideas and the 
practices of a political party or some so- 
cial group, they will be slow—so slow as 
to go backwards—in following him. Al- 
ways the minister must remember and 
must insist that he represents more than 
himself; and more than any secular 
group or party. Always he must remem- 
ber and insist that abundance of life 
for him as well as for the laity is best 
found when motives are changed and 
redirected, and ideas and emotions reas- 
sociated in and around the “fellowship 
of practising Christians” and their mas- 
ter, Christ. 

IV 

Many ministers who have tried to keep 
abreast of modern thought have pre- 
sented their message and point of view 
in such a way as to widen the gulf be- 
tween the clergy and laity. They have 
assumed that if they made a logical 
presentation of their ideas concerning 
the faith, conduct and social institutions, 
that the laity would travel faster than 
Sir Malcolm Campbell’s “Bluebird” to be 
logically correct. But there are few re- 
ports of traffic policemen installed to 
handle speeding crowds rushing to en- 
ter the Kingdom of God of the logically 
correct. The ministry has often been 
carrying along an old Roman-Stoic 
tradition under the guise of Christianity 
—the tradition that man is governed by 
his reason acting upon his will. Human 
experience denies the validity of any 
such idea. Certainly our Master realized 
its fallacy. While Jesus never in any 
sense slighted the intellect, yet it is true 
as Professor John MacMurray of London 
University has recently reminded us, 
that he insisted that life must be based 
on an emotional principle—the emotion 
of love. Much preaching and labor, par- 
ticularly of these recent days, has been 
the antithesis of the preaching and the 
(Turn to page 377) 
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The Chureh and The Social Order 


Mr. Loucks, a Chicago attorney, presents the point of view of 


Conference of Methodist laymen.* 


The address was originally 


given before the Council of Leaders of Summer Institutes of 
Methodist Youth. 


NE of the most important services 
O rendered by the church in the 
improvement of the social order 
is the selection of goals. Some of the 
goals which the church hopes will be 
reached in the next generation are: 
1. A warless world. 
2. A world without racial prejudices. 
3. A world which has a more equitable 
distribution of resources and wealth. 


Almost the entire membership of the 
church wishes to attain these goals. 
There is no division of purpose, but there 
is a decided difference of opinion as to 
the methods to be employed to achieve 
these goals. The greatest obstacle is the 
lack of unity in the attacking forces. 


One group is quite scholarly and al- 
truistic, but it does not come into active 
and intimate contact with human nature. 
The other group is less pedantic—but 
more practical. I think it was in an 
article in the Atlantic Monthly recently 
that the two factions were distinguished, 
one being referred to as the group of 
intellectuals, and the other as the in- 
telligent group. Both groups are neces- 
sary to progress. The intellectuals are 
far-sighted and are the first to catch 
sight of the goal. This goal, they at all 
times, see clearly. However, while they 
are far-sighted, they are not near- 
sighted and do not see clearly the ob- 
stacles that block their path to the final 
destination. The intelligent group, while 
not so far-sighted instinctively know the 
general direction they should take and 
see clearly the obstacles close at hand 
that must be overcome if the final des- 
tination is to be reached. The intel- 
lectuals propose plans which would be 
ideal if human nature did not have to 
be taken into account. The intelligent 
group realize the weaknesses of human 
nature and favor plans that are fitted to 
man as he really is and not as he 
should be. 


In order to secure a more equitable 
distribution of wealth, both groups unite 
in favoring employment for all physi- 
cally fit; minimum wages; unemployment 
insurance; old age pensions; elimination 
of child labor; and collective bargaining. 

One of the methods suggested by the 


“Information regarding the work of the Con- 
ference of Methodist Laymen (Unofficial) may 
be secured by writing the secretary, Wilbur 
Helm, 120 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
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intellectuals to improve conditions is to 
abolish capitalism and the profit system. 
This method is not favored by many 
laymen. Intellectuals say that capitalism 
has broken down. The intelligent group 
say that this is not true. They state 
certain elements of capitalism have 
broken down, and that capitalism is 
afflicted with malignant diseases, but that 
these diseases can and should be cured. 
They say it is just as unfair to state that 
capitalism has broken down as it is to say 
that Christianity has broken down 
merely because it did not prevent the 
World War. The abolishing of capital- 
ism and the elimination of the profit 
system might be desirable if we had a 
world of perfect human beings where 
self-interest would be merged in the 
good of all. Unfortunately, we have not 
reached that stage. The truth of this 
statement can be proved by a very sim- 
ple illustration. The best people as a 
rule are to be found in the membership 
of the churches. The best men in the 
churches are likely to be appointed mem- 
bers of the official boards. If we are to 
find an elimination of self-interest any- 
where, it should be among members of 
our church official boards. Many of them 
are absolutely faithful and never miss a 
meeting or fail to perform a duty without 
a good excuse. However, the average at- 
tendance at church board meetings 
throughout this conference has been es- 
timated as not exceeding 30%. I have 
asked a large number of board members 
and pastors what they thought the 
average attendance would be if board 
members, like bank directors, received a 
stipend of $10.00 a meeting, and the uni- 
versal response was that the attendance 
would be increased to at least 95%. 
When most of our board members be- 
come as self-sacrificing as a few of them 


By Charles O. Loucks 


now are, and when the greater part of 
our outside population has been brought 
up to this ideal standard, then, and not 
until then, will it be safe entirely to 
abolish the profit system. We must look 
facts in the face and take human nature 
into account. 


There are some who demand a planned 
economy and social security. Their goals 
are commendable, but their methods are 
not, because they would reach their goals 
by destroying liberty, the most priceless 
possession of American citizenship. Their 
plans also involve administration by 
politicians with attendant graft, fav- 
oritism, inefficiency and _ corruption. 
Planned economy is not new. The slaves 
in the south before the Civil War had 
both social security and planned 
economy. They were sure of food, cloth- 
ing and shelter, and as far as we can 
learn, they were never out of employ- 
ment, but they were glad to exchange 
these certainties for freedom. Liberty 
is priceless. It was achieved as the re- 
sult of centuries of struggle. Let us 
endeavor to reach our goals of social se- 
curity, but let us not do it in such a way 
as to sacrifice freedom, the most valuable 
asset of the human race, and let us have 
a planned economy free from dictator- 
ship and not politically administered. 

We would also remove race prejudices, 
the heritage of centuries. 


The resolution adopted at the last 
General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church providing that here- 
after the Conference should not meet 
in any city where hotels entertaining 
delegates discriminated against Negro 
delegates, to many at the time seemed 
little more than a hope or a polite ges- 
ture. The spirit, however, as well as the 
letter of this resolution will be carried 
out as a realized fact at this next General 
Conference at Columbus. In fact, so 
much progress has been made that the 
leaders of the colored delegation are 
fearful lest their own delegates may not 
measure up to the standard to which 
they have been raised. 


Bishop Waldorf executed a master 
stroke in this direction last Spring when 
he arranged to have the Board of 
Bishops entertained during their Spring 
meeting at the Union League Club of 
Chicago. The two colored Bishops lived 
and dined at the club and had the same 
privileges of the dining room as the other 
Bishops. Although the membership of 
the club contains only a small number 
of Methodists, yet, these colored Bishops 
were at all times treated with courtesy, 
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Cleveland Ministers Go to School 


cation is taking place in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Forty ministers have enrolled 
in a two hour course in “Contemporary 
Theology,” in the Cleveland Down Town 
College of Religion. The class instructor 
is Professor Walter Marshall Horton of 
Oberlin Graduate School of Theology. 
This new venture has been instituted 
in the hope that ministers and church 
workers may be able to keep up-to-date 
with changing thought without the ne- 
cessity of intermittent work in summer 
school. This particular class meets on 
Monday afternoons from two to four 
o’clock. Two types of work are offered. 
First, it is for those who wish academic 
credit for the course. They must show 
preparation equivalent to a bachelor’s 
degree and do the prescribed readings 
and the written work. The second class 


Seaton sta new in theological edu- 


is for those who take the course for in- 
formation only. Credit will be given, to 
those who qualify for it, through the 
Oberlin Graduate School of Theology. 
The school is entirely self supporting. 
A tuition fee of ten dollars is charged. 
The classes are held in one of the as- 
sembly rooms of a down town depart- 
ment store. The experiment is watched 
with considerable interest by those who 
have been active in its promotion. They 
are planning a continuation into the 
second year with academic credit course 
in religious education, church adminis- 
tration and kindred subjects. Because 
of the high academic standards this 
school fulfills a function quite distinct 
from that of the International Training 
Classes and supplements, rather than 
competes, with their program. 








largely because of their high position 
and because of their own culture and de- 
meanor which disarmed prejudice and 
commanded respect. 

The door of opportunity cannot be said 
to be entirely shut against the colored 
race when one of their young men of the 
age of 21 can in a single evening, with 
the incidental time spent in training, 
earn the sum of $240,000. This is more 
than Chief Justice Hughes of our United 
States Supreme Court will receive in ten 
years of arduous service. If this young 
man, Joe Lewis, and others of his race 
who have achieved fame, position and 
distinction will exhibit throughout a life- 
time the same strength of character that 
we find in our Chief Justice they will do 
far more to soften racial prejudice than 
the General Conference of our church 
can accomplish by the passage of reso- 
lutions. 


Want a Warless World 

We want a warless world, and agree 
that aggressive war is sin. Many of us 
believe that the best way to abolish war 
is to take the profit out of it by con- 
scripting wealth and material resources 
in the event of war instead of conscript- 
ing only young men. We should prevent 
loans to foreign nations engaged in war. 
We should refuse to allow our army and 
navy to be a collection agency for com- 
mercial interests and should prevent 
shipments of munitions by our citizens 
to foreign belligerents. We must work 
as hard for peace as others are working 
for war. We want peace, but many of 
us do not believe that we are going to 
attain it by advising our youth to pledge 
themselves never to take up arms even 
in defense of our own nation. There are 


a host of laymen and some preachers 
who still believe with George Washington 
that the best guaranty of peace is to be 
reasonably prepared to protect ourselves 
against invasion. We do not favor ex- 
cessive armaments or overgrown mili- 
tary establishments, but many of us still 
believe that this country is worth de- 
fending. The protection of home and 
fireside against foreign attack is not sin- 
ful war any more than the routing of 
a burglar is assault and battery. 

The great problem before us, if we 
would have a more perfect world, is, to 
change human nature and we cannot 
change it by merely passing laws and 
prohibitive measures. The only power 
strong enough to accomplish this result 
is that which proceeds from God and 
which is disclosed by the life and teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. Reforms and sys- 
tems which do not take God into ac- 
count are futile. It is the function of the 
church to change and improve human 
nature so that needed reforms will be- 
come practical and possible of operation. 
Christianity teaches social duties and 
responsibilities, but any plan for the im- 
provement of the social order and the 
permanent betterment of mankind must 
have a spiritual source and not be 
merely an anticipated or hoped for by- 
product of a materialistic ism such as 
Facism, Naziism, Communism or Social- 
ism. There is a wide difference between 
catching a vision and chasing a rainbow. 
It is the function of the church to 
Christianize society. It is not the func- 
tion of the church politically to socialize 
Christianity. If we are correctly in- 
formed, Christianity should operate on 
society as leaven leavening the entire 


lump so that the whole becomes per- 
meated with Christian ideals. It should 
not attempt to operate by surrounding 
society with a paganistic, atheistic sys- 
tem. The ills from which the world is 
now suffering were caused by too much 
materialism, and these ills will never be 
cured by simply administering more ma- 
terialism. The danger, at the present 
time, confronting the church is that it 
will become institutionalized and form a 
mere mechanical part of a system lack- 
ing soul and personal touch. We will 
never secure a satisfactory social order 
by merely adopting new political and 
economic systems. There are many or- 
ganizations devising materialistic plans 
to improve man’s environment. The 
church, however, is the sole organization 
whose duty it is to care for the spiritual 
welfare of mankind, and if the church 
abandons or subordinates its true func- 
tion, nothing can take its place. The 
fundamental object of the church is the 
building of Christian character. One of 
the elements of the development of this 
character is to educate and fit men for 
their social duties and responsibilities. 
The church should proceed by endeavor- 
ing to plant the truths of the Sermon 
on the Mount into the hearts of men so 
that they will improve and Christianize 
the existing order rather than build a 
materialistic social order around man 
which is external in its approach and 
which will never reach the recesses of 
the human heart. Notwithstanding the 
fact that systems operate upon mankind, 
yet, it is more reasonable to expect good 
individuals to make a good society than 
to expect society to make good individ- 
uals. 

The church should not take a position 
on any social or economic question with- 
out a real knowledge of such question 
obtained through research, careful study 
and experience. The right of free speech 
for the pulpit should at all times be pre- 
served, and be it said to their credit that 
a majority of the clergy have exercised 
this right in a way that is beyond criti- 
cism. The right of free speech, however, 
does not give a minority the privilege 
of binding an entire church organiza- 
tion on political, social and economic is- 
sues without full understanding and 
agreement. The right of free speech is 
no justification for a minority to com- 
mit or appear to commit the church to 
a social or economic program covering 
questions where there are wide and hon- 
est differences of opinion among equally 
conscientious members. While the right 
of free speech in the pulpit must not be 
disturbed, yet, there is also the corres- 
ponding right of free listening, and this 
right of free listening on the part of the 
laity usually counteracts any abuse of 
the right of free speech on the part of 
a small minority of the clergy. I can 


illustrate my meaning by a true story of 
(Turn to page 362) 
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A Clerical Confessional 


This new series of ministerial studies by the gifted minister of the 


First Presbyterian Church of Oak Park, Illinois, is being splendidly 


recewed. 
man. 


Last month he discussed the problem of the maturing 
The subject for this month’s study is much younger in years 


and experience. 


Il. The Lonely Man 


called “a jam,” and I am in it. It 

is mainly due to the fact that I was 
never forewarned by my teachers, al- 
though I am not exactly blaming them. 
Here is the situation. This is my first 
church. It is a farming community in 
the west. The congregation is a fair 
size, but scattered over a wide area, ex- 
cept for people drawn from the small 
town. But, while they are a fine body 
of people—amongst the best—they are 
quite outside my own life. They do not 
speak my language. There is hardly one 
of them with whom I have anything in 
common. Consequently, I find myself 
desperately lonely, especially after being 
with so many men in the seminary. To 
escape this (I forgot to say that I am 
twenty-six, unmarried, and an Easterner), 
I have sometimes accepted invitations 
for supper on Sunday nights after serv- 
ice. These came from two or three 
families, connected with the church. 
Then one family gradually monopolized 
me. There were three daughters, the 
oldest being twenty-one. .Naturally, I 
tried to be friendly and did my best to 
be agreeable with them all. And now, 
although I had nothing to do with it, 
the oldest girl and I are looked upon as 
engaged. And I do not care for her that 
way. This has already had some effect 
upon both myself and my work. People 
are talking—at least I suspect so. Why 
did not my professors put me _ wise? 
Now I am in a jam. What would you 
advise? What can a lonely man do, any- 
how? \ 


UR correspondent is in—what he 
C3 has described it. Candidly, his let- 

ter has put us in the same place. 
But as he has written so frankly, and as 
we have scriptural authority for pulling 
the ass out of the pit—without asking 
whether it was his own fault or not— 
we must try to help him. 

To begin with, he cannot justly blame 
anyone but himself. Perhaps his tutors 
should have forewarned him. We shall 
deal with that point later. But they, 
doubtless, credited him with more com- 


T oat is, I fear, what is popularly 


monsense than he has shown. Obviously, 
he took risks in going to that one home 
so often. Moreover, he has evidently 
given the young lady something on which 
to build her hopes. The fact that, ap- 
parently, he has accepted a tacit en- 
gagement as inevitable indicates that he 
is “taking it lying down.” Yet, unless 
he is content to handicap himself and 
mortgage all his future happiness and 
usefulness, he must clear this matter up, 
once and for all. If he does not care for 
the young lady “that way,” there is 
nothing else for it but to tell her the 
truth—gently, yet plainly. He must cut 
himself free from this entanglement be- 
fore it is too late. Firmly and courte- 
ously, remembering that he is a Chris- 
tian gentleman, he must state the facts 
of the case to the parties concerned. 
They may be reasonable, and see his 
point. 

If not, there may be trouble. But 
there will be, in any case. He has to 
determine whether it is better to make 
a loveless marriage, or face the un- 
pleasant task of ending this while he 
may. But should he choose the former, 
his trouble will be just commencing. 
Apart from the possibility of domestic 
discord, absolutely fatal to ministerial 
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By J. W. G. Ward* 


standing and efficiency, there are in- 
evitable difficulties due to marrying a 
woman of his own congregation. At the 
best, even where there is genuine affec- 
tion between the two, the women of a 
church seldom like one of their own 
number to be suddenly elevated to the 
position which the minister’s wife should 
naturally fill. Human nature being what 
it is, they feel a certain hesitancy about 
accepting any leadership from such a 
quarter. These difficulties are more than 
superficial. 

If a man does find the woman of his 
choice among his own flock, he is always 
wise to defer making it public, or, at any 
rate, marrying her, until he has secured 
another field. 

Now for the other phases of the prob- 
lem. Our friend is young and will outgrow 
some of his present limitations. But it 
is proof of a wrong mental attitude to 
describe his people as outside his circle, 
and not speaking his language. They are 
not meant to do so; we are meant to 
learn theirs! By that we mean, these 
are the sheep of God’s flock. We have 
been sent as their shepherd. It is for us 
to see that, as far as in us lies, we shall 
meet them on common ground. Remem- 
ber, Christ was the friend of publicans 
and sinners. Suppose he had refused to 
condescend to their poor lot. Remember, 
it was a certain unlovely character who 
said, “God, I thank Thee that I am not 
as other men are.” 

The true minister without losing sight 
of his high calling, without sacrificing 
any rightful dignity, will pray for grace 
to overcome any barriers of birth, educa- 
tion, or position, between his people and 
himself. He will love them, and love will 
find a way. 


In their joys, as well as their sorrows, 
in their innocent recreations as well as 
their sickness, in their simple pursuits 
as well as their Gethsemanes, he will seek 
to win their confidence, respect, and af- 
fection. Christ used any door that might 
lead to the avenue of the heart. He 
dined with Simon the Pharisee, and 
shared the evening hours of the outcasts. 
He fed a multitude, and then spoke of the 
Bread from heaven. He opened blind 
eyes, and then gave spiritual illumina- 
tion. 

Besides, we have a divine obligation. 
We dare not, on that day when all 
men’s work shall be judged, look into 
the face of our Lord and say, “Those 
people did not speak my language.” 

Regarding the duty of the seminary, 
one can hardly believe that such a topic 
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as “ministerial worldly wisdom” was 
wholly neglected. Surely, this man must 
be mistaken. Yet, in any case, we want 
to safeguard him against any repetition 
of such an unhappy experience. We have 
already said that the young minister 
cannot be too careful about his relation 
to the women of his church. He may 
be most honorable and scrupulous to a 
degree. But, even then, he is often open 
to misunderstanding. There is one type 
of woman with whom he cannot be even 
mildly friendly. She is sensitive, per- 
haps bordering on the neurotic, and the 
simplest acts of kindness may be mis- 
construed. Another species which, some- 
times, by inexplicable means gets into 
the fellowship is the deliberately design- 
ing woman. She will go out of her way, 
with ingratiating manners and lavish 
compliments, to spin her web around the 
unwary. And no man can prove a match 
for this type except by completely avoid- 
ing the snare and the would-be ensnarer. 
A third type is the lonely, if no longer 
lovely, which appeals to a man’s sym- 
pathy, and which, without malicious in- 
tent, may start tongues wagging. And 
then, out of pure pity, or lack of courage, 
the man feels bound to take what ap- 
pears to be the easiest way out, namely 
marriage. 

What, then, is the unmarried minister 
to do? It is certainly hard to feel cut 
off from all one’s friends, one’s intel- 
lectual equals or superiors, and to go 
back after a hard day to solitary rooms. 
It is hard to forego the company of some 
vivacious and sympathetic girl, who 
seems to know intuitively what lifé 
means to one. 

Of course it is hard! But it is a thou- 
sand times harder to have all one’s am- 
bitions strangled, one’s plans for a use- 
ful and satisfying lifework overturned, 
and one’s years of preparation flung to 
the void. 

There is an alternative. The cure for 
self pity is work. Some day, this man 
will marry the right woman. Until she 
is discovered, and the way opened by 
which his ministry, coming first, shall not 
be hindered, but helped by that union, 
he will find the better way. 

He will make friends—as many as pos- 
sible. There is safety in numbers. He 
will give time especially to the young 
men of his charge, organizing their 
leisure, and entering into their interests. 
If he must have a few personal friends, 
he will select them wisely from among 
the older people, and will include both 
husband and wife. 

But he is not through yet. If he is a 
man of the right temper he will make up 
his mind that he will not always remain 
in a charge so modest. He will strive to 
fit himself for greater usefulness. In a 
larger church, he will not have as much 
time for this. Therefore, he will now 


continue his studies. There are fine post- 
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Ministers Vacation Exchange 


summer vacation exchange. They 

are attractive, too. This depart- 

ment offers readers of Church 
Management an opportunity to secure 
a change of scene and an opportunity 
for relaxation during the vacation sea- 
son at little expense. It makes it possi- 
ble to provide churches with vacation 
preachers at little cost to the church. 

No charge is made for insertion. Be 
sure to give your own mailing address. 
In sending in his item Fred B. Wyand of 
Cumberland, Maryland, says: “Great 
idea—this of yours. I have been getting 
an exchange for five years through your 
columns and have never known them to 
fail.” 

Copy for the May issue should reach 
the editorial office of Church Manage- 
ment not later than Friday, April 3rd. 

Colfax, Indiana. Methodist. Four hun- 
dred members, would like to exchange 
with, or supply for minister any denomi- 
nation, during July or August, no re- 
muneration expected except use of house. 
Prefer Minnesota, Northern Wisconsin or 
Northern Michigan. J. P. Alford, Colfax, 
Indiana. 

Cumberland, Maryland: Central Meth- 
odist Church. 400 members. The 
Switzerland of America—near Mountain 
Lake Park—Midway between Washing- 
ton, D. C. and Pittsburgh on National 
Highway. Marvelous scenery, drives, 
fishing, etc. Will exchange pulpit and 
parsonage for July or August with min- 
ister of any congenial denomination. 
Fred B. Wyand, 229 Glenn St., Cumber- 
land, Maryland. 

Whiting, Indiana: 
copal. 600 members. 


{sun are the first offerings for the 


Methodist Epis- 
Would like to ex- 


graduate courses offered by mail for a 
very reasonable sum. He can select one 
of these. Or he can lay down a plan of 
real study for himself along some given 
line: theology, philosophy, literature, 
church administration, economics, etc. 
A definite, if small, proportion of his 
month’s salary should be spent for books 
that will aid him in his quest for fuller 
development. Church Management would 
gladly suggest a list of books should he 
need guidance in a certain subject. 

Then his own work can provide a 
powerful antidote for moodiness and 
self-commiseration. Suppose the people 
who hear him do lack culture and 
breadth, that is all the more reason why 
he should put both into every sermon he 
writes. We do not agree that a sermon 
is meant to be preached only once. If 
there has been honest study and clear 
thinking put into it, it ought—with some 
recasting and rewriting— to meet other 
human needs at some later date. 

Nor need the man, no matter how re- 
mote he may feel, allow himself to be 
cut off from the world. We suggest that 
it is a necessity for the minister to have 
the best radio he can afford. By this, 
he is kept in touch with the news of the 


change with a minister in the Rocky 
Mountain Region near Denver during 
the month of August. One service each 
Sunday. Our home is two blocks from 
Lake Michigan beach. Forty minutes 
from down town Chicago. Buel E. Horn, 
1706 Sheridan Ave., Whiting, Indiana. 

Monte Vista, Colorado. Presbyterian. 
300 members. In Colorado Rockies, 
scenic drives, fishing. Would like to ex- 
change June and July with pastor in 
New York state or New England. Cor- 
respondence invited. W. S. Crozier, P. 
O. Box 306, Monte Vista, Colorado. 

Mt. Vernon, Ill. Methodist. Thousand 
members. Would like to exchange dur- 
ing month of July with some minister in 
Rocky Mountains. One service here. 
Harry C. Brown, 114 So. 12th St., Mt. 
Vernon, IIL 

Lebanon, New Hampshire. Methodist. 
Would like to exchange attractive par- 
sonage, completely furnished and with 
every convenience, for parsonage near 
sea shore or along Great Lakes during 
vacation in August. Ten rooms, garage, 
box-stall, large lawn, garden tract. 
Among hills, near mountains, rivers, 
lakes, and situated in a beautiful New 
England town of over 7000. 147 miles to 
Boston, and 5 miles to Dartmouth Col- 
lege. Edgar Bruce Wilson, 17 School 
Street, Lebanon, New Hampshire. 

Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. United 
Church. Ten miles from your Port 
Huron, Michigan. Six miles from Lake 
Huron. Quiet and restful. Would like 
to exchange pulpit and manse for one 
month with minister in or near Mont- 
clair, New Jersey. A. Earle Waghorne, 
R.R. 2, Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. 


day, with some of the noblest music, and 
with entertainment as well as the purely 
cultural. And, jaded and solitary, he 
may thus find contacts with much that 
lies beyond the bounds of his parish, and 
be heartened for his great and God- 
given task of ministering to the souls of 
men. 


WHAT THE CROSS MEANS 


The cross is God’s redemptive word 
spelled out in living fact. I looked out 
of my window in Holland and saw 
against the skyline the radio aerials and 
noted that they were in the form of a 
cross. The cross of Calvary is the aerial, 
lifted on the skyline of the world, that 
catches the deepest notes of this uni- 
verse. It tells us that back of things is 
the redemptive purpose of God, that God 
is going the full way to heal our bruises, 
that he was literally bruised for our in- 
iquities and by his stripes we are healed. 
So his bruises answer our bruises. 

E. Stanley Jones in Christ’s Alterna- 
tive to Communism; The Abingdon 
Press. 














CHURCH MANAGEMENT for A pril, 1936 





stood in this presentation. I do be- 

lieve that our church financial prob- 
lems will never be settled until we have 
an adequate conception of Christian 
stewardship. With tithing as a phase 
of Christian stewardship I have no quar- 
rel.* But with the proposition that tith- 
ing is the authori- 
tative Biblical 
method of church 
finance and that 
it will settle all 
of our financial 
difficulties I can- 


ee very anxious not to be misunder- 


not agree. 
I do agree, of 
course, that one 


can find plenty of 
Old Testament 
scripture passages 
which furnish a 
basis for tithing. 
But, first of all, I question if it was 
ever consistently practiced for any ex- 
tended period of time. I believe that 
the Old Testament Jews were notorious 
in their disregard of the obligations of 
tithing as well as their other burdens of 
temple support. At least their constant 
appeal for extra gifts to care for the 
temple burdens would so imply. 

The Old Testament, moreover, is not 
quite consistent in its explanation of 
the tithe. Deuteronomy mentions only 
the tithes of grain, wine and oil and 
those tithes are to be eaten by the 
worshipper at the sanctuary. The Levite 
shares in the feast with the worshipper 
except in the third year, when the tithe 
is divided between the local Levites and 
the poor. (Deuteronomy 14:22-29). In 
Leviticus, both the fruits of the soil and 
the herd are to be tithed. In Numbers, 
the Levite himself tithed (18:26-28) but 
apparently the worshipper tithed only 
fruit and grain. In Nehemiah, only 
fruit and grain is tithed. Probably the 
historic fact is that \ the ordinance of 
tithing, if it was an \ordinance, was a 
variable one depending upon the needs 
of the Levites. I doubt if it is logical to 
reason from these instances any obliga- 
tion of tithing to last upon the believer 
through all time. 

Stewardship is quite a different thing. 
That is the conception that one’s entire 
life belongs to God and will be so lived 
and ministered that it will bring glory 
to him. An honest and generous con- 
‘“ibution to church support may un- 
doubtedly be reasoned from this point. 
But stewardship is much larger than 
tithing and a church contribution. It 





William H. Leach 


Is Tithing The Way Out 


must include every area of life. The hus- 
band and father who believes in Christian 
stewardship has in mind, as he ministers 
any weaith which is his, his wife, his 
children, his other dependents, his com- 
munity with its unemployed and its 
charities, tiie social cultural institutions 
of society and his church. He is the 
final judge in the distribution of his 
wealth. He will take that obligation 
very seriously. His gift to the church 
may be a tenth, more or less, according 
as he feels the need and the desire. He 
will listen, with appreciation, to the 
needs of religious and charitable work 
but he will resent, and rightfully so, 
any ecclesiastical dictation as to what 
proportion of his income should be 
given to the Church. 


Revival in Tithing Program 


The revival in tithing publicity and 
program which has been so evident in 
the past few months is probably to be 
expected. The churches have found 
their incomes falling to dangerously low 
levels. The same churches which in 
1928 received $532,368,714.80, received but 
$299,416,781.00 in 1934. The per capita giv- 
ing of these churches in 1928 was 
$23.30; in 1934 it had gone down io 
$12.07. Every department of the work 
has suffered. Anything which will re- 
store the losses has an appeal. If the 
churches could generally get their peo- 
ple to tithe of their incomes, undoubt- 
edly all the losses would be recovered 
and there would be money to spare. 
Hence ‘ihe appeal of the tithe. 

Its possibilities make it dangerous. 
The fact that the general practice of 
tithing would restore church incomes, 
gives it the emotional argument which 
is needed. The average church today is 
under constant pressure to cry out with 
Malachi: 


“Bring ye the whole tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now 
herewiih, saith the Lord of hosts, if 
I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.” 


This is usually interpreted as an appeal 
for a pay-up of the tithes required by 
the Jewish ordinance. I have been in- 
terested to note that Professor James 


Moffa't in his translation, omits verses 
six to twelve in this third chapter of 
Malachi. Why, I do not know. But even 
without questioning their historicity I 
think that any one familiar with the 
New Tes ament will agree that any argu- 








By William H. Leach 


ment that people may buy prosperity by 
church contributions is not quite in ac- 
cord with that spirit. 

Frankly, I do not think that the 
church needs one-tenth of the income 
oi its members. In most churches the 
percentage of giving is now under three 
per cent. If this should be jumped to 
ten per cent the amount of money given 
to churches would be more than trebled, 
the missionary work would be greatly 
expanded and local church budgets 
brought back to where they should be. 
But at the same time there would be an 
expansion of ecclesiasticism and swivel 
chair jobs which would bring undesirable 
reactions. Church prosperity cannot be 
measured by the amount of money piled 
on its collection plates. 

Benefits of the Belmont Plan 
Exaggerated 

The new emphasis on tithing has its 
inception in the so-called Belmont plan, 
which was instituted in the Belmont 
Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia, in the fall of 1933. It consisted, 
first, in the pledge of members of the 
church to tithe for twelve weeks, paying 
the tithe to the church. 118 members 
agreed to tithe. Collections increased 
week after week. The usual offerings 
had been but fifty dollars per week. 
Now the money came in—$173.00 the 
first Sunday; $228.00 the second Sunday. 
One Sunday the total offering reached 
$450.00. The average weekly income for 
the fifteen weeks was $175.00. The pas- 
tor, G. L. Whitely, began to spread the 
enthusiasm of his church among others 
of his denomination. They also caught 
the spirit. In the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
the plan was publicly commended. The 
year saw a great many churches adopt 
the plan. 

But to get back to the record. Let us 
see what happened in the Belmont 
Church during the church year 1934- 
1935. According to the report to the 
General Assembly the total contribution 
of the Belmont Church, with 380 mem- 
bers, for all purposes during the year 
was $6333.00. This is the period when it 
should have reaped the most from the 
enthusiasm of the tithing program. This 
means an average weekly income for the 
church of $123.00 or a drop of fifty dol- 
lars per week from the high peak of the 
tithing campaign. It means a per capita 
giving of $16.64 per year. The per capita 
giving for the denomination during the 
same period is $19.03. 

The First Presbyterian Church of 
Corpus Christi, Texas, also, was an early 





convert to the Belmont Plan. Writing 
in Church Management in June, 1935, 
Charles Groshon Gunn says of this 
church: 


“The Corpus Christi church had 
arranged for an outside financial 
man to visit them, and he was there 
when Mr. Whitely arrived. The re- 
sult—Corpus Christi secured pledges 
amounting to $45,000.00 per year for 
five years and $5,000.00 in cash with 
120 members signing up, agreeing to 
tithe, not only for thirteen months 
but until their pledges are paid. 
This puts the Corpus Christi Church 
pretty largely on a permanent tith- 
ing basis.” 

Let’s see what the record of actual pay- 
ments for the next year indicate. The 
Corpus Christi Church has 703 mem- 
bers. During the year of 1934-35, fol- 
lowing the introduction of the tithing 
system mentioned above, it raised for 
all purposes, local church and benevo- 
lence, $23,013.00, about one-half the 
amount pledged under the enthusiasm 
of the tithing campaign. 

In the article referred to above ap- 
pears the following about the Presby- 
terian Church, McAllen, Texas. 


“The most complete report comes 
from McAllen, Texas, where 90 per 
cent of the contributing members 
are tithing. McAllen’s gain is 
130%, increasing the Sunday aver- 
age from $72.45 to $166.75. It is be- 
lieved that practically one hundred 
per cent of the tithers will remain 
permanently so.” 


Evidently this belief was not justified. 
The General Assembly minutes report 
that this church in the year 1934-1935, 
gave for all purposes $4,620.00, or an 
average of $89.00 per week. 

Evidently the same accusation can be 
made against tithing efforts as other 
emotional campaigns. The results are 
not lasting. Of course the reports for 
the year ending March 31, 1936 may 
knock this argument in the head. If it 
does I shall be glad to give publicity to 
that fact through the pages of Church 
Management. 

Puts Too Heavy a Burden on the 
Loyal Group 

My greatest objection to tithing as a 
means of church finance is that it in- 
tensifies a condition in the church which 
already is dangerous. In most churches 
there is within the membership a small 
loyal group. They do most of the wor- 
shipping, most of the work and pay most 
of the bills. They take their obliga- 
tions very seriously. A pressure cam- 
paign to install tithing puts the addi- 
tional burden on these people while it 
permits the others to escape responsi- 
bilities which they should share. The 


pious take it seriously; the rest of the 
folks take advantage of their generosity. 

What our churches need is to spread 
the stewardship base over more people, 
not to intensify the burden upon the few. 
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PARSONAGE 
GUEST BOOK 


by Margaret Ratcliffe 


Turning the page of the “Guest Book” 
is most entertaining and refreshing, as it 
brings to memory a host of different 
characters who have ventured to cross 
the threshold of the parsonage. They 
include the timid youth who comes to 
arrange for his eventful wedding day; 
the child whose dripping ice cream cone 
long leaves its mark; the jittery spinster, 
with her poodle in arms, who breezily 
enters to arrange for her wealthy aunt’s 





Doi ing if Hlome. 


Clever Drawings Illuminate the Pages 


last rites; and the colored missionary 
from the Orient with his entrancing dia- 
lect and stories. 

This is an attractive stiff-covered book 
about 12” x 15” with good quality plain 
ink paper. It is decorated at the top 
of each page with a humorous fitting 
sketch in india ink—the product of my 
husband’s hobby. The book is placed 
on a table in the hall, and each guest, 
before leaving, signs his “John Henry” 
with address and date. 

After a few years this book becomes a 
priceless record of events and personages 
which have added to the fascination and 
delight of parsonage life. 


Even with the decreased wealth of our 
country the per capita giving to the 
church is ridiculously small. Think of 
it. The average church member today 
gives but four cents each day to his 
church. 

Mr. Whitely of the Belmont, Roanoke, 
Presbyterian Church, did innovate a plan 
in his effort which shows promise in 
leading the way out. He succeeded in 
making a survey of his congregation 
which showed their individual incomes. 
That is starting in the right direction. 
It is carried to the logical conclusion in 
the Vanward Plan. 

Once you get the income of the mem- 
bership and have established the church 


budget it is an easy matter to decide 
how much of each dollar you will need 
to pay the cost of the church main- 
tenance and the benevolent contribu- 
bution. Simply divide the budget by the 
income. You will find that you do not 
require anywhere near one-tenth. 

Having done this, the next step is to 
devise some means of getting the aver- 
age member to pay his part of the bud- 
get. It is much easier to get the loyal 
group together and put the pressure 
on it. The chances are, however, that 
every time you do that you make that 
inner group just a little smaller. Re- 
verse the process; try to enlarge the lit- 
tle circle. That is the way to soundness 
in church finance. And that is where 
tithing falls down as a principle of 
church finance. 


RELIGION RECOGNIZED IN TEXAS 


CENTENNIAL 


Religion, so much a part of Texas his- 
tory, will play a major role during the 
$25,000,000 Texas Centennial Exposition 
in Dailas, June 6 to November 29, a 
hundred years of freedom and achieve- 
ment for the Lone Star State. 

The latest addition to plans for re- 
ligious participation is the announce- 
ment that the Lone Star Gas Company 
of Texas will build a $50,000 Hall of Re- 
ligion in the 200-acre Exposition Park. 
Previously, the Catholic Church had an- 
nounced a $25,000 exhibit building and 
replica of the first parish church ever 
erected in Texas. The Baptist Church, 
on March 1, will hold nation-wide com- 
memorative services honoring the mem- 
ory of General Sam Houston, Texas’ 
patriot and national statesman. 

After several attempts to secure an ap- 
propriation for the Hall of Religion had 
been unsuccessful, the Texas Centennial 
religious committee asked the Lone Star 
Gas Company to construct and operate 
the building as its medium of participa- 
tion in the Texas Centennial Exposition. 

The Lone Star system had planned to 
spend $50,000 on an exhibit, but as gas 
is invisible and gas appliances seemed 
wholly insufficient, they had not decided 
upon what form it should take. Through 
L. B. Denning, president, the Lone Star 
organization announced that they would 
erect a $50,000 religious building as their 
contribution to the Exposition. 

Plans for the structure have been ap- 
proved by the City of Dallas and work 
will get under way in February. The 
schedule calls for completion by May 15, 
three weeks before the Exposition opens. 


The exacting are inexperienced and 
artless. They generally have a very re- 
tractory past themselves. Leniency and 
mercy are marks of a high Christian 
development. 

—G. Rehnstrom. 
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Twenty-Five Suggestions About Marriages 


The author of this article is a young Congregational minister, 

pastor of the Union Congregational Church, West Haven, Con- 

necticut. The material in the article comes from a discussion in a 

county ministerial association and does not, in every instance, repre- 

sent the mind of the author of the article. The seriousness with 

which the younger ministers treat this whole business of marriage 
is refreshing. 


FEW days ago, I attended the 
A renin meeting of Congrega- 

tional ministers of our county. 
The topic was “Marriage—What Are We 
Doing?” and I was very interested, for 
I am serving my first pastorate, and am 
looking forward to my first marriage 
service. Most of the men sincerely de- 
sire to increase the Christian meaning of 
this ceremony, yet some of the remarks 
disappointed me. Here are the sugges- 
tions with a few personal comments. 
They represent the suggestions of indi- 
vidual pastors, and not the common 
practice of all the men. 

1. Perform this ceremony always in 
the church or chapel, almost never in 
the minister’s “parlor.” This affords the 
best setting, and the rightful one. (Too 
bad many churches lack small chapels. 
How we may envy Dr. Frederick Fisher, 
Central Methodist Church, Detroit, who 
has built his own home chapel!) 

2. Use the best possible service known, 
some form of an historic liturgy, omit- 
ting certain phrases, perhaps. (All men 
disapproved the few cases where the 
couple had written their own services). 

3. Secure a copy of the service printed 
neatly in booklet form, which the min- 
ister can mark, read to the couple be- 
fore the service, use in the service itself, 
and give to them afterwards. 

4. Wear the pulpit usual dress, and 
beware of the common jokes about mar- 
riage. (Sometimes given to relax the 
groom and worried-best-man, I sup- 
pose. Good suggestion.) 

5. In the service, have the parties re- 
peat vows to each ss ie and not to the 
minister. 

6. Read the service from a book, and 
not try to depend upon the memory. 
(Suppose one did forget! !) 

7. When returning to a former parish 
for a wedding, always write the minister 
and try to secure his approval. (This is 
more than mere courtesy.) 

8. When returning to a former parish, 
always suggest to the couple that they 
ask the present pastor to take part in 
the service. 

9. If the couple says their own pastor 
refused fo marry them, perhaps we had 
better also refuse. “Does not my per- 








forming the service indicate a lower 
standard of marriage upon my part?” 
(One of the men replied, ““No—only more 
liberal] !’’) 

10. If one or both of the parties have 
been divorced, do not marry them un- 
less we know personally one of the eouple 
coming for marriage. (This man refuses 
to marry those couples who “drop in”, 
even though their story seems sincere.) 

11. If the ceremony is to be read to 
divorced individuals, be consistent and 
omit from our service the phrase, “till 
death us do part.” (Worth thinking 
over!) 

12. The least we can do after the cere- 
mony is to write a personal card or let- 
ter to the couple on their first anniver- 
sary. (Yes—the least! Why not five 
years later? Or ten years? I know, we 
are too busy!!) 

13. After the service, give the couple 
a subscription for one: year to a good 
periodical for the Christian Home. (Ex- 
cellent—and may I suggest The Chris- 
tian Home, $1.00 monthly of the Pilgrim 
Press) and Parents Magazine. 

14. Have the Young Married Peoples’ 
club welcome the couple, and invite them 
to the church. 

15. Invite the couple into the minis- 
ter’s home for dinner and the evening 
before the service, so they can enjoy the 
fellowship of a Christian home, and so 
you can get better acquainted with the 
couple. (Credit to those who do.) 


By Dwight S. Large 


16. As soon as the couple arranges for 
the date, give them as a gift from the 
pastor the small book such as Founda- 
tions of Happiness in Marriage, by Le- 
land Foster Wood, or the excellent little 
bookiets* on Mating and Making the 
House a Home, distributed by the pub- 
lishers of this magazine. 

17. Have a few books which the couple 
may borrow and read about marriage 
and home building. Most used Christian 
approach was Men, Women and God by 
Herbert Gray, Association Press. (I sug- 
gested a book or two on sex adjustments, 
such as Marriage and Sexual Harmony 
by Oliver M. Butterfield. Immediately 
one or two of the men dismissed the 
whole matter as “none of our business,” 
which disappointed me. 

18. In keeping records about your 
services, be sure to keep your own per- 
sonal record, and also one for the per- 
manent records of the parish. 

19. If the couple are to live near your 
city, make special effort to visit them in 
their home. (Another least!) 

20. Have in the study, books or dis- 
cussions about birth control and sex ad- 
justments which they can read in your 
home if they wish, but not take from 
the office. (Seldom done, I fear. More 
seldom [and more tragic] is the giving 
of the address of competent Birth Con- 
trol Headquarters or some physician in 
the city.) 

21. Have official board pass rules at 
your suggestions governing your action 
as clergyman in marriage, such as re- 
quiring the same period of advance no- 
tice to the pastor as is required in many 
states for the license. (Some denomina- 
tions have this rule, which strikes me as 
good!) 

22. If couple have been active in Chris- 
tian work, grant them opportunity to 
find the spiritual truth in marriage. 
(One pastor told of the Communion 
served to the bride and groom and im- 
mediate families in their new home just 
before the service. What better way to 
dedicate a union to God! A _ small 
wooden German cross was given me be- 
fore my marriage. In our service, the 
minister (my father) placed the cross 
on the altar of the chapel for the service. 
Later he sent it to us for our home 
where it now hangs as an ever present 
symbol of that quiet service.) 

23. Provide an annual service for 
(1) those married by the pastor during 
the past twelve months and (2) all other 





**‘Mating,”’ 25c; ‘‘“Making the House A Home,” 
25c, together in a gift box, 50c. Church World 
Press, Cleveiand, Ohio. 
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Christ and the Criminal 


A Sermonette by Harold D. Halderman* 


Text—Matt. 27:44; Mark 15:32; Luke 
23 :39-43. 


HRIST loves the criminal but hates 
C his crime. Jesus loves the sinner 

but hates his sin. The sinners of 
Christ’s day heard Him gladly, while the 
so-called religious people did not receive 
Him, but finally crucified Him. Society 
today must accept Christ’s way of deal- 
ing with the sinner and the criminal in 
this modern age. There are three things 
which should be done for every criminal 
in all prisons and institutions if they 
are ever to be made useful citizens again 
of our country. 

First, every criminal should be exam- 
ined by a vocational guidance expert to 
determine what he is able to do and an 
effort made to fit him for useful work 
when he is again set free so he can again 
make his own living in society. 

Secondly, every criminal should be ex- 
amined by a psychiatrist to determine 
his mental powers and abilities so it is 
known whether he is normal or ab- 
normal. This test will determine 
whether he is hopelessly insane or the 
degree of his mental responsibility. 





*Pastor, the Fite Memorial Baptist Church, 
Marion, O. 





married couples, for re-dedication of 
that rite. 

24. Never make a “fee or charge.” 
(One of the men asked, “Is it proper to 
accept a fee?”) and the first comment 
was that such a question had never been 
raised before! If so, I would like to 
raise that question. I suggest we refuse 
all wedding gifts (as well as gifts for 
funerals and baptisms), and whenever 
impossible, we set this money aside to a 
special fund, and not as “pin money for 
the wife.” I have been married five 
months, and my wife still agrees. Use 
this fund for special social work, training 
in building a Christian home, etc., and 
make sure the people know how their 
“gifts” are used. I asked one friend 
whether or not the fee to the minister 
was like paying for flowers. He said 
“yes.” Inwardly, I wonder how long be- 
fore we can keep the greatest calling in 
the world from the commercial forms of 
our day, being paid for reading a Divine 
Service, as a florist is paid! 

25. Most of us realize we are far too 
busy, but very sincere about this constant 
opportunity which is ours, so I suggest 
that the least we can do is to take eight 
or ten dollars to purchase a few books 


Third, a spiritual or religious examina- 
tion should be made of every criminal 
to determine whether he has had any 
religious training or background. The 
percentage who claim church connections 
is very high and it is a sad indictment 
of our church work and its methods of 
evangelism. We have been more con- 
cerned with numbers and mass produc- 
tion than anything else. We have given 
our new converts little religious instruc- 
tion in how to pray, read the Bible, the 
essentials of our faith and the like. We 
need to read again and practice the per- 
sonal and individual evangelism of Jesus 
as recorded by John, chapter 4. 


The criminal must be classified and 
segregated. The first offender must be 
separated from the old offender. More 
time must be spent in personal inter- 
views with each criminal. My work with 
the criminal has helped me to apply the 
teachings of Christ to this life more 
closely and has given me a greater sym- 
pathy for the criminal and his troubles 
and difficulties. Our religion can be ap- 
plied to this life and Jesus is adequate 
to meet the life situation of every man 
if every individual will give Christ the 
chance to do so. 


on marriage and the Christian home. 
Then we can take every young couple 
who come to us into our study and say, 
“Here are some of the best books I know 
for young people facing marriage. Help 
yourself and return them at the cere- 
mony. If you fail, you won’t find me at 
the altar when you come!!” If after a 
year, half of these books have not been 
returned, perhaps we will find this the 
best investment we have ever made of 
five dollars. 

You might begin with these: 

Butterfield, Oliver M., Marriage and 
Sexual Harmony. Emerson Books, Inc., 
N. Y., 1934. 50c. (Excellent.) 

Exner, M. J., The Sexual Side of Mar- 
riage. Newton, N. Y., 1932. $2.50. (Sex 
not over-emphasized.) 

Gray, A. Herbert, Men, Women, and 
God. Association Press, 1923. 85c. (Re- 
ligious approach.) 

Groves, Ernest R., Marriage. Holt, 1933. 
$2.80. (By far the best practical book.) 

Keuren, Floyd van, Outfitting for 
Spiritual Marriage. Morehouse, 1935, 
$1.75. (Excellent—popular treatment.) 

Wood, Mildred Weigley, Managing the 
Home. Houghton, 1932. $2.00. 


Wood, L. F., Foundations of Happiness 
in Marriage. Roger Williams Press, 1934. 
50c. (Gift book.) 

Looking at Marriage, two booklets in a 
gift box. Church World Press, 50c. 
(Single booklets 25c.) (Prepared to aid 
the minister in his pre-marital minis- 
try.) 

Total cost: $10.85. 


INFLUENCE 


Drop a pebble in the water; 
splash and it is gone. 

But there’s half a hundred ripples cir- 
cling on and on and on, 

Spreading, spreading from the center, 
flowing on and out to the sea, 

And there ain’t no way of telling where 
the end is going to be. 

Drop a pebble in the water; in a minute 
you forget, 

But there’s little waves a-flowing, and 
there’s ripples circling yet, 

And those little waves a-flowing to a 
great big wave have grown, 

And you’ve disturbed a mighty river, 
just by dropping in a stone. 


just a 


Drop an unkind word, or careless; in a 
minute it is gone, 

But there’s half a hundred ripples 
circling on and on and on. 
They keep spreading, spreading, spread- 
ing from the center as they go, 
And there ain’t no way to stop them 
once you’ve started them to flow. 

Drop an unkind word, or careless; in a 
minute you forget, 

But there’s little waves a-flowing and 
there’s ripples circling yet, 

And perhaps in some sad heart a mighty 
wave of tears you've stirred, 

And disturbed a life that’s happy when 
you dropped that unkind word. 


‘Drop a word of cheer and kindness; in 


a minute it is gone, 

But there’s half a hundred ripples cir- 
cling on and on and on, 

Bearing hope and joy and comfort on 
each splashing, dashing wave, 

Till you wouldn’t believe the volume of 
the one kind word you gave. 

Drop a word of cheer and kindness; in 
a minute you forget, 

But there’s gladness still a-swelling and 
there’s joy a-circling yet, 

And you’ve rolled a wave of comfort, 
whose sweet music can be heard 
Over miles and miles of water, just by 

dropping a kind word. 
—Gustavus Williams. 


ROYAL METAL IN TIME 


The Royal Metal Manufacturing Com- 
pany is running a very interesting series 
of one-column ads in the Time maga- 
zine. They are written in the regular 
Time style and the illustrations are droll 
and humorous. The most unusual part 
is relating to the company’s policy which 
includes a restriction of production to 
not over $1,500,000 and the closing state- 
ment, “If dealers cannot supply Royal 
Furniture, buy from Royal’s worthy com- 
petitors.” We congratulate Royal upon 
establishing a new type of attitude 
toward competition—a sort of “Live and 
let live” program. 





Senge eT a Se) Sa. 





no =a SlU.l Um le le ee ee ee oe 





RRS ie En 


chi 


Be ena 


pati g talaga aS 


CuurCH MANAGEMENT for A pril, 1936 





361 


Church Sponsors Federal Credit Union 


Federal Credit Union in the First 

Christian Church, Frankfort, Indi- 
ana. It was organized in March, 1935, 
with nineteen charter members and share 
deposits of $37.15. The annual report, 
at the end of ten months, shows forty- 
one members with assets of $595.54. 

A credit union is a cooperative society 
organized under Federal or State law 
within a specific group of people for the 
threefold purpose of supplying the mem- 
bers of the group with a plan of system- 
atic saving, of making it possible for 
the members .of the group to take care 
of their own credit problems at a legiti- 
mate interest rate and of providing the 
members of the group with practical ex- 
perience in cooperative enterprise which 
will enable them to accumulate sufficient 
capital under their own control to ulti- 
mately conduct other cooperative enter- 
prises which are so essential if the 
standard of living of the masses is to be 
lifted. 

The interest and encouragement of the 
Federal Government has given a great 
impetus to the organization of coopera- 
tive enterprises. Last year 826 Govern- 
ment charters were granted to credit 
unions and the approximately 100,000 
members of these saved more than $2,- 
000,000. The 800,000 members of both 
Federal and State credit union saved 
more than $50,000,000 last year. It 
doesn’t take much imagination to see 
how this has increased the purchasing 
powers of the members of these credit 
unions and from the point of view of the 
churches it has helped the members get 
in a position to support the church more 
adequately. 

The statistical report of the develop- 
ment of our credit union during the ten 
months of its existence is as follows: 

We started small and moved slowly, 
but now in the first month of the new 
year we have begun to progress more 
rapidly both in the number of new mem- 
bers being added and\in the rapid turn- 
over of the money deposited. 

One may become a member of our 
credit union by the purchase of one 
share at $5.00. This need not be paid for 
at one time. Sore have made a first 
deposit of but twenty-five cents and 
then paid the balance as convenient. No 
interest on deposits is paid, however, un- 
less the share is fully paid in. Members 
may borrow from the union, paying the 
Stated rate of interest for such loans. 


Ts is a report of ten months of a 





*Minister First Christian Church, Frankfort, 
Indiana. 


By Allen R. Huber* 








In 
Monthly Reports: Operation: Members: 
March 1 23 
April 2 25 
May 3 28 
June 4 28 
July 5 30 
August 6 32 
September a 35 
October 8 36 
November 9 38 
December 10 41 


Outstandin 

Borrowers: Assets: Loans: 
1 $ 53.58 $ 35.00 
1 86.83 35.00 
2 154.62 95.64 
2 228.71 89.75 
2 248.67 84.75 
5 312.26 221.75 
7 362.31 217.75 
8 503.68 293.58 
9 562.12 390.08 

12 595.54 


421.58 








Ten Months of the Credit Union 


At the present time our interest charge 
is 5/6 of one per cent per month. 
Monthly payments of ten per cent of the 
principal of the loan are also required. 
Thus, if a person should borrow fifty 
dollars, he would repay it in ten monthly 
installments. At the end of the first 
month he would pay five dollars on the 
principal and 42¢ interest; at the end of 
the second month he would pay five 
dollars on the principal and 38¢@ inter- 
est. The interest each month is based 
on the unpaid balance, not on the entire 
indebtedness. 

The credit union offers the churches 
a practical expression of Christianity. 
Few realize the number of members of 
the average congregation who are bor- 
rowing money and paying exorbitant: in- 
terest rates. Actual case studies in our 

















Allen R. Huber 


own church have revealed that more of 
our members than we ever dreamed pos- 
sible are borrowing money at rates which 
run from twenty-five to forty-two per 
cent. We have made five loans to mem- 
bers who were paying above thirty per 
cent interest. We have enabled one fam- 
ily to save their home, another family to 
pay its hospital bill and yet another one 
to clear long standing debts incurred be- 
fore the depression which after being 
discounted were paid by a loan from our 
credit union. One of our members has 
been enabled to take a business course 
which has increased her earning capac- 
ity, another member has been helped to 
secure a position which required capital 
and another family newly wed, has been 
helped to buy furniture. The potential 
service of the credit union to the mem- 
bers of the church reaches dreamy 
heights. As we help our members with 
their emergency loans we also teach them 
to do cash buying, borrowing, if neces- 
sary, from our credit union and thus 
avoid paying the twenty per cent inter- 
est charged in most cases when they pur- 
chase on the installment plan. We also 
hope to help our young people of mar- 
riageable age to wed in spite of the de- 
pression and to start housekeeping with 
the help of the credit union. Our church 
carries a heavy program, but no part of 
it is more Christian than the work ac- 
complished by our credit union. 

We are enthusiastic about our credit 
union because we are trying to be Chris- 
tian and Christians enjoy giving them- 
selves to great causes. Roger Babson 
sees the Cooperative Movement as hav- 
ing the power of an ethical crusade. 
Christians also rejoice in progress toward 
a happier world. Increased credit means 
increased purchasing power and in- 
creased purchasing power means happier 
homes. Christians fulfill their destiny in 














helping their fellowmen bear their 
crosses. Nothing that the modern church 
is doing in the way of social reconstruc- 
tion offers a greater opportunity to lift 
crosses from weary, debt-ladened, mem- 
bers than the credit union. 


Some of the by-products of the credit 
union are: increased church solidarity, 
training in cooperative enterprise, greater 
interest in the church, more adequate 
support of the church, and the church 
revitalized and mobilized for a Christian 
Crusade of a New Order—a Christian 
Cooperative Commonwealth of Nations 
which will unite the peoples of all na- 
tions and bring about through economic 
democracy, undergirded by the principles 
of Christ, that one far off divine event 
toward which the whole creation ought 
to move—the Brotherhood of Man. 





Church and Social Order 
(From page 354) 

an actual experience. A few years ago 
an unusually skillful and well educated 
dentist built a large and lucrative prac- 
tice but as time went on he was not sat- 
isfied with his skill as a dentist. He er- 
roneously conceived the idea that he was 
also a financier and began to concoct all 
kinds of get-rich schemes that would 
enable him to make money faster than 
he could in his profession. When a pa- 
tient was in the chair and had a rubber 
dam in his mouth so that he could not 
talk back, the dentist would exercise the 
right of free speech given him by the 
constitution, and would proceed to tell 
the patient all about the wonderful 
financial scheme, the returns from which 
would insure an abundant life. This 
dentist was not of the rugged individ- 
ualist type who proposed to keep good 
things to themselves. He was of the co- 
operative type and wanted to let all of his 
patients in on the ground floor in his 
financial investments. The patients, 
however, did not look at these matters 
from the same angle. They came to him 
because of his skill as a dentist and not 
because they wanted financial advice. 
At no time did they ever attempt to de- 
prive him of his right of free speech, 
but they did exercise their right as free 
listeners and as a result, in the course 
of time this very skillful dentist lost most 
of his patients, and his practice was re- 
duced almost to the vanishing point. In 
like manner that minority of the clergy 
that is endeavoring to socialize Chris- 
tianity rather than to Christianize so- 
ciety need not fear restraint upon their 
right of free speech so much as the 
effect of the corresponding right of free 
listening on the part of the laity. 

At the present time there is more 
need for unity than for division in the 
church. Lord Bacon, in one of his fa- 
mous essays, said that the chief cause of 
atheism was the division of religious 
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bodies into many different sects. We 
have about fifty divisions among Protest- 
ants. We even have divisions among 
Methodists. There are many shades of 
religious belief. If we further divide the 
church along economic and _ political 
lines the effect will be to scatter the 
church into fragments and destroy its 
influence. In a pamphlet recently issued 
by a group of Christian ministers cover- 
ing social questions I found this advice 
which was recommended to be used in 
carrying out their program: “Foment 
discontent.” I must confess that it gave 
me a great shock to see ministers of the 
gospel advised to adopt this method. 
This seems more like the Nietzsche phil- 
osophy of hate than the Christian gospel 
of love. There is plenty of discontent 
in the world at the present time without 
increasing it. The need at the present 
time is for unity. If the church is to be 
a real influence for good upon the social 
order it must furnish spiritual inspiration 
and not appeal to antagonistic instincts. 
If the church is to be a real force in the 
betterment of mankind it must not be 
divisive in its character, but must strive 
for harmony. If I were to sum up my 
remarks in one brief sentence, I would 
say: Let us unite to Christianize society 
rather than politically to socialize Chris- 
tianity. 


THE EVER LIVING CHRIST 


The stars are paling through the east- 

ern sky 
And shadows like grim ghosts that 

creep 

Through burial grounds where beloved 
dead may lie, 

And softly tread as hours of morning 
fly 

Lest they disturb the peace of those who 

sweetly sleep. 


The rosy fingered dawn is crowning 

city spires, 
The Temple Dome and Palace Hall, 

Where maddening hate and persecu- 
tion’s ires 

Wreaked vengeance on the Christ 
who bore it all, 

That He might save His nation from a 

hell of fires! 


The angels, though unseen, are guard- 
ians still, 
While He, their Lord is at His rest, 
They keep their watch besides Gol- 
gotha’s Hill 
And tarry till they can their task ful- 


And move the stone that hides His 
tomb beneath its crest. 


When, lo, a dazzling light begins to 
play 
Around the tomb’s wide open door, 
The Roman guards lie prostrate in dis- 
may, 
As white-robed forms press near them 
on their way 
To greet the risen Christ Who lives for 
evermore! 
—William Francis Berger 
Jersey City, New Jersey 





MINISTER DISTRIBUTES HIS 
WEEKLY MESSAGES 


Leroy C. Hensel, minister of Immanuel] 
Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 
has made it a practice for years to send 
a weekly mimeographed message to the 
members of his congregation. Recently, 
accepting the judgment of members of 
the church, he bound twenty-five of the 
most effective ones into a booklet for 
further distribution. The messages are 
personal and distinctive and have had a 
good part in the spiritual life of the 
church. Should you desire a copy, be 
sure and send him 25c to cover the cost 
of preparation and mailing. 

A sample message follows: 


SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
being a message from the minister of 
this church to the friends of Christ. 


Lesson of The Pigs 


When only a small lad eight years of 
age, my father and mother decided to 
make a business man out of me. A 
brood of nine pigs appeared one morn- 
ing on the farm and among them was 
a wee, little runt. Father told me I 
could have the runt if I wanted it; per- 
haps, through care and personal atten- 
tion it could be grown for the market. 


I consulted my mother and got her 
promise to help me take care of this pig. 
Of course she would help and both of 
us took the chance. Day after day we 
nursed it along; finally it came to real 
life and began to show promise for the 
future. 


The result of it all was that after two 
years that runt of a pig brought me 
nearly one hundred dollars. Where the 
money ever went, I do not know. All I 
know is that out of this experience I had 
visions of wealth -and it was the first 
thrill I ever had on being a big busi- 
ness man. 


But there is another side to this story. 
Who was it that provided the lumber 
for the pen and the square feet of ground 
upon which the pen stood? Then the 
nails and the tools were needed to make 
that pen for my runt and her brood. 
When I needed some good advice, I al- 
ways went to Dad who was quite willing 
to give me the best out of his wide ex- 
perience. 


When the first litter of pigs was ready 
for the market, I depended upon Dad to 
help in their sale and take them to 
town. Dad gave me the ground where 
I raised some corn to fatten the litter. 
If I did not have enough it was so easy 
to slip over to Dad’s bin and take what 
I needed. 

I do not know that it ever entered 
my head that a part of the money which 
came from those litters of pigs actually 
should have been given to my father 
and my mother. 


And I have often wondered whether 
people generally are not much like I 
was when it comes to their relation to 
God. We receive from Him daily and 
what do we give him in return? “He 
giveth to all, life, ané breath, and all 
things.” Only the best is good enough 
for such gracious gifts. 

But too often, sad to say, He gets only 
the tag ends of our time, our energy, and 
our money. And as I look back over the 
pig incident in my life, I have often 
wondered whether the real pig was 
within the pen or without it. 

And I am not so sure that all pigs 
are within pens today. 
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New Papyri Discoveries 


‘ 


This story of new gospel fragments and their significance in Bible 
interpretation will interest all readers of Church Management. 


British Museum purchased some 

fragments of a life of Christ in a 
collection of papyri. A number of these 
fragments at once attracted attention 
by their early date. In March, 1935, the 
Museum made these fragments accessible 
to the world by their publication. Not 
since the discovery of the Sayings of 
Jesus at Ozyrhnchus has Christian 
papyrus come to light which raises so 
many interesting problems as do these 
fragments. The Chester Beatty papyri, 
which were described a year or two ago 
in Church Management, are of far 
greater extent, but in some respects even 
they must yield in interest to these, 
since for the most part they merely 
provide new evidence for the text of 
existing books, whereas these, which re- 
veal to us an entirely unknown work, 
open up new vistas altogether. 


D mats the summer of 1934, the 


Among these fragments was a papyrus 
which according to H. I. Bell, keeper of 
Manuscripts at the Museum, and his as- 
sistant keeper, T. C. Skeat, is a leaf 
from a liturgical book. Our knowledge 
of primitive liturgies of the Church is 
very scanty and the recovery of a com- 
plete page from a liturgical book written 
in the fourth or fifth century is an 
event of considerable interest. Most of 
the liturgical fragments on papyrus pre- 
viously discovered even when of late 
date, reveal only slight points of contact 
with extant liturgies. This newly dis- 
covered page is no exception. In fact, 
this document is more difficult than 
most of the other finds to identify. We 
note that in this leaf the writer, while 
he uses for the most part the Biblical 
vocabulary, seldom uses any direct quo- 
tation from the Bible. There is the use 
of four words from the seventy-eighth 
Psalm which we may call a quotation. 
The general thought of this liturgy is 
one of praise, prayer for health, guid- 
ance, comfort in face of evil and a pe- 
tition for courage. 


The second papyrus of interest in this 
collection consists of two fragments to- 
gether forming the upper and lower 
portions of a single leaf of a codex. It 
contains ten verses from Second Chron- 
icles 24:17-27. It was written sometime 





*Some time Monroe Fellow, Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology. Sometime University Fellow 
in the Department of New Testament and Early 
Christian Literature, University of Chicago. 





during the third century. Perhaps of 
more interest are the fragments of a 
Gospel Commentary. At least that is 
the temporary title given to these frag- 
ments. Who were the first to write 
commentaries? It is easier to ask that 
question than to answer it. These two 
British scholars, Bell and Skeats, have 
dated this work in the third century. 
Many suggestions can be offered. It 
may be a part of the work of Irenaeus. 
It may be from Origin. But the editors 
of these fragments are acceptible to the 
hypothesis that this commentary may 
have been the work of one of the 
Gnostics who opposed the second cen- 
tury theology of Irenaeus. Heracleon is 
another possibility. If our author is un- 
known, it is interesting to see that these 
fragments contain Biblical quotations 
from the following books: Matthew 4:5; 
27:52-53; 5:8; Psalm 11:7; John 1:14; 
1:29; 6:55; Phil. 2:6; 2 Tim. 2:19. 


Unknown Gospel 


The most interesting, if not the most 
important, of this collection of papyri 
are those fragments which Bell and 
Skeat call The Unknown Gospet. The 
fragments are dated in the middle of the 
second century of our era. These 
British scholars believe that if there is 
an error in the dating, it is that they 
have been dated too late in the century 
rather than too early. What is im- 
portant in these papyri is that they con- 
sist of three leaves in codex form like 
our modern books and not in the ancient 
roll. It is true that pagan literature 
used the codex form in papyrus but it 
has been until recent years unknown in 
early Christian manuscripts. The Chester 
Beatty papyri and these fragments show 
us that Christians used the codex form 
as early as the second century. 


The editors of these fragments gave to 
these three leaves the temporary title 
Unknown Gospel. Are these fragments 
a Gospel? This title has been challenged 
by certain American scholars. Never- 
theless, if these fragments form an “Un- 
known Gospel,” the fact remains that 
many of the sayings recorded are similar 
to those found in our Gospels. We are 
certain that these fragments are not an 
attempt to harmonize the four Gospels 
we possess, nor are they simply a group 
of unrelated sayings concerning Jesus. 










By W. L. Ludlow* 


There are several sayings ascribed to 
Jesus in these fragments which sound 
like our Gospels. One of the verses of 
these fragments may be translated in 
this manner: “But Jesus, knowing their 
thought, being moved with indignation, 
said unto them, Why call ye me with 
your mouth, Master, when ye hear not 
what I say?” This reminds us very 
much of Luke 6:46: “And why call ye 
me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” Another verse of these 
fragments of an “Unknown Gospel’ may 
be read in this way: “Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you, saying, This people 
honor me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me.” This sentence re- 
calls Mark 17:6-7: “He answered and 
said unto them, Well hath Isaiah prophe- 
sied of you hypocrites as it is written, 
This people honoreth me with their 
lips but their heart is far from me.” On 
the other hand there are verses in this 
Unknown Gospel which have no paral- 
lels in our Gospels. 

One of the interesting readings which 
cannot be paralleled in our Gospels is 
this one: “And when they were per- 
plexed at his strange question, Jesus, as 
he walked, stood still on the edge of the 
river Jordan, and stretching forth his 
right hand he (papyrus here is missing) 
and sprinkled it upon the (here again 
the papyrus is missing). And then... 
(papyrus missing) ... water that had 
been sprinkled ... (papyrus missing)... 
before them and sent forth fruit.” We 
can see in spite of the missing parts in 
this papyrus that this incident cannot 
be found in our Gospels. 

There is an interesting variation of 
the stories told in Mark 1:40-42; Luke 
5:12-13; and Matthew 8:2-3 told in this 
Unknown Gospel. The story may be 
translated as follows: “And _ behold, 
there came to him a leper and said, 
‘Master Jesus, traveling with lepers and 
eating with them in the inn I myself 
became a leper. If you will, I am made 
clean.’ The Lord then said to him, ‘I 
will; be clean.’ And immediately the 
leprosy departed from him.” There is 
a similarity between the story related in 
the Unknown Gospel and those stories 
given in our Canonical Gospels. Still 
another interesting comparison is this 
verse from the Unknown Gospel: “And 
turning to the rulers of the people he 
spoke this saying, Search the Scriptures, 
in which ye think that ye have life; 
these are they which bear witness of 
me.” In John 5:39 we read: “Ye search 
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Personal Liability of Trustees 


church who, as trustees, signed notes 
for the purchase price of an organ 
were not personally liable on the same, 
decided the United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals, Fourth Circuit, in the case 
of Hawthorne v. Austin Organ Co., 71 
Fed. 2d, 945. The decision rests upon the 
ground that the members of the church 
society had passed a resolution empower- 
ing the trustees to execute the note. 
The opinion intimates that the trus- 
tees would have been personally liable 
had they acted without proper authority 
from the congregation. The court said: 
“It will be noticed that a trustee is 
excused from personal liability only if 
he is duly authorized to sign the instru- 
ment, in a representative capacity. Re- 
lying on this proviso, the plaintiff [the 
organ company] contends that no 
authority was given to the defendants 
by the church to sign the notes in suit 
on its behalf. Reference is made to the 
resolution passed by the congregation 
* * * wherein the report of the 
music committee was adopted, and the 
trustees of the church were authorized 


TT enuren wn of an_ unincorporated 


By Arthur L. H. Street 


and requested to sign the contract for 
the purchase of the organ; and also to 
the resolution * * * wherein the trus- 
tees were requested to sign the notes. 
The contention is that these resolutions 
did not empower the trustees to sign on 
behalf of the congregation, but merely 
to sign the contract themselves. The 
position is not tenable. The contract 
which the trustees were authorized and 
requested to sign was expressly entered 
into between the Organ Company, as 
party of the first part, and the church, 
as party of the second part, and it would 
be a perversion of the reasonable mean- 
ing of the resolutions to hold that the 
congregation did not authorize the trus- 
tees to sign the notes on its behalf, but 
merely on their account.” 


One of the three judges who heard 
the case, Judge Parker, dissented from 
the decision rendered by a majority of 
the court, on the ground that since the 
church society was not incorporated its 
members were liable and that the trus- 
tees were liable on the notes in their 
capacity as members. 








the Scriptures, because ye think that in 
them ye have eternal life; and these are 
they which bear witness of me.” Here 
again we see similarity if not identity. 
Other examples may be given but we 
may well ask, What is the importance 
of these papyri? 


Although these fragments have not 
been studied as thoroughly as they will 


be, two facts may be drawn. In the first | 


place, we have in the fragments of the 
Unknown Gospel the earliest specifically 
Christian manuscript yet discovered in 
Egypt. In the second place, these frag- 
ments show that the Christians in the 
middle of the second century of our era 
used the codex form in their writings. 


Every Christian desires to know more 
about the history and manner in which 
the greatest of books, the Bible, evolved. 
It is by means of the discoveries of 
these ancient fragments that scholars 
are daily piecing together the story of 
our sacred books of ancient days. 


OUR FAITH 


Our faith is not in saint’s bones, 
In altars of vain sacrifice; 
Nor is it in the stately stones 
That rise in beauty toward the 
skies. 


Our faith is in the Christ who 
walks 
With men to-day, in street and 
mart; 
The constant Friend who thinks 
and talks 
With those who seek him with 
the heart. 


—Thomas Curtis Clark. 





Life, lived abundantly, has little con- 
cern about calculation of rewards. 


* * * 


Opportunity and responsibility are in- 
separable. 








AGREEMENT 
Between Workers in the Educa- 
tional Program and the Board of 
Religious Education of the East 
Congregational Church of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 





In consideration of my election or 
appointment to a position in the 
educational program of the East 

Congregational Church, I agree to 

the following provisions: 

1. To accept and faithfully per- 
form the duties of my office 
from date below throughout 
current calendar year. 

2. Be willing to be transferred to 
any class of any department, 
when, after advising with the 
proper administrative officers, it 
is their judgment the change 
will serve the larger interests 
of the whole educational pro- 
gram of the church. 

3. In event I find it impossible to 
continue my services for any 
reason, I will notify the super- 
intendent of the department in 
writing thirty days in advance. 

4. If compelled to be absent one or 
more Sundays during the year, 
I agree to notify my superin- 
tendent previously and, if pos- 
sible, to provide an acceptable 
substitute. 

5. In order to increase the effec- 
tiveness of my own service and 
to help develop higher stand- 
ards of work for our church, I 
agree to either attend a Teach- 
er’s Training Class or read at 
least two appproved books on 
Religious Education and a 
magazine of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

6. I further agree to attend the 
monthly departmental confer- 
ence and the morning church 
service, unless prevented by 
some good reason. 

7. I affirm my purpose to be pres- 
ent Sunday morning on time, 
9:45 o’clock, to maintain disci- 
pline; to create right attitudes 
of reverence and worship, and 
to help develop the spirit of 
cooperation between teachers, 
pupils, parents and administra- 
tive officers. 

In consideration of the above 

agreements, the Board of Religious 

Education and the Church Staff 

agree: 

1. To provide building, heated, 
lighted, ventilated and cleaned, 
with necessary equipment and 
materials for the efficient in- 
struction in the Jesus Way of 
Life. 

2. To make available at least two 
magazines on religious educa- 
tion and maintain a library of 
books for your approved read- 
ing. 

3. We further agree to help you, 
by counsel and conference, in 
the harmonious progress of our 
educational program to the end 
that we may see boys and girls, 
men and women, “increase in 
wisdom, and stature, and in 
favor with God and man.” 
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The Value of a Unified Budget 


By H. Wilbur Polson, Cedar Falls, Iowa 


budget? That is what happened at 

the First Christian Church of Mt. 
Morris, Illinois, of which Noble A. Bol- 
linger is pastor. Unusual success was 
experienced even the first year, and those 
responsible for the change are most en- 
thusiastic and eager for its continuance. 


Under the old plan of church finance, 
the Illinois church had a deficit of $3.65 
in the regular fund at the beginning of 
1935, and a building fund balance of 
$44.85, making a net balance of $41.20. 


On Jan. 1, 1936, after the plan had 
been in operation one entire year, the 
regular fund showed a balance of cash 
on hand of $44.20 and a building fund 
balance of $168.13. The total net bal- 
ance amounted to $212.33. How many 
churches can show a balance sheet of 
such proportions for 1935? 


The new project eliminated the many 
church organization treasuries and com- 
bined them into one large treasury for 
the entire church. In the place of a 
Sunday school treasury, several mission- 
ary organization treasuries, ladies’ aid 
treasury and many others, one treasurer 
was elected to keep the funds for the 
entire church and all offerings were 
paid directly into one treasury. 

Classes and other organizations con- 
tinued to have small contingent funds 
for their own activities, but put as little 
stress upon them as possible, and were 
not expected to aid, as organizations, in 
earning money for the church treasury. 


Cm a church change to a unified 


The customary Sunday school offering 
was eliminated. The offering plates 
were passed at church, then again at 
the closing session of Sunday school for 
the benefit of those not attending both 
services. The worship program for the 
year had been previously rearranged 
with the hope that both services would 
be attended. 


Not one of the laborious “extra money” 
earning activities, ‘Which had been prac- 
ticed in previous years and which most 
churches adopt because of necessity, 
were used. All offerings were voluntary 
and no person was made to feel it neces- 
Sary to give to special funds or to donate 
to special causes. However, those who 
wished to give additional funds to spe- 
cific purposes were invited to do so. 


Each person attending regularly, in- 
cluding the children, was asked at the 
beginning of the year the approximate 
amount that he or she could give each 
Sunday regularly throughout the year. 





These pledges ranged from one cent to 
several dollars for each week. A bud- 
get, based on the previous year’s finan- 
cial statement, was prepared and served 
as the basis for the plan. 


After the new project was placed in 
operation, very little was said about 
money during the year. Some con- 
tributors were forced, through circum- 
stances, to reduce their pledges, and 
about an equal number found it possible 
to raise their pledges as they became 
more familiar and enthusiastic with the 
plan. 


During the year the church dropped 
all of the usual money raising projects— 
suppers, bazaars, bake sales, special col- 
lections, and other similar activities. 
This relieved the membership of the 
church from repeated calls for donations 
of money and time, besides giving them 
a sense of pride, independence and 
stability which had been lacking. More 
effort was devoted to constructive church 
work. 


This unified worship program and 
financial project had a direct effect on 
the loyalty and faithfulness of members 
in their attendance at the regular serv- 
ices. Increased average attendance at 
both Sunday school and church services 
has been reported, Mr. Bolinger said. 


The success of the plan during the 
first year was possible because of the 
wholehearted cooperation of the entire 
membership. Two years ago, 50 sets of 
collection envelopes were sufficient. In 
1936, this number will be doubled. 


The church budget for 1936 is $2630.50 
or about $70 more than was spent in 
1935. Expenses each week will approxi- 
mate $50. 


As stated by Mr. Bolinger results of 
the plan are very self evident. Some of 
them are: 


The people are giving directly as an 
act of worship and devotion to a cause 
that they believe in and in which they 
are willing to invest in a fair portion of 
their life. 

Both young and old are making 
pledges to the church. As a rule every 
member of the family has his or her 
offering for the Lord’s work and the 
church has a new personal significance 
for each person, young or old. 

Every person who contributes to the 
church is making a contribution to every 
part of the church program. The church 
in its entirety becomes of personal inter- 
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est to each individual. This means a 
broadening of knowledge and interests 
on the part of all the people in their 
relationship to the church. An in- 
formed, interested and spiritually minded 
church membership is a guarantee of 
financial support for a practical and 
challenging church program. 

Even the boys and girls are thinking 
in terms of the total church program 
and its support rather than just the 
Sunday school or some other part of its 
work. The church is now giving to the 
community a program of Christian edu- 
cation. The Sunday school as a sep- 
arate institution no longer exists. The 
church school simply becomes the edu- 
cational department of the church. 

A layman in the church states, “The 
membership owes a debt of gratitude to 
Mr. Bolinger for his vision in developing 
the plan and for the leadership in carry- 
ing it out.” 

Mr. Bolinger predicts that this plan 
will spread rapidly when results become 
apparent and that it will be adopted by 
many churches in the next few years. 





THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH 


Dr. John A. Macay, in his book en- 
titled, “The Other Spanish Christ,” re- 
lates an incident that poses the ethical 
problem of the Church. He declares 
that whoever- has visited Seville during 
Holy Week will never forget the scene 
of woe which the Cathedral presents 
through out the midnight hours of Eas- 
ter Friday, with its High Altar shrouded 
with a huge dark veil and its immense 
nave filled with women who groan and 
lament the night long. But, he con- 
tinues, as soon as pealing bells announce 
that Christ is risen, the populace rises 
from its mourning to attend the first 
bull fight of the season. 

People come within the influence of 
the Church, molded by the atmosphere 
and values and practices of the world of 
bull fights and other social phenomena, 
And they pass from out the influence of 
the Church to enter again into the 
stream of the formative influence of 
the world. In analyzing this world 
with prophetic insight and in seeking to 
transform it with prophetic self-aban- 
don, the Church will create a new in- 
dividual who will in turn create a world 
of social relationships that will be an 
earnest of the coming of the Kingdom 
of God on earth. 

Cameron P. Hall in The Younger 
Churchmen Look At the Church; Edited 
by Ralph H. Read; The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 





The measure you use is your 


measure. 
J. B. Meriam 


























A test 


at our expense 
will convince 
you that the 
new ROYAL 
. Folding Chair 


1S comfortable 









MERICA’S Finest 
steel folding chair 
will be sent for 
free trial if you are inter- 
ested. An entirely im- 
proved principle in folding 
chair action. 

Greater Comfort, Strength, 
Folding Ease, Durability 
and Convenience, are out- 
standing proved features. 
Our catalog will interest 
you and our free trial will 
convince you. 


Rowal 


METAL MFG. CO. 


“ Metal Furniture Since'97" 


1123 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 
25 West 45th Street New York 


Royal Distributors in 38 States. 
Branches In 


Toronto Los Angeles Boston 
Pittsburgh San Francisco 











CHURCH MANAGEMENT for A pril, 1936 





My Hobby Is Homing Pigeons 


Y hobby is raising and flying 
M homing pigeons — and what a 

hobby! Think of the thrill one 
has when, twenty-five to a hundred 
miles from home, in the mountains or 
elsewhere, he fastens a message to the 
bird’s leg, or places it in the little alumi- 
num cylinder fastened to the leg, gives 
the bird a “toss” and he is gone. Or 
again, it is a thrill of another kind when 
one has sent his birds by rail to a sta- 
tion two or three hundred miles away 
with instructions to the station master 
to release them at a certain hour in the 
morning. By consulting a map, the 
owner reckons the airline distance, al- 
lows some forty to fifty miles per hour 

















A Hobby the Entire Family Can Enjoy 


and goes out in the afternoon to scan 
the heavens for his feathery ships of the 
air which have been travelling home- 
ward, directed by some mysterious in- 
stinctive compass. By and by the little 
winged specks appear, and in a few mo- 
ments they come gliding down, entering 
at once through the trap door for food 
and water. To a homing pigeon, even 
more than to a human being, however 
humble the place of his birth, “there’s 
no place like home.” 


How do these birds know where home 
is when they are far away in strange 
surroundings? Surely God alone knows; 
the experts disagree! All we can say, as 
someone has put it, they are “born edu- 
cated.” Released, they circle several 
times climbing upward, and before long 
they are on the elevated highway to 
home. Sometimes, when circling over- 
head they seem to orient themselves very 
suddenly and in part of a minute are 
out of sight. It would be interesting in- 
deed if one could know what takes place 
in the nervous system of the bird in the 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Win- 


ters, California. 


By Charles P. Barkman* 


minute or two it consumes in getting 
away. 


Homing pigeons are descendants of the 
wild rock pigeons of earlier times, and 
are the result of centuries of cross- 
breeding and selection. It is doubtless 
from these they have inherited their 
ability to orient themselves and to en- 
dure flights as much as 600 miles in one 
day or 1000 miles in two days. 


I have two strains: brown. checkered 
homers and blue checkered homers, at 
present fourteen in all. Color is im- 
material, except that whites are more 
easily seen by hawks. A good bird is one 
that has a broad skull, a long face, a 
V-shaped beak, prominent bright eyes, 
the body stream-lined throughout, with 
long wings extending approximately to 
the end of the tail. A good bird is 
friendly, preferably tame, loyal to his 
mate, and attends to his own business 
of nest-building, hatching and feeding 
the young. The final test of a good bird 
is what he can do in flight. In fact, any 
bird that can’t get home is not wanted. 
He is of no value as breeding stock. 
Matings are normally for life, some of 
the birds mating as early as six months 
of age. 


The size of the fly-pen and loft is very 
secondary. In fact, homers are more 
easily cared for in restricted quarters, 
some owners having a pair or two ina 
small wire enclosure outside a garret 
window. Cleanliness and sunlight are 
essential. It is very important that at 
least once a day, preferably twice, the 
birds be let out for a fly. It is inter- 
esting to note that if they are not exer- 
cised daily, they do not return promptly 
when tossed for a fly. If they are exer- 
cised regularly, they return from their 
exercise flights in less than an hour. 
The flight of these birds about the home 
loft delights the eye of the enthusiast. 
Their take-offs, maneuvers, divings and 
landings surpass any invention yet made 
by man. How they know when all are 
turning to the right or left, or up or 
down, etc., is a mystery. 


My fiy-pen is 16 feet long, 6 feet wide 
and 7 feet high. The loft is 6 feet by 
7 feet by 7 feet. Roosts should be sep- 
arate, each bird having his own and 
guarding it as he does his nest. Wil- 
liam James spoke oh the “reserve ener- 
gies of men” unlocked by love, danger, 
etc. So it is with a pigeon. He is a 
much better fighter, calling on his re- 
serve of strength and courage when he 
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is in his rights; that is, when another 
bird is invading his domain. 


Eighteen days is the incubation period 
for pigeon eggs. Usually both eggs 
hatch, the parents carrying the empty 
shells out of the nest. 

When the young birds are six or eight 
days old they are banded with a small, 
numbered aluminum band which is 
slipped over the toes. This number, 
along with the bird’s date of birth and 
parentage, is entered in a permanent 
record for many future references. 


The young birds are let out of the loft 
at four or five weeks of age. At first 
they frighten easily and seem somewhat 
stupid. They cannot then fly a few 
hundred yards and find their way as 
easily as they can do 200 miles at ten 
months of age. After four or five weeks 
of flying around outside the loft, the 
young bird is placed in a basket or 
slatted box and taken only about one 
mile away. Later distances are two, 
five, ten, twenty-five, etc., miles. Be- 
fore long he is ready for 100 or even 200 
miles the first year. Some of my birds 
did 220 miles when ten months old, tak- 
ing off in an unfavorable mountain 
region. One of them was shot but ar- 
rived home with the others. On an- 
other occasion they were attacked by a 
hawk. He selected one for his prey 
which dove to the ground, the hawk 
following and striking it. Although I 
searched the ground for half an hour I 
could not find the bird and gave it up 
as dead. Upon arriving home from my 
trip I found it there before me. It had 
hid itself very securely indeed. 


There is an old saying that “birds of a 
feather flock together.” Indeed they do. 
On one occasion I took five flyers some 
sixty miles from home. Inasmuch as 
these birds had always flown together 
they were this time to be released singly. 
The first one circled high and disap- 
peared from view. Five minutes later 
the second bird did the same, when 
presently the two birds returned for the 
other three. The third one released lit 
in a tree, he was so confused. When 
the fourth one was released the third 
one flew from the\tree, these two join- 
ing the first two. After the fifth one 
was released these birds all flew away 
home. Even birds like “fellowship” on 
their journeys. 





Professional Assistance . . 


IN ORGAN SELECTION 
Charles H. Finney, A.A.G.O., A.B., Mus.B. 
Organist, Church of the Covenant, Erie, Pa. 


The selection of an organ requires experi- 
ence and knowledge. I can help you to se- 
cure the best value for the money invested. 
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THERS 


The largest and safest financial institution in the world, Life 
insurance, is founded on the lofty “or Others” motive. And 
the particular plan which has been most popular with the inves- 
tors in that great institution has been the “For Others ONLY” 
plan—that is, the Ordinary Life policy issued by all Life Insur- 





ance companies. 


The Ministers Life and Casualty Union offers an improved 
“Ordinary Life” policy at less cost. 


Most Ordinary Life policies mature at age 96. The M.L.C.U. 
Ordinary Life matures at age 85—you have eleven fewer annual 
payments to make and the face of the policy is paid to you, if 
living, at age 85 instead of at age 96. Of course, under either 
policy its principal sum is paid to your beneficiary in case of 
your death prior to maturity. 


This M.L.C.U. policy may be taken with a “Permanent Dis- 
ability and Waiver of Premiums” rider. Under this plan, if you 
should be permanently disabled, the Union would pay you 
$10.00 per month per $1000 of the face of your policy, and you 
would have no further premiums to pay, and in addition, your 
policy would pay you its full face at age 85, or pay your 
beneficiary in event of your earlier death. 


This better policy will cost you less at most ages than an Ordi- 
nary Life policy in a commercial company, which would mature 
at age 96 instead of 85 and which would pay no permanent dis- 
ability indemnity. 


Why not get full particulars? No obligation—no agent. Just 
drop us a card or mail in the following coupon. 

















THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
15th Floor, Wesley Temple Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please send me full information on the Endowment at-age-85 policy an- 
nounced in the April issue of CHURCH MANAGEMENT. 


PM re cht Sk 0B bck 8 Sra: bbe Deaie sik nme b WHO hae Gash ae dedlekreeaeaees 
PON ss 5 hack tral wet Aiaach Acad We DSHS AOS AEE TH DAG PEON WR DOE d Ue wad REe EN we 
0 ene ee eT ee ee. 
ee gg) Denomination ............... 


Month Day Year 
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The Petit Ensemble 


In recent noteworthy installations Kilgen 
specially-designed large church organs have 
reached new heights of artistry. Refine- 
ments in action and tone have been achieved 
where improvement had seemed impossi- 
ble. . . . See these new Kilgen creations if 
you are considering the purchase of an or- 
gan. 

Churchmen, musicians, and musical 
authorities the country over have welcomed 
and endorsed the Petit Ensemble as the 
master of small church organs. Its amaz- 
ing possibilities and modest price are bring- 
ing real pipe organ music into many 
churches and chapels where satisfying re- 
ligious music was never known before. 


We invite you to send for special litera- 
ture. 


Geo. Kilgen & Son 


Incorporated 
4026 N. Union Blvd. St. Louis, Mo. 


Listen to the Kilgen Organ 
Broadcast each Monday 
evening over KMOX at 
10:45 P. M. (C. S. T.) 
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Candle 


Flame 
Lamps 
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~Sreeting to your congregation 





@ Nalco Candle Flame Lamps beautify the 
church interior with their soft mellow 
candle glow at any time. 

@ But it is particularly effective to fit altar 
lights, candelabra and all other candle 
type fixtures with them for Easter Services. 

@ Their symbolic and dignified appearance 
(hardly distinguishable from an actual 
candle) will create the ideal setting for 
services at this period. 

@ Candle Flame Lamps are economical to 
use, burning only 6 to 7 watts and are 
guaranteed for 1000 hours life. 


@ Write for full details. 25¢ with your in- 
quiry will bring sample lamp. 


North American ElectricLamp Co. 
1153-F South Broadway St. Louis, Mo. 
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The Banquet Without A 


Vacant Chair 


A Visual Sunday School Lesson By Arnold C. Westphal* 


MAKING AND MANIPULATING 


The Object 

1. Make five signs, as in Fig. 1, print- 
ing the words WIFE, OXEN, ACRES, 
CAUSES, REF. 

2. The words, OXEN, ACRES, 
CAUSES are to have their FRONT 
ENDS glued to the back of the sign 
WIFE, as in Fig. 2. The O of OXEN 
should be directly back of the E in 


[WIFE] OFENIACRES | CAUSES] REF 
WFEXENS) ~~ (EXOUSES] 
t 




















FIG. 3. 











WIFE. The A in ACRES should be 
directly back of the X in OXEN, and 
the C in CAUSES directly back of the 
C in ACRES. 

NOTE. (Only the ENDS of the sign 
should be glued down, so none of the 
letters are obscure when unfolded, for 
all of the letters must be visible at some 
time during the lesson development. 
Fig. 4 is another view of the completed 
object, after it has been glued.) 

3. Later, cut off WIF in WIFE. Cut 
off EN in OXEN. Cut off RES in 
ACRES, and you will have EXCUSES, 
as in Fig. 3. 

4. Hold the REF over the EXC of 
EXCUSES and show REFUSES. 

The Lesson 

It has been said that “the way to a 
man’s heart is through his stomach.” 
Jesus once fed 5000 stomachs in order 
to reach that many hearts. Later he 
fed 4000 to teach them. Still later, He 
went home with Zacchaeus, the despised 
publican, to dine with him, and to talk 
His way into his heart as He dined. 

Jesus knew that the common experi- 
ence of all men was hunger, three times 
a day, so a feast was always a good sub- 
ject. Watering mouths are like aching 
hearts. They seek something that will 
satisfy. When Jesus spoke about a feast, 


*This visual lesson known as a “VISUAL 
LESSON HEART” coordinates with the Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, April 5, 
1936. All materials for this lesson can be se- 
cured from the author, ready to use, for 20 
cents. This is a new service offered weekly 
by Mr. Westphal, to those wishing to.give a 
visual summary of the Uniform Lesson. He 
provides all materials, and a well written les- 
son sheet for $2.50 per quarter of 13 lessons. 
A month’s supply of material is sent at a time. 
Subscriptions can begin any Sunday of any 
quarter. Address, VISUAL EVANGELS, Arnold 
Carl Westphal, Salem, Ohio. 





He needed no billboard announcement, 
for the people came, reasoning, “He 
might even turn the stones into stuffing, 
and the dust into delicacies, and feed 
we.” 


He Preached at a Feast—to His Host 

In our lesson today, however, Jesus 
was not speaking to the milling multi- 
tudes. Rather He spoke to one man, His 
host, who had invited Him to dinner. 
Jesus had noticed how His fellow guests 
had selfishly sought the high places at 
the feast, and He had suspected the host 
of being guilty of inviting these friends, 
so they could, in turn, invite him when 
they had a feast, in a sort of a social 
round. A little group staying within it- 
self. Jesus knew the danger of social 
cliques, so He told them the story of the 
UNIVERSAL BANQUET THAT HAD 
NO VACANT CHAIRS. 


I Have Married a Wife 

(Fold the object so WIFE only shows.) 
The servant had issued invitations to the 
master’s friends. When all was ready, 
he bade them to come. One said, “Sorry, 
but I just married a wife. Excuse me.” 
He reasoned he could not bring her and 
he would not come alone. He was not 
like the Scotchman who took his honey- 
moon at Niagara Falls alone. Asked 
why he did not bring his wife, he said, 
“She had already seen it.” I guess a 
man can be excused from some things 
for a honeymoon, including church, but 
many honeymooners treat the church as 
though the honeymoon was lasting for- 
ever, and they treat each other as 
though it was over when the last bag 
was unpacked after the week end wed- 
ding trip. 
I Bought Oxen 

(Fold Object so only OXEN shows.) 
Another said, “I just bought ten OXEN, 
and I will have my hands full. Excuse 
me.” No doubt it took him longer to eat 
at home than if he had come, for the 
banquet “was ready.” He missed the 
feast—but then it was just a case of ten 
oxen being yoked with a single ass. 
I Bought Some Land 

(Fold all back but ACRES.) Another 
said, “I just bought some ACRES of 
land. It was a blind buy, so I want to 
see it. Excuse me.” ‘There has been 
many a man who bought land that later 
proved to be his graveyard, because he 
buried himself in it. 
Other Causes 

(Show CAUSES.) Through the years, 
we have had panics and depressions. 
Many have gone to the walls, but one 
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business goes on forever. It is the “The 
Excuse Manufacturing Business.” Many 
CAUSES are offered for failure to attend 
to the things of God. Those who haven’t 
married wives are getting ready to. 
Those who haven’t purchased oxen have 
purchased new autos, and they must see 
if they climb, “put” and idle properly. 
Those who haven’t bought new land are 
so busy paying the taxes on what they 
already have, they don’t have time... 
etc. 

The Invited Guests Were Cut Off 

(Cut off WIF from WIFE, EN from 
OXEN, RES from ACRES, and show 
EXCUSES. Because they offered these 
flimsy EXCUSES, the master ordered 
the servant to throw the feast open to 
all, that there be no vacant chairs. He 
ordered the blind, the maimed, the lame 
and the halt brought in, and he had the 
highwaymen and robbers brought in 
from their hiding places in the hedges 
to enjoy the feast. 

The Real Reason Men Miss the Feast 

(Place the REF over the first three 
letters of EXCUSES, showing RE- 
FUSES.) 

Here is the real reason they missed the 
feast. The man who doesn’t come be- 
cause he married a wife or bought oxen 
or acres, does not really stay away be- 
cause he has legitimate EXCUSES—but 
rather because he REFUSES to come. 
We AMERICANS do what we AMERI- 
CANS want to do, despite wife, oxen or 
acres. 


PLYMOUTH PEACE PLAY CONTEST 
SPONSORED BY 
THE COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL ACTION 
CONGREGATIONAL AND 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


Wanted: a one-act play on the general 
theme of peace. The scene of the play 
may be located in any place, at any time, 
depicting any situation, but obviously the 
play should have implications pertinent 
to the present world need. ~The theme 
may be developed from the international, 
inter-racial, economic, or religious aspect 
of peace. 

There is no limit to the number of 
characters, but the play is to be made 
available for amateur performance and 
should be written with that fact in mind. 
It may be any length, preferably under 
one hour’s playing time. 

The judges the contest will be: 

Whitford ant, actor and producer, 

New York Ci 

Robert Morss Lovett, University of 

Chicago and Hull House 

Louise Leonard Wright, Chairman 

International Relations League of 
Women Voters 

Walter H. Baker Company, Boston, 
who are specialists in distinctive peace 
plays, will pay to the playwright of the 
winning play one hundred dollars and 
will make publishing arrangements with 
the authors of such other of the plays 
submitted as meet their needs. The win- 
ning play will be published without 
royalty fee. 

It is expected that the prize play will 
have its premiere showing at the Gen- 
eral Conference of Congregational and 
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Now Is the Time for New Hymnals in Your Church 








years. 





The PILGRIM HYMNAL 


5910 Hymns... 86 Pages of Worship Material .. . 
40 Introits, Chants and Choral Responses 


Hymns 

A wide variety of carefully selected hymns— 
the best of the old hymns, well-loved gospel 
hymns, and the newer hymns expressing the 


religious and _ social 


Worship Section 


Revised in 1935 to include Orders of Wor- 
ship, Services for Special Occasions, Prayers, 
Litanies, Responsive and Unison Readings. 


You cannot appreciate this hymnal until 
you have examined it. 
copy today. 


Available in Two Bindings, Green and Brown 


$1.00 a copy, in Quantities 
(plus transportation charges) 


aspirations of recent 


Send for a sample 





Have the Pilgrim Hymnal in your church for Easter! 





14 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 





The Pilgrim Press 


19S. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 


















To obtain the finest edition of the Scriptures is 
the desire of everyone. The chief points to be 
considered are: 

READABILITY sharp, clear and well printed. 


OPACITY strong, thin, will not “show 
through.” 


Harper Bibles 


INCLUDING HIS MAJESTY’S PRINTERS’ AND BAGSTER EDITIONS 


Ask your bookseller to show you the Harper Bibles, or write for your FREE copy of 
catalog B3 giving full details of the various sizes and styles. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 East 33rd Street, New York, N. Y. 










CRAFTSMANSHIP printing and binding by 
artisans of experience who know how. 
DURABILITY all materials used the best that 

can possibly be obtained. 
Add to the above the attractive box and gold 
paper bands used on Harper Bibles and you 
will have the perfect book. 


oe ~ 














Christian Churches at Holyoke, Massa- 
chusetts, in June, 1936. 

The cost of production and promotion 
will be borne by the Young Peoples’ Or- 
ganizations of Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The contest closes April 20, 1936. 

Address all plays: Plymouth Peace 
Play Contest, 5757 University Ave., Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 


THE FIRES OF EVANGELISM Y 
NEEDED 


‘I know a man who will face almost 
any personal discomfort for a fishing 
expedition. He will endure the cold, 
stand all day in the water, whip the 
stream, eat only a sandwich or two, and 
come in with a pitiful catch, and be the 
picture of enthusiasm But the fisher 


of men wants everything favorable, and 
the fish even placed on his line by some 
accommodating friend, and even then is 
reluctant to pull himin.... 

Cried John Knox, “Give me Scotland 
or I die.” Said Henry Martyn, “I desire 
to burn out for God.” Thomas Coke 
cried, “If you won’t go or send, I’ll go 
myself.” Said Carey, “If I begin a thing 
I’ll go through with it.” But where are 
the modern heralds? When do we hear 
any passionate herald of the eross cry, 
“Here am I; send me’? We need to 
build the fires of evangelism again in 
the hearts of our people. The great 
commission has been framed and hung 
on the wall, but it has lost its authority 
over our lives. 

John Benjamin Magee in Great Ser- 
mons On Evangelism; Compiled by A. 
Earl Kernahan; Cokesbury Press. 
































BOOK BROADCASTINGS 


What the Writers hawe to Offer 

















Christian Thought 


Why Do Men Suffer? by Leslie D. 
Weatherhead. The Abingdon Press. 224 
pages. $1.25. 

Leslie D. Weatherhead, the author of 
this book, is a veteran of the World War, 
and was a chaplain to the British troops. 
After the war he was pastor of the Eng- 
lish Church in Madras, India. Today he 
is minister of a Wesleyan Church, Bruns- 
wick Church, Leeds. He is the author of 
several published works and is probably 
best known for his work: “Jesus, and 
Ourselves.” 

The problem of human suffering has 
its chapter in most every book on phil- 
osophy, and has enough books to its 
credit to make a library all its own. So, 
the tendency may be to put this book 
aside as just another volume in the al- 
ready too large a library of books on 
this old subject. Also, it will be the more 
surprising to hear a reviewer say that he 
has not read a better presentation on the 
problem of pain, and whoever puts this 
book by will be missing a very refreshing 
and thought building book. 

The author does not attempt “to of- 
fer a glib and easy answer to problems 
which have baffied so many earnest and 
able thinkers.” The effort is made to 
“make sure that some of the clouds are 
not within the minds of men rather than 
around the throne of God.” 


He argues that the heart of the uni- 
verse is friendy, and while we may not 
call this world in the making the best of 
all possible worlds, it is the world of best 
possibilities. The world is not yet what 
God means it to be. God’s omnipotence 
is manifested in the sense that His power 
is the capacity to produce only what is 
inherently possible. The point is not 
what God can do but what He does do. 

There is an unforgettable chapter on 
the fallacy of regarding natural calami- 
ties as divine judgments, pregnant with 
thoughts that ought to be brought forth 
in eloquent sermons for the tuition of 
church people yet bound by primitive 
ideas about the deity. 

The book is no plea for resignation to 
pain as the will of God. “Is suffering 
the Will of God?” takes a whole chap- 
ter that will be the basis for many a 
Sunday morning’s thought. “It is a spir- 
itual duty to fight and overcome disease.” 
Maximum spiritual efficiency is not 
reached apart from maximum physical 
efficiency. 

There is no play to catch conditioned 
emotional loyalties. It is a fair field 
where arguments of John Stuart Mill 
and ilk have full expression. Agreements 
come in the most surprising places, and 
are most plausible. The discussion is 
very frank. The whole tone of the work 
is one of reverence. It is a good strong 
book. 

The volume is certain to have a wide 
reading. Pastors who care to have fresh 
and vigorous things to say about old 
themes will be the first in its pages, and 
the first pages to sound its messages. 

| Rav. 2. 





Jesus As Teacher, by Henry B. Shar- 


man. Harper and Brothers. 168 pages. 
$2.00. 
What did Jesus teach? There have 


been scores of books written upon this 
subject but very few, if any, allowed the 
Gospel records to speak for themselves. 
Jesus as a teacher, in most studies, has 
been buried beneath interpretation. The 
author of this volume has applied the 
most objective method possible in pre- 
senting to the reader Jesus as Teacher. 
Using the revised version as his medium 
of expression, Dr. Sharman selects the 
most probable record of each episode, 
and the oldest wording of each saying. 
We see him, in this volume, as great 
teacher speaking in the language of the 
Gospels yet he is overpowering in his 
impression of personality and creative 
utterance. The only interpretative ele- 
ment in the book is a suggestive analysis 
made clear by fresh and striking titles. 
The author divides the work into four 
major parts. After the prologue in 
which the author’s purpose and method 
are outlined, the record of Matthew, 
Mark and Luke is presented. The third 
part consists of the “Messianic Inter- 
ludes,” which the author believes are no 
part of the original teaching of Jesus 
but form the background of his activity. 
The last part is entitled, “The Record of 
John, Philosophy and Psychology of Re- 
ligion.” A thoughtful epilogue concludes 
the book. 

This book is an admirable contribution, 
from the best of modern scholarship, 
toward the presentation of Jesus as 
Teacher. To the disillusioned youth, to 
the religiously perplexed, and even to 
New Testament scholars, the vividness 
of the personality that stands forth in 
this book may come as surprise. Not 
only is this book a successful picturing 
of Jesus in the language of the revised 
version as a teacher but it is also an ex- 
cellent example of good printing. We wel- 
come such a book to our library shelves. 


We. he, Be 


Bible and Bible Characters 


The Epistle to the Hebrews, by Theo- 
dore H. Robinson. Harper Bros., N. Y. 

Here is another in the series entitled, 
“The Moffat New Testament Com- 
mentary” under the general editorship of 
that great New Testament scholar, James 
Moffatt. These commentaries not only 
embody high scholarship and devout re- 
ligious feeling, but they have what to 
many will be a distinct advantage in that 
the exegesis is based on Moffatt’s trans- 
lation of the New Testament. It is in- 
evitable that a literature should grow 
up around this, the most quickening 
and provocative translation of modern 
times; it is fitting that the literature be 
under the direction of the translator. 

The commentator on Hebrews, Dr. 
Robinson, comes to this study with an 
adequate and unique equipment. He is 
professor of Semitic Languages in Uni- 
versity College, Cardiff, and has been 
visiting Professor in Old Testament to 





the University of Chicago and to Halle- 
Wittenberg in Germany. He is a thor- 
oughly Christian scholar, at home in the 
New Testament. (He has already con- 
tributed to this series the Commentary 
on Matthew.) Yet because of his ma- 
jor interest he brings to the task of in- 
terpreting this particular New Testa- 
ment writing a mastery of Hebrew litera- 
ture, thought-forms and points of view 
out of which the Epistle came. We ex- 
pect much light on this difficult book 
and we are not disappointed. 

In the first place, we ask of any new 
commentary on Hebrews: “Any new 
light on the authorship?” Dr. Robinson 
is wise; he will not even hazard a guess 
at the identity of the author. But he 
does give us a picture of the writer’s 
mind that is of the greatest value. The 
author was a Christian Jew and his book 
is one of the great documents of primi- 
tive Christianity that came from the 
Jewish wing of the Church. But more: 
“Hebrews” came from a Jew of the syna- 
gogue rather than of the Temple; from 
a Jew who knew and loved the Septua- 
gint rather than the Scriptures in 
Hebrew; a Jew of the school of Egyptian 
Judaism rather than that of Jerusalem; 
a Jew who was trained in the Hellenistic 
Jewish philosophy of Alexandria, whose 
basic Hebrew thought had been deeply 
modified by Greek philosophy and who 
had succeeded in making a synthesis of 
two by use of the allegorical method of 
Biblical interpretation. 

Knowing, then, the general background 
of the author, we have three keys to un- 
lock his meaning. First, Dr. Robinson 
holds as we have seen, that the author 
of Hebrews was deeply versed in the 
Jewish-Alexandrian philosophy. The sec- 
ond key to the book is furnished by Dr. 
Robinson’s great knowledge of Hebrew 
thought. The third key will be especially 
valuable to the preacher. Dr. Robinson 
vows to keep in mind the primary pur- 
pose of the Epistle itself, which is didac- 
tic and homiletic. “Again and again the 
writer interrupts the thread of his 
reasoning to emphasize the practical ap- 
plication of what he has said, to rebuke 
his hearers for a weakness, or to call 
them to higher spiritual levels.” The 
book’s value for not a few readers lies, 
thinks the commentator, not in its logic 
and dialectic but “rather in its passion 
for Christ, in its presentation of Him, 
not perhaps, as ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ but 
certainly as the perfect ‘Author of Salva- 
tion’ and its appeal for devoted service 
to Him.” 

H. J. 8. 


The Epistle Selections of the Ancient 
Church, by Dr. R. C. H. Lenski. The 
Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, 
Ohio. 932 pages. $4.50. 


This book is an exegetical-homiletical 
treatment of two Old Testament and 
sixty-two New Testament passages of 
scripture. It comprises a series of New 
Testament Epistle texts for the entire 
Lutheran Church year with suggested 
references from the Gospels. An inde- 


pendent translation of the Greek text is 
given to aid those who need it for under- 
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standing the original. The homiletic aids 
aim only to be suggestive. Sermonic out- 
lines of three or more are found at the 
end of each discussion of the Scripture 
passages. The first major division treats 
of “The Festival Half of the Church 
Year from the First Sunday in Advent 
to the Festival of the Trinity.” The 
translation of scripture passages is 
printed in very black bold type. The 
meaning of individual Greek words 
is explained by giving their Latin and 
German as well as their English equiva- 
lent. The author condemns lodges, mod- 
ernism, chiliasm, millennialism, the 
papacy, Calvinism, pseudo-prophets, per- 
sonal testimony, perfectionism, fraterniz- 
ing with non-Lutherans, non-use of 
actual wine in communion. He upholds 
verbal inspiration and all his con- 
clusions are conservative. The following 
authorities are used by the author: 
Robertson, Trench, Deissmann, Light- 
foot, Souter, Cremer-Koegel, Zahn, von 
Hofmann, Thayer, Wohlenberg, Gerhart 
Kittel, Liddell & Scott, Moulton & Mil- 
ligan, Winer. This volume represents the 
cream of conservative scholarship. 
homiletic aids are very helpful for ser- 
monic assistance and suggestions. 
interested in Greek exegesis should de- 


rive much benefit by reading its pages. | 
H. 


D. 


Studies in Ephesians, by E. Y. Mul- 
lins. The Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 144 pages. 
Cloth 60c. 


This book contains a table of contents, 
an outline of each chapter, questions for 
stimulation and review at the close of 
each chapter. At the close of the book, 
a bibliography of books on Bible study 
and on Ephesians (English and Greek) is 
given. In the introduction, the author 
discusses the epistle’s authorship, readers, 
time, place, etc. Eph. 1:1-14, sets forth 
God’s eternal purpose and comments on 
it, verse by verse. Christ’s exaltation to 
universal sovereignty is described, ex- 
plained, one verse at a time. Man’s spir- 
itual resurrection by God’s power is 
treated as is Paul’s apostleship and God’s 
wisdom through the _ church. The 
diversity of gifts among believers are 
briefly sketched as unifying agents. Some 
of the principal elements and essentials 


Its | 
Those | 


of practical Christian living in individual | 


emphasized in 
The 


and family life are 
Ephesians 4:17-32 and in 5:1-33. 
Christian’s armor is_ discussed 
Ephesians 6:1-24. The scripture text un- 
der every discussion is printed at the be- 
ginning of each of the nine divisions. 
H. DD. &, 


Bible Light on Everyday Problems, by 
Marie L. Harrison. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 245 pages. $2.35. 


The aim of this book is to help turn 
the leaves of e Bible for those to 
whom it might remain closed and sealed. 
To encourage them to seek in the Bible 
for guidance for everyday life to establish 
as a habit of mind and heart the stand- 
ards found in the teachings of Christ 
and in the prophets who foretold his 
coming. In furtherance of this aim the 
Biblical texts give perfect instruction and 
bearing on life and are of primary im- 
portance. The slight explanatory writing 
is wholly secondary. 

Short Bible passages are printed under 
subjects suggested by the Scripture 
selection. The book is divided into ten 
parts as follows: (1) Seek Ye First 


the Kingdom of God, (2) How to Learn 
Know 


To God, (3) EveryDay Laws, 








in | 


Raver 


ravel 


__ ee 


Wiressy 











Price Per Copy - 
$4 .00 


Scriptural! 


“It’s sane, simple, spiritual and most heartening. 
is thoroughly Scriptural. 
with a bracing note of authority such as is born only 
of experience. 
book before he wrote it. 
genuine profit and heartily recommend it.” 

Rev. Clovis G. Chappell, Pastor, First Methodist Church, Birmingham, Ala. 


_“The author presents these precious meditations as being no more than ‘a few 
| simple rules for the benefit of souls who are fainting in prayer.’ However, they 
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—— PRAYER.. 


By Dr. O. HALLESBY 
Understandable ! 


COMMENTS 


Pr Lr 
Satisfying! 


“T have been commending this book of Hallesby on 
PRAYER privately as I have gone here and there, and 
regard it as a book with a distinctly vital message on 
the all-important subject of prayer.” 


Rev. George W. Truett, 


Pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. 


“It is impossible for a real Christian to read this 
book and not want to spend more time in prayer. 
kindles a desire to have our seasons of prayer become 
real hours of rest to our souls as we come in our 
Savior’s name.” 


It 


The Sunday School Times. 


It 
But above all else it speaks 


One feels that the author lived this 
I myself have read it with 


| touch upon problems and present vistas of possible power which concern the 


| 


| Christ.” 


daily experience and relate to the highest aspirations of all the followers of 


Charles R. Erdman, 


The Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. 


“This book is a splendid text and worship guide, either for those who have 
| used, abused or neglected this high privilege and power.” 
Thelma Brown, Baptist Sunday School Board. 








At your Publisher or 








“AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE, Minneapolis 
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PSYCHOLOGY and the 
PROMETHEAN WILL 


By William H. Sheldon, M. D., Ph.D. 
Out of the welter of morbid, “adjust- 
mental” psychologies comes a new, 
penetrating study of far broader pur- 
view, which lays the foundation for a 
“developmental” psychology of utmost 
importance to every person concerned 
with religion and education. How can 
the will to face the future (Promethean 
Will) be kept alive? How can the dying 
back of the brain and the warping of 
human personalities be prevented? Dr. 
Sheldon’s book is a ualieies to every 
intelligent minister, teacher and layman. 

$2.50 





PRESENT THEOLOG- 
ICAL TENDENCIES 


By Edwin Ewart Aubrey. What is 
wrong with western culture? What 
positive help has the Christian religion 
to offer as a philosophy of civilization? 
Dr. Aubrey, with these questions in 
mind, has searched through the writ- 
ings of contemporary Christian thinkers. 
The result is a significant digest of the 
various schools of thought and a con- 
cise statement of the problems con- 
fronting theology today. A Religious 
Book Club selection. 2nd printing. $2. 





Reeke from Abroad 
ll CORINTHIANS 


By R. H. Strachan. The most recent 
addition to the Moffatt New Testament 
Commentary. “A fine piece of work, 
careful, scholarly and spiritual.” 
—London Expository Times. $3.50 


THE WORLD and GOD 
By H. H. Farmer. A study of Prayer, 
Providence, Miracle and Revelation in 
Christian experience. “Ranks with the 
best volumes in the Library of Con- 
structive Theology. One cannot give it 
higher praise.”—Methodist Recorder. 


THE VALLEY vai 
AND BEYOND 


By Anthony C. Deane. A book on life 
after death, written without vast 
theological presumptions. “Not merely 
for the bereaved, but for all those who 
think seriously on the great issues of 
life.”°—Manchester Guardian. $1.50 


KIERKEGAARD: 

HIS LIFE AND THOUGHT 
By E. L. Allen. “Gives an impressive 
2 Nae gee Cae explanation of his re 
sellious thinking. A worthy English 
introduction for the father of dialectical 
theology.” —Edwin E. Aubrey — $2.00 











Published by HARPER & BROTHERS, New York 




















ABINGDON 


Christ and His Cross 
By W. Russell Maltby 


@ The author is master of high thought 
and beautiful language. Two thirds of 
the book is occupied with devotional 
discussions of subjects such as, The 
Paradox of the Cross, Why They Cru- 
cified Him, Why Jesus Laid Down His 
Life. Then follows a scholarly study 
of the interpretations of the Cross, all 
of which claim high authority but none 
of which are without challenge. 

Net, $1.50, postpaid. 


Men Who Left a Name 


Giving Young People a Glimpse Into 
Modern Church History. 


By E. Leigh Mudge 


@ The complete history of the modern 
Christian Church cannot be crowded 
into one volume, but one may get a 
fairly accurate, although partial view of 
this large section of human history by 
the study of representative leaders. This 
book makes vivid a number of stages in 
the development of the Church through 
descriptions of outstanding men and 
women. Net, 50 cents, postpaid. 


The Church We Love 


By Luther B. Lovejoy 





@ Provide each member of your Every 
Member Canvass Committee with a 
copy of this book. It fits every day of 
the year—Christmas, Easter, Good Fri- 
day, New Year’s, Sunday, Monday, and 
the Fourth of July. One of its objects 
is to make the Christian life, and the 
Christian Church, what they are in- 
tended to be. Net, 25 cents, postpaid. 


The Church That Was 


and Is To Be 
By W. L. Ewing 


@ This little book was prepared to fill a 
long felt need often expressed by lay- 
men that there should be some compre- 
hensive connection between the early 
Church which was founded at Pentecost 
and the present-day Church. It shows 
how the Church lost its power and piety 
when it became politically powerful; 
how that after many trials and persecu- 
tions again at Aldersgate hearts were 
strangely warmed, and those with this 
new experience became a dynamic force 
for righteousness in the sin-sick world. 

Net, 25 cents, postpaid. 





At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
BOSTON PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 


DETROIT KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE. 
LN NE ENT TE TE! 
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(4) Everyday Needs, (5) Everyday 
Duties, (6) Everyday Faults, (7) Every- 
day Experiences, (8) Everyday Guid- 
ance, (9) Everyday Peace, (10) For 
Believers. An excellent and comprehen- 
sive table of contents is found in the 
beginning of the book. This is a very 
suggestive guide for Bible study. 
Hm. DD. 2. 


A Portrait of Peter, by J. Alexander 
Findlay. 214 pages. The Abingdon Press. 
$1.25. 

A new biography of Simon Peter must 
justify itself either by presenting an orig- 
inal point of view or by occupying a field 
not preempted by any other’ work. 
A Portrait of Peter is of value because 
of its filling a need, in spite of the mul- 
tiplicity of volumes dealing with the 
“Rock” Apostle. One of the merits of 
the book is its brevity and another its 
clarity. Without being to the slightest 
Gegree radical the author is hospitable 
to the findings of modern scholarship. 
The book is a “portrait” rather than a 
cut-and-dried biography. It gives the 
reader, however, the facts that he needs 
in regard to the life of Peter. The fact 
that the author has traveled widely in 
Palestine gives him an understanding of 
certain aspects of the life of Jesus and 
his disciples which are more or less con- 
fusing to those of us who lack a direct 
contact with the oriental world. 

Dr. Findlay in a work of this type is of 
necessity compelled to ignore many prob- 
lems which are based on textual study. 
He shows, himself, however, to be a 
careful student of the text of the New 
Testament. The book is replete with 
references to certain specific passages. 
Although this is probably unavoidable, 
the numerous parentheses interfere with 
the sweep of the narrative. The last 
chapter is entitled, “The Thoughts of 
Peter” and discusses the two epistles 
bearing the name of Peter. Dr. Findlay 
gives the pros and cons concerning the 
authorship of Peter I. He takes the posi- 
tion that Peter wrote the letter and that 
Silvanus, who assisted him wtih the com- 
position, was responsible for its excellent 
Greek. The volume contains much in- 
terpretation as well as the exposition. 
It is a distinctive and useful little book. 

L. H.C. 


Preachers and Preaching 





Sermon Hearts from the Psalms, by 
William H. Leach. Cokesbury Press. 
319 pages. $2.00. 

We are familiar with the two previ- 
ously published sermon Heart volumes, 
Sermon Hearts and Sermon Hearts from 
the Gospels. This new one takes its 
place in the series and is probably the 
most valuable of the three. Most of us 
have forgotten, if we ever knew, how to 
preach from the Psalms. One of the 
most significant things about the ser- 
mons in this volume is that so many 
come from the generation of Watkinson, 
Brooks, Maclaren, Morrison, Robertson 
and Spurgeon. Why? Because modern 
preachers have pretty largely neglected 
the Psalms. That is not entirely true as 
two of the best sermons in this volume 
are by Raymond Burns, pastor of the 
Congregational Church at Hudson, Ohio 
and Master of Religion in Western Re- 
serve Academy. Then there are three 
sermons by Lionel B. Fletcher. His name 
is particularly interesting now because 
he and F. W. Norwood have been called 
by the Free Church Council of Great 
Britain as general evangelists. What a 
team! 


Do you want an idea for a new funeral 
sermon? Try Francis Greenwood Pea- 
body’s sermon on “The Well in the Val- 
ley of Baca or John Snape’s sermon on 
“The Valley of Baca.” 


Sermon Hearts from the Psalms is, 
in a way, safer stimulation than reading 
the entire sermon. You are less apt to 
plagiarize. You get the stimulation of a 
good preacher’s thought without becom- 
ing too saturated with his style. 


The dominating message of the Psalms 
is “Comfort in God,” just the message 
broken lived people need. These 150 
sermon hearts are a liberal education in 
the way to preach the gospel of comfort 
to the present world’s fellowship of 
broken hearts. N. C. 


The Way, the Truth and the Life, by 
Henry M. Edmonds. 216 pages. Cokes- 
bury Press. $1.50. 


These sixteen sermons by the minister 
of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama, are exceptionally 
good reading. They are original, bril- 
liant and constructive. As they are some- 
what out of the beaten track, the reader 
may at first have some difficulty in 
catching the spirit, but by the time that 
he has read three of them he will be 
enthusiastic in regard to their merits. 
Among the titles are the following: 
“Dynamite,” “The Heart of a Child,” 
“Secret Bread,” “A Ribbon,” “Amplius,” 
“Haunted,” “Youth Adventuring for a 
Loved Leader” and “The Risen Life.” 
They cover a wide range. They com- 
bine a loyalty to our heritage from the 
past with a responsiveness to new light 
and truth. The book is especially rich 
in fresh, vital illustrative material. 


Here are two samples: “Faith is not 
a seat by the fire—it is a trumpet call. 
Faith is not a hot-water bag—it is climb- 
ing the Matterhorn. I challenge you 
this morning, young and old, rich and 
poor, to a more exactly, a more heroic 
interpretation of faith.” “Some say we 
are going back to where we were.... 
We could not have gone back even if 
nothing had happened in 1929. We were 
already marching forward. Now we 
have taken a jump forward. We have 
lived twenty-five years since 1929.” 


is i. ©. 


Divine Upliftings, by G. H. Knight. 
Augustana Book Concern. 174 pages. 
$1.00. 


This is a book of fifteen sermons that 
deal largely with the sanctifying in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. The author 
says, “The book is intended for Chris- 
tians only. It is not for the unspiritual 
or unrenewed but for those who, by 
divine new-birth, are the children of 
God. It is meant specially for those 
Christian disciples who are either less 
full of peace than they ought to be, and 
less full of power than they might be, or 
less fully consecrated to God than He 
would have them to be.” As is inferred 
the author dwells on the theme of sin- 
lessness in two chapters, “The Secret of 
Not Sinning: Abide in Christ, and Live 
Out Your Sonship.” 


The author presents a simple Bible 
message with numerous’ quotations 
throughout the book. The chapters are 
brief and to the point and are intended 


to give peace and victory for practical 
living. 


T. B. R. 
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The Victory of Faith, by George Craig 
Stewart. Harper and Brothers. 121 
pages. $1.00. 

The bishop of the Chicago diocese is 
a staunch Anglo-Catholic; but there is 
no trace of this special emphasis in his 
ten sermons for Harpers Monthly Pul- 
pit. They are direct, forthright, un- 
afraid and evangelical in their appeal, 
always dealing definitely with everyday 
life and lighted on almost every page 
with references from literature. The 
bishop is a believer in orthodoxy and he 
makes his faith vivid and appealing. 
The reading of his sermons helps to ex- 
plain his great Evanston ministry of 
over twenty years and his growing in- 
fluence as a churchman throughout the 
land. A preacher would be dull indeed 
who failed to find grist for his own mill 
in this volume. Yr: 3 


The Unchanging Christ and Other 
Sermons, by Rev. H. A. Ironside. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 168 pages. 
$1.00. 

This book contains twelve representa- 
tive sermons by the pastor of the Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago, Ill. The 
scripture text is printed at the beginning 
of each sermon. The author is a champ- 
ion of the conservative point of view. 
The evangelistic note is predominate 
throughout. 

H. D. H. 


My Conception of the Gospel Minis- 
try, by Lee Rutland Scarborough. The 
Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, 101 pages. $1.00. 


In his almost forty years as a min- 
ister and educator the author of this 
book has had an exceptionally large 
number of contacts with preachers and 
their problems. At present he is the 
head of the Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary and is also professor of 
evangelism in that institution. His 
twenty years as a teacher of men pre- 
paring for the ministry has naturally 
given him much insight into the prob- 
lems which a preacher must face in one 
form or another. Among the titles of 
the brief chapters which make up the 
work are the following: “The Geography 
of God’s Will,” “The Preacher on His 
Throne,” “The Minister at the Mercy 
Seat,” “Ministerial Danger Signals,” “The 
Minister and his Masters” and “Heavenly 
Compensations.” The book is open to 
some criticism on account of the author’s 
tendency to lapse occasionally into a 
stereotyped, pietistic phraseology. The 
chapters, however, are crammed with 
good common sense. Although the book 
is brief, it gives the preacher advice on 
almost every conceivable subject from the 
selection of a wife to his method of 
prayer. As one reads the chapter en- 
titled “Danger Signals,” he feels that 
many a ministeNial tragedy could have 
been averted if its teachings had been 
generally practised. 

LL. F.C. 


Meditations on the Cross, by Toyohiko 
Kagawa. Willett, Clark and Company. 
220 pages. $1.50. 


At the moment of the writing of this 
review Mr. Kagawa is in the midst of his 
triumphant American tour, speaking in 
large auditoriums from which more peo- 
ple are turned away than those who gain 
entrance. Kagawa is winsome because 
of his Christlikeness, and one gets from 
this little volume his concern for peace, 
his broad internationalism, his great love 
for God and all mankind, and his re- 








markable social idealism and insight 
which is grounded in Christ. Critical 
American readers may not agree with 
his theology or biblical interpretaton. He 
seems to have almost a cross fixation 
and his theology reeks with blood. But 
after all Kagawa is to be judged by his 
fruits and what glorious fruits his work 
has brought forth! The first six chap- 
ters of the book deal with “The Cross in 
the Bible” and the last twelve are 
Kagawa’s “Philosophy of the Cross.” 
H. W. H. 


One Way Streets, by Arthur Osborne. 
The Judson Press. 213 pages. $1.00. 


This is not a volume of sermons; it is 
a collection of “talks” or “essays” de- 
livered by a Christian layman to “teen 
age” boys and girls. The author is a 
successful, practicing civil engineer. His 
hobby is religious education, in particu- 
lar, work among young folks. This book 
is comprised of stories that relate ex- 
periences in the author’s life. Each story 
is filled with homely, genial philosophy 
and Christian good sense. The “talks” 
were given by the author to intermediate, 
senior, and young people of the church 
school of which he is superintendent. 

A. L. M. 


Without Worry, by Allen R. Huber. 
104 pages. 30c. 


Mr. Huber is the pastor of the First 
Christian Church, Frankfort, Indiana. 
He has made it a practice to publish a 
volume of his sermons for local distribu- 
tion each year. This volume, the full 
title of which is, “Facing the New Year 
Without Worry,” is the offering for 1936. 
The volume is mimeographed, and a 
fine job too, making it possible to distri- 
bute it at small cost. Other ministers will 
be interested in this effort. Copies may 
be secured by addressing Mr. Huber at 
the address above. 

W. H. L. 


The Church 


A History of the American Episco- 
palian Church, by William Wilson Man- 
ross. Morehouse Publishing Company, 
404 pages. $2.75. 


We have here a substantial, scholarly, 
well-written contribution to the field of 
church history. No one can read the 
book without being impressed with its 
thoroughness and comprehensiveness. 
The author has performed a feat of con- 
densation in covering the field so thor- 
oughly in one volume. A new history of 
Episcopalianism in America has been 
overdue for some time, as Tiffany’s and 
McConnell’s one volume works are both 
over forty years old and Perry’s two vol- 
ume history appeared in 1885. 

The author’s style does not impress one 
as being especially colorful or vigorous, 
but he tells us what he has to say in 
such a manner that we pay no attention 
to the stylistic qualities of his prose. He 
is a member of the staff of the General 
Theological Seminary, and possibly the 
book is written by an Episcopalian for 
Episcopalians. Yet this does not mean 
that the material is devoid of interest to 
persons of other denominations. Some 
of the great personalities of the church 
are dealt with so skilfully that the book 
is of considerable biographical interest. 

The author gives considerable space to 
divers ecclesiastical controversies, some 
of which impress us are being over 
rather trivial matters. Nevertheless, 
some of the questions had an influence 
upon the history of the church much 
greater than their intrinsic importance 















Notable New Books 


As Far as I 


Can See 
by Winifred Kirkland 


A thinking Christian’s answers 
and defense to the queries and 
attacks of a modern agnostic. A 
challenging and inspiring mes- 
sage. $2.00 


Which Way for 
Our Children? 


by Alberta Munkres 


A handbook in religious educa- 
tion for parents and teachers, 
containing a huge amount of 
helpful and suggestive material. 

$2.00 


Jesus Manifest 
by Dimitri 


e e 
Merejkowski 
‘*Something like this Jesus must 
have been, and no ‘life’ of Jesus 
recaptures as does this the over- 
tones of His personality.” 

The Christian World (London). 
$2.75 


The Renewing 


Gospel 
by W. R. Bowie 


‘‘The gospel has ‘come alive’ to 
Dr. Bowie and he makes it a 
thrilling experience for us.” 

The Presbyterian Banner. $2.00 


Social 


Salvation 
by J. C. Bennett 


‘*Among the various books on 
social Christianity this is one of 
the most satisfactory.” 
The Living Church. 


God in These 


Times 
by H. P. Van Dusen 


“‘Clear, easy to read, cogent in 
its argument, stimulating and 
suggestive.” 

Christian Century. 


$2.00 


$2.00 


at all bookstores 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 











YOUTH Are 
READING... 


HILL WIND 
Charles Abbe 


“An unusual book—the natu- 
ral, unforced record of a rich 
and spirited personality that 
never gave in. True to the 
essential spirit of youth, and 


modern as_ well.” — Stephen 
Vincent Benét (Pulitzer Prize 
Winner). 


“T shall be sorry when the last 
letter is read.”—A Mother. 


224 pages, Cloth, $1.75 


YOUTH’S WORK IN 


THE NEW WORLD 
T. Otto Nall 


Twenty-five leaders in their 
fields give wise advice to young 
people about choosing their 
careers in a time of vocational 
confusion. 
“A great book for a teacher 
or pastor to lend, or for a 
high-school library. There is no 
other just like it in its field.” 
—Christian Advocate. 

216 pages, Cloth, $1.75 


HALT! CRY THE 


DEAD 
Frederick A. Barber 


160 pages—half in pictures, 
the rest concrete suggestions 
for programs. 
“Just such a handbook for 
Peace as workers in that cause 
have long looked for.”—New 
York Times. 

Cloth, $1.50, Paper, $1.00 


FOUR PATTERNS 


OF REVOLUTION 
Dr. E. T. Colton 


Impartial appraisals, based on 
first-hand knowledge, of Com- 
munism, Fascism, Naziism, and 
the New Deal. Recommended 
by the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion and the New York Times. 

Cloth, $2.50 


A PRIMER FOR 
CONSUMERS 
Dr. Benson Y. Landis 


If you want to buy more wisely, 
to know about organizations 
that could help you, and to 
know how to begin, this is the 
booklet for you. 

32 pages, Paper, 10¢ 


Special rates for quantities. 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
347 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 
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would lead one to expect. One cannot tell 
from the book whether the churchman- 
ship of the author should be labeled 
“high,” “low” or “broad.” He seems ab- 
solutely unpartisan in ‘his treatment of 
controversial topics. Taking it all, A His- 
tory of the American Episcopal Church is 
an exceptionally good piece of work. 
L. H. C. 


Church, Community and State, by 
J. H. Oldham. Harper & Brothers. 
Paper. 47 pages. Thirty-five cents. 


This booklet is issued as a sort of pre- 
liminary study of this important ques- 
tion which will form the basis of dis- 
cussion for the Executive Committee of 
the Universal Church Council in 1937. 
The study points out the growing tend- 
ency of the totalitarian state and the 
dangers confronting the church as a 
free institution. It is a presentation 
rather than a conclusion and should be 
so considered. 


The Church We Love, by Luther E. 
Lovejoy. Abingdon Press. 25c. 


This is an interesting little manual for 
church members, young and old. It con- 
tains three sections: I. How Shall I 
Think of My Church; II. What Can 
My Church Do for Me; and III. What 
Can I Do for My Church. On the inside 
front cover is a place for registration 
with name, birth, name of the church 
and other vital information. On the in- 
side back cover is a pledge or covenant 
between the member and his church. It 
is bound in flexible red cloth covers. 
Many ministers will find it a good gift 
to new members. 


Missions 


I Discover the Orient, by Fletcher S. 
Brockman. Harper & Brothers. 211 
pages. $2. 

A missionary announces a discovery. 
For twenty-five years Dr. Brockman has 
been intimately identified with Oriental 
life, particularly in China. During that 
eventful quarter of a century he observed 
the blighting effect of western imperial- 
ism there, the reactionary Boxer upris- 
ing, the fall of the Manchu Dynasty, the 
establishment of the Republic, the efforts 
of Sun Yat-Sen and his successors to de- 
velop a stable national regime, the de- 


moralizing effect of western inventions 
| on family life in the cities, the hunger 


of Chinese youth for a knowledge of sci- 


| ence and Christianity, the founding of 


the Y.M.C.A. movement, the great evan- 
gelistic campaigns of Mott and Eddy, 
and the tightening grip of the west’s 
paganism of power and money on the 
east. These movements form the back- 
ground of the author’s purpose which is 
to show how experience in the Orient 
changed his conception of the mission- 
ary task and altered his attitude towards 
the non-Christian religions. Therefore, 
attention is centered upon those pro- 
cesses which moulded his changing con- 
ception of the relation of Christianity 
to the religious heritage of the east. The 
response of Confucianists to the Chris- 
tian program of education and evangel- 


| ism made a great impression on him. 


Dr. Brockman began his work with the 
eenviction that Christian duty required 
that he oppose and destroy the religion 
and culture of the east. Recognition of 
good in eastern culture in his judgment 
was disloyalty to Christianity. But, dis- 
covering values in Confucianism’s ethics 


of family life, affection for others, and 
doctrine of non-resistance, a re-thinking 
of his Christian philosophy was neces- 
sary. Moreover, the generosity and good- 
will of non-Christians in the Christian 
enterprises necessitated a revision of his 
basic conceptions of religion. This re- 
thinking was distressing and painful. It 
began with “reverence for the other 
man’s ability to hear God’s voice.” Slowly 
he came to view Christianity as the ful- 
fillment of the best in the heritage of the 
east. Further, the conviction grew that 
Christianity was the dynamic necessary 
to make Confucian ethics effective in 
life. Thus, he came to see his duty in a 
new light, “I am sent not to dig up 
roots but to gather the harvest.” 


The last chapter is a summary and a 
summons. “The world is one—we are 
saved together or lost together.” If 
Christianity’s way of love to God and 
man is the highest—it must join shoul- 
der to shoulder with the friendly ele- 
ments of every culture in the battle 
against paganism. In a few pointed and 
meaningful sentences he answers ques- 
tions that have been at the center of the 
missionary crisis of the last few years. 


The great value of the book is its root- 
age in practical experience. As such, it 
is an appreciation, a confession, a faith, 
and a call. Christian leaders and lay- 
men will profit by reading and thinking 
on this fearless and earnest declaration. 

G. E. W. 


Archeology 





From the Pyramids to Paul, edited by 
Lewis Gaston Leary. Thomas Nelson 
and Sons. 306 pages. $3.00. 


This is an unusual type of book. It 
was published in honor of the seven- 
tieth birthday of George Livingstone 
Robinson, Professor of Biblical Litera- 
ture and English Bible, in the Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary, Chicago, 
Illinois. It comprises twenty-one chap- 
ters by former pupils, colleagues, and 
friends of Dr. Robinson and covers 
studies in theology, archaeology, and re- 
lated subjects. Inasmuch as Dr. Robin- 
son’s field is Oriental archaeology, one 
at first wonders at the title. On reading 
the book, however, it becomes evident 
that the subjects included cover those 
interests which fit into Dr. Robinson’s 
work as a teacher of Biblical literature. 
Most of the chapters deal with Old 
Testament questions. But those col- 
leagues of Dr. Robinson, whose work lies 
outside of his chosen field, make their 
contribution to the symposium from the 
point of view of their particular interest. 

Much of the work is very technical 
and probably will not appeal to the av- 
erage reader. The whole work moves on 
the exalted scholastic plane upon which 
Dr. Robinson himself lives and works. 
There are, however, a number of chap- 
ters which will appeal to the reader who 
is not interested in archaeology. For 
example, the chapters on “The Pessi- 
mism of Ecclesiastes and Thomas 
Hardy,” “The Religious Experience of 
Paul,” “The Social Opportunity of the 
Ministry,” “A Growing World Culture 
and Religion,” and “Paul on the Resur- 
rection.” 

From the Pyramids to Paul is highly 
complimentary to the man to whom it is 
dedicated. A career that calls forth such 
a display of erudition in order to render 
it just honor must be an excellent one 
indeed. It makes one feel that it would 
have been a rare treat to have been un- 
der such an instructor in Biblical sub- 
jects. C. R. B. 
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Excavating Kirjath-sepher’s Ten Cities, 
by Melvin Grove Kyle, D. D., LL. D. 
Wm. B. Erdmans. 203 pages. $2.50. 

A most interesting and vivid story of 
this Palestinian fortress from Abraham’s 
day to Nebuchadnezzar’s is made avail- 
able through the James Sprunt Founda- 
tion at Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Va. In 1932 Dr. Kyle de- 
livered these lectures on the Sprunt 
Foundation and hence they are now 
available. The excavations described 
were made over a period of six years 
from 1926. In 1928 four levels, A, B, 
C, and D were unearthed. In 1930 a 
more intensive study of Canaanite Life 
and Religion and the Feudal Age in 
Palestine were investigated. On his last 
visit to Palestine with which he was in- 
timately acquainted for forty years, Dr. 
Kyle and his company unearthed the 
levels of the patriarchs and feudal lords 
which they designate E to F. 


Youth and Religious 
Education 


Stop Light, by William Louis Poteat. 
Broadman Press. 91 pages. 75¢@. (Paper 
covers.) 


Keeping Our Balance, by Eva Taylor. 
Cokesbury Press. 80 pages. 25¢@. (Paper 
covers.) 

That Awful Ethel, by Mary Pressly. 
The Signal Press. 23 pages. 15¢@. (Paper 
covers.) 

The Cigarette Tree, by Arnold Carl 
Westphal. Published by the author. 16 
pages. 25¢. 


These four booklets belong in the 
field of temperance education. The first 
three are concerned with the evils of 
alcohol while the fourth treats of cigar- 
ette smoking. Stop Light and Keeping 
Our Balance follow somewhat the same 
line of reasoning. First there is some 
history of the drink habit. Then an at- 
tempt is made to show the bad effects of 
alcohol upon the human system. That 
Awful Ethel consists of dialogues be- 
tween a boy and his uncle, reaching the 
same results through a round about 
method. 


The Cigarette Tree tells in a visual 
method the evils of cigarette smoking. 
In addition to the printed story there is 
enclosed with each copy materials for 
a platform presentation of the lesson 
given. W., i. 4. 


Just Going To and Other Stories for 
Juniors, by Alfred J. Sadler. Fleming 
H. Revell Company. 160 pages. $1.50. 


Story Talks ey Boys and Girls, by 
Simeon E. Cozad. Round Table Press, 
Inc. 220 pages. $1.50. 


Both of these books have grown out 
of the authors’ experience with the chil- 
dren in his parish. They are a worthy 
contribution to that type of literature 
designed to help the pastor in story 
telling and talks to the children. The two 
volumes are similar in content and ex- 
cellence. Both are to be commended 
for the variety of subject matter and the 
inclusion of stories and talks for spe- 
cial days. 

It occurs to the reviewer that there 
are several ways in which such works 
as these can be of value to the busy 
pastor. First, as a source of stories and 
talks for children. Second, as an in- 





spiration to find or produce similar 
stories or talks and as a standard by 
which to judge them. Third, some of 
these stories will be useful as illustra- 
tions in the adult sermon, and Fourth, 
some of these short talks are good seed 
thoughts from which to develop sermons. 
These books can also be recommended 
to church school and vacation church 
school leaders in search of material 
for study and worship periods. 


Ci. We 3B: 





How To Teach In The Church School, | 


by Paul H. Vieth. The Westminster 
Press. $0.75. 


Here is a volume that ought to be in 
every church school library. The author 
says, “I have endeavored to use plain 
English, short sentences and familiar 
words, I have tried to avoid the use of 
technical words, though this makes it 
difficult at times to express meanings 
exactly.” In this attempt, Dr.,Vieth has 
succeeded. Any teacher who is willing 
to read any book will be greatly helped 
in his work in the church school by this 
volume. 


The twenty short chapters in How to 
Teach in the Church School deal with 
almost every teaching problem. Some of 
the more interesting chapters are “Why 
We Teach,” “The Pupil,’ “The Bible,” 
“The Teacher,” “The Teacher as Evan- 
gelist,” “The Teacher Building a New 
World” and “Teaching and Worship.” 


J. E.R. 


What Shall We Play? by Edna Geister. 
Harper and Brothers. $1.50. 

This is a new volume by one of the 
best known writers of “fun books.” The 
first part contains games for indoors, the 
second part, games for out of doors. 

The indoor games include “Not Noisy 
Games,” “Very Noisy Games,” ‘Moving 
Around Games,” “Sick-a-Bed Games,” 
and “Table Games.” 

The out-of-door games include. games 
“For Hot Weather,” “Sidewalk Games,” 
“Running Games,” “Tag Games,” 
“Races.” 





An index adds much to the helpfulness | 
of the book. Many of the games are | 


described in narrative form. Stories are 
given as to just how the game was played 
and what the results were. The book 


is made more attractive by numerous | 


decorative pictures. 
J. E. R. 


The Scriptures in Cross Word Puzzles, 
by Charles S. Brown. W.: A. Wilde 
Company. $1.00. 


Its in the Bible. 
pany. 

Here are two interesting cross word 
Bible projects. The first one is a book 
which contains fifty-two puzzles based 
on Bible stories. They are good puzzles 
and they are good Bible stories. In the 
appendix the completed puzzles are 
found for those who are not able to 
master them. 


It’s in the Bible takes the same puz- 
zles and provides a unique method of 
usefulness. Each puzzle is made into 
pads of ten each. These may be dis- 
tributed to a class and a half hour given 
for the solution. It offers a very inter- 
esting method of securing Bible infor- 
mation. W. Hz. L. 


W. A. Wilde Com- 









Meditations 
on the Cross 


by 
KAGAWA 


The Greatest 
Easter Season 


Book for 
Many Years 






222 pages 
18 chapters 
$1.50 
Explores all the implications of the Cross 
and Resurrection. The world’s most ar- 
dent evangelist here confronts the great- 

est fact in human history. 

“A searching and penetrating discussion 
born of experience. There is nothing of 
the armchair philosopher about the flaming 
Japanese prophet of the Christian way 
in the modern’ world.’’—Central-North- 
western Christian Advocate. 


“Those familiar with the remarkable 


| story of his life will find here a revelation 


of his spirit and his thought ... read 
profitably by all Christians.’-—The Chris- 
tian Observer. 

“An interpretation of what lies at the 
heart of Kagawa’s work; he is not dis- 
cussing a theory but writing out of the 
fulness of his own sacrificial life.’’—Inter- 
national Journal of Religious Education. 


ORDER TODAY. . . $1.50 


WILLETT, CLARK & CO., sewn 


THE ¢’ c” 


RESOURCES 
of RELIGION 


GEORGIA HARKNESS 














Because of its exceptionally 
lucid portrayal of the mean- 
ing of religion and of its high 
significance for modern life, 
this book was chosen as the 
March selection of The 

Religious Book Club. $2 


Henry Holt & Co 
One Park Ave. New York 
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THEE 


on Metal Mat Glass Stereopticon Slides, 


produced by National Pictures Service, 
Inc., is the most inspiring, dramatic rendi- 
tion of the Easter story ever presented, 
with reproductions of famous paintings by 
Dore, Hofmann, Rubens, Bida and other 
illustrious artists. 


THE FIRST EASTER 


From the last Supper, through the betrayal 
of Jesus, the tragedy of the cross, earth’s 
darkest hour, to the glorious resurrection, 
the beautiful Easter story is fully por- 
trayed in vivid impres- 

siveness. + This set of ~~ 53.50 
32 Metal Mat Glass 

Slides, complete with H 

LAST WORDS "a" CROSS 
A series of exquisitely colored slides of 
world famous paintings illustrating the 
immortal Seven Last Words of Christ, 
uttered during His agonized suffering on 
the cross. Set of 8 Metal Mat Glass Slides, 
complete with list of titles. $3-50 
In hand colored slides only.... 


COMBINATION OFFER 


Both series, The First Easter and the Last 
Words From the Cross, 40 Metal Mat 
Slides in all, each lecture complete with 
syllabus and list of titles, the entire Easter 


story in beautifully hand col- ‘4 3°50 


I TI fa a's ss ‘ngs Ki I se 


SAMPLE SLIDE 10c 


Write for full information. Send ten cents 
for sample Metal Mat Slide, produced ex- 
clusively by National Pictures Service, Inc. 
Practically unbreakable. Weigh less than 
half the ordinary, easily broken, double 
glass slides. Mail the coupon now. 
NATIONAL Pictures Service, INc. 

Dept. CM4, 324 E. Third Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Please send the following: 

( ) The First Easter 

( ) Last Words From the Cross 

( ) Combination Offer 

vege Be |S Rn arn eee 
Postage prepaid when payment accompanies order. 


OO RO PO ee re 
Address 


RE an Saks cow eee a tae eer 





MEMORIALS 
... for EASTER 


Altars, Communion 
Tables, Pulpits, Lec- 
terns, Fonts — all are 
suitable memorials. 
Write for ideas, sug- 
gestions, and sketches 
—also details of the 
new Kundtz Plan for 
restricted budgets. 


Address Dept. CM3. 














THE THEODOR KUNDTZ COMPANY 
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Grace Evangelical Church, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Rev. I. W. Moyer, Minister 


lot, in fact. And the building is in 
process of construction, at a contract 
price of $32,000.00. 


This building provides adequately for 
a small church, in an open-truss worship 
room, in a ground-floor assembly-hall, 
and in a three-story Sunday-school 
structure, each room having an abun- 
dance of light and ventilation and all so 
connected and arranged as to furnish a 
maximum of utility for a growing, spir- 
itual organization. 


This church had no money with which 
to build, but it did have a sense of need, 
and faith in its future and in God. It 
employed as adviser Dr. Henry E. Tralle, 
who made a survey of the church and 


iE trees in this picture are on the 


| community, and then presented a report 
| with sketch floor-plans and estimates of 


costs, showing the possibilities in connec- 
tion with the present old building and on 
the new lot which had been bought and 
paid for during the last eight years. 


The consultant’s survey and report 
demonstrated the desirability and the 
feasibility of a new building on the new 
lot. Money was borrowed from denom- 
inational boards at a low rate of inter- 
est, on the expectation that the church 
will be able to pay for its new building 
and to be out of debt within fifteen 
years, by continuing its semi-annual 
building-fund cash rallies that have en- 
abled it to pay for its new lot, and with- 
out signed subscriptions. 


The leaders in this church are con- 
vinced that, for their church, their fi- 
nancing is sound. And they will not al- 
low themselves to be frightened away 
from a debt by the reports of the occa- 


| sional debt-burdened church here and 





| there. 


They know that most church 
buildings have been erected with the aid 
of debts, and usually with gratifying re- 
sults. 


Seven other churches served by Doctor 
Tralle recently have let contracts for 
construction. One of these was for a 
church auditorium alone, the other por- 
tions of the building having been already 
erected. One was for a church audito- 
rium and a part of the school portions 
of the whole building as planned. Three 
were for new educational units. One was 
for the remodeling of an old Akron-type 
Sunday-school building. The last of the 
seven was for the restoration of a church 
auditorium damaged by fire. 


In this last case, the consultant was 
able to give helpful advice regarding 
chancel arrangements, pews, organ, win- 
dows, acoustical treatment, and lighting 


fixtures, assisting in the making of se- 
lections and in the effecting of saving 
in costs. On one phase of the problem 
alone, the saving was more than the 
consultant’s fee. 


If your church has in prospect a 
building or remodeling project, or a 
problem of refurnishing and redecorat- 
ing, address Dr. Henry E. Tralle at either 
address given below, and he could prob- 
ably reach you conveniently for a pre- 
liminary conference without charge or 
obligation except possibly a small sum 
toward traveling expenses, his consulta- 
tive service to your church depending on 
mutually satisfactory agreement. 

Dr. Henry E. Tralle, Church Manage- 
ment, Auditorium Building, Cleveland, 

Ohio. 


Dr. Henry E. Tralle, Church Manage- 
ment, 3741 8lst Street, Jackson 
Heights, New York City. 


PEACE, PERFECT PEACE 


Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world 
of sin? 
The voice of Jesus whispers peace within. 


Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties 
pressed? 
To do the will of Jesus, this is rest. 


Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surg- 
ing round? 

On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is 
found. 


Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far 
away? 
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe—and they. 


Peace, perfect peace, the future all un- 
known? 
Jesus we know and He is on the throne. 


Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us 
and ours? 

Jesus has vanquished death and all its 
powers. 


It is enough; earth’s struggles soon shall 
cease, 

And Jesus call- us to Heaven’s perfect 
peace. 
—Edward Henry Bickersteth 1875. 
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Gulf Between Ministers 
and Laymen 


(Continued from page 352) 
morality and the life of Jesus. Ministers 
are discovering that laymen do not enter 
the quest for the abundant life merely 
because they witness weekly exhibitions 
of world and individual problems solved 
intellectually by clerical demonstrators. 

In his Lyman Beecher Lectures given 
at New Haven in 1934, Dr. Albert Edward 
Day described an experience that sup- 
ports this contention. Dr. Day said that 
during a time of personal stress and 
strain he turned to some books of ser- 
mons for help. It seemed to him that 
under the circumstances he could do no 
better than turn to ministerial experts 
for help. As he read these sermons, Dr. 
Day was impressed with the broad cul- 
ture and the wide acquaintance with 
literature on the part of the sermonizers. 
These men argued for world peace; they 
inveighed against economic and social 
wrong; they affirmed this to be a spir- 
itual universe; they showed appreciation 
of the virtues of Jesus. The men who 
preached these sermons were evidently 
men of power, intelligence, and industry. 
Yet, Dr. Day said, the sermons failed to 
do for him what he had hoped they 
would, because these men apparently had 
no thought that a man needs more than 
mere objective ideas to enable him to 
untangle the snarls of his personality. 

The common strategy of the clergy 
forgets that mere reason and argument 
of themselves never actually fire people 
to heroic action, nor do they provide 
them with a way through their own 
tangled difficulties. Such things only 
come when the emotions have been fired 
in absolute devotion to a cause greater 
than oneself. There is an enthusiasm 
born under such circumstances which 
nothing else can produce. And here it 
is hopeful to see “liberal” (O, misused 
word!) thinkers turning again to the 
work and the person of Christ as a 
source of inspiration and a guiding mo- 
tive. But without such an emotional 
drive, pulpit and pew are never fused 
into one in the interests and the purpose 
of the Christian life. 

Multitudes of ministers and laymen 
know nothing of vital moving religious 


experience. Therefore the church is in 
no sense “a fellowship of practising 
Christians.” In these latter days when 


we have sought to strengthen and in- 
crease the church fellowship, we have 
asked people to come in with us on their 
own terms. And naturally enough they 
have been secular terms. We have made 
everything from the church bowling al- 
leys to the best soprano east or west of 
the Alleghanies the basis of our appeal. 
We have encouraged the belief that put- 
ting money in the envelopes, singing in 
the choir, worki on church suppers, 
acting on committees, leading the sing- 
ing at the sing fest of the Men’s Club, 
were all Christian activities. It has been 
taken for granted that the Christian 
obligation was as easy as this of ful- 
fillment. 

The fellowship ensuing from such a 
relationship does not show itself to dif- 
fer from the members of the surround- 
ing community in its business moves; its 
personal conduct is no better than and 
no worse than that of other “respecta- 
ble” citizens who are not in jail; there 
is no discernible difference in motiva- 
tion of life; and on matters of policy, the 
fellowship of the church is about as 
acrimonious as that of the lodge. 








BILLY SUNDAY 


The Man and His Message 
Written and Arranged by 
WILLIAM T. ELLIS, LL.D. 










and profusely illustrated. 


Authorized by Mr. and Mrs. Sunday 


Turis is the only complete and 
authorized story of Mr. Sunday’s life and work. It 
includes his inspiring and vivid utterances... 
the message that saved a million souls, a tribute by Homer A, 
Rodeheaver, and a concluding chapter by Mrs. William A. Sunday. 
His message was never more appropriate or more 
universally needed than today. Arranged by subjects 
519 pages. 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Philadelphi 









$9.50 


Cloth 








AT LAST! 





Folds compactly. Only 2%” 


thick when folded for stacking. 


Seating 
capacity—I12 to a table. 


A PERFECT TABLE! 
For CHURCH Use 
BANQUETS - SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHURCH HOUSE 


Compact, 
fortable. 

turn. 
features. 


New low price and descriptive folder 


Sturdy, Safe and Com- 
Cannot collapse or over- 
No other table possesses these 


sent on request. 


PHENIX MFG. CO. 
EAST CENTER and HUMBOLDT AVENUE 


MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
Folded 











When it comes actually to embodying 
the professions of the faith in individual 
and social life a tragic situation reveals 
itself. When definitely Christian con- 
duct for individuals or groups is held up 
as a beckoning light, the members of the 
fellowship always ask: “Is it practical?” 
—not, “It is Christian?” And under the 
pressure of the outside world, which will 
abide no opposition to its present mode 
of life, the parts of the whole—the mem- 
bers of this “fellowship of practising 
Christians’—are driven apart. The 
figure of the Christ becomes distantly 
indistinct, a figure to be revered with 
due decorum in public places on proper 
occasions. But he is never the constant 
Companion whose hand sustains and 
whose voice encourages. The Christian 
way of life becomes an academic accept- 
ance, debated earnestly by ministers and 
hurrahed for by nominal Christians. 
But it is all in the same spirit in which 
as practical citizens we accept democracy 
academically, while we are far too prac- 
tical to let that fact interfere with the 
politics in our ward when we are striving 
for election. Democracy must not inter- 
fere with practical ambitions and con- 
cerns—nor must the claims of the faith. 


Therefore the central emotions and 
the key ideas of the faith are museum 
specimens for many of the clergy and 
laity. I am impressed with the fact that 
in the majority of the churches with 
which I am familiar the members are 
continuing on a vitality generated by 
those who have gone before. They are 





one or two generations removed from 
vital Christian religious experience. 

Under such circumstances the gospel 
itself becomes a divisive influence be- 
tween clergy and laity. Its demands 
create yawning gulfs between the dif- 
ferent groups, some of whom would 
move on to the Promised Land be- 
yond the horizon; others of whom pre- 
fer to remain on the present plateaus 
where they have found a place with suf- 
ficient fodder for themselves and theirs. 
And in time it becomes impossible to 
shout across the intervening chasm, from 
one group to the other. 

Such a gulf can be spanned only as 
the individual members of the Church— 
clergy and laity—become “a fellowship 
of practising Christians,” whose fellow- 
ship is born of a vital experience of the 
power of Christian living. Only the 
cohesion and organization of such a 
life will fuse the clergy and the laity 
into one— 

“One in hope and doctrine 
One in charity.” 





LOYALTY A LUBRICANT 


Human relationships require lubrica- 
tion just as any man-made machine re- 
quires it. Friction occurs just as natu- 
rally between human beings working to- 
gether in organization as in the springs, 
levers and wheels of a mechanical con- 
trivance. In the machine the lubricant 
is grease and oil; in human organization 
it is loyalty. 














The 
Inspiration 
of Fine 
Religious 
Drama 





oin the Guild 


The Guild of Inspirational Drama 
published ten short religious dramas 
each year. Among well known plays 
it has issued in the past are “The 
Window,” “Days to Come,” “Friends 
of Job,” “The Tree of Elbian’’ and 
“The Jewels of Cornelia.” 

The Guild 
membership. 


1. PARTICIPATION MEMBERSHIP 


The subscriber, individual or group, 
pays $3.00 per year. For this he re- 
ceives each play as issued, with suf- 
ficient copies for the entire cast, and 
rights for production. 


2. READING MEMBERSHIP 


The subscriber pays $1.00 per year. 
For this he receives each play as is- 
sued, with the privilege of buying ad- 
ditional copies ,at a special price of 
15c each if he wishes to produce it. 


offers two classes of 


Price of each play to non-subserib- 
ers is 20c per copy. 


“If,” which appears in this issue 
of Church Management is a typical 
Guild play. Subscriptions received 
during March will start with this play. 


ot. era ea rea eek. « Sane 


Check membership desired and en- 
close proper remittance. 
O $3.00 for participating Membership. 
O $1.00 for Reading Membership. 
Eel ope {SODIES Or S205 
at 20c per copy. 
Mail coupon to 


GUILD OF INSPIRATIONAL DRAMA 


404 Auditorium Bldg. Cleveland, Ohio 
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They Are Not Dead 


Verses by Eunice Ogborn Terry 


WHISPERS OF AN ANGEL BABY 
(Dedicated to my little lad who died.) 


| Beloved ones on earth—you who love 


me still, 

If I might draw aside the veil through 
which you see— 

For it is but darkly, as if through a glass 

That you on earth catch glimpses of 
eternity— 

If I might reach across the little span 
of time— 

At most a few brief years, which fade 
and soon are done, 

And tell you there on earth, how fair is 
Heaven’s Land, 

Ah, then you would not grieve for me— 
your infant son. 


True, I was with you for so short a 
while it seemed— 

My little stay on earth was brief, but 
bright and sweet; 

And Iam yours! Oh, never fear but that 
I wait 

And love you dearly—even more so at 
the feet 

Of God where mists of pain are cleared 
away. I see 

As ne’er before—and as you cannot yet, 
my dears. 

Remember that. 
I understand. 

So smile, and let your hearts rejoice for 
me. No tears! 


In this bright world, 


You long for me? Ah yes! But had you 
never known 

The joy you say I brought you—aye and 
sorrow, too— 

If earthly love and home you had not 
given me, 

Then I had also never known the pass- 
ing through 

Of Death’s bright portals, where God’s 
love awaited me— 

Where multitudes of angels and of chil- 
dren sing; 

Then I had never known the joy that 
will abound 

In my wee heart, when you come Home 
from wandering. 


CHRIST IS NOT DEAD 
Love is not dead. 
If in the garden, Christ could conquer all 
When friends and loved ones failed him 
in the strife; 
If his great heart could yearn for all 
his foes, 
Even the ones who sought his sacred 
life; 
If he could bear the cross, and wear the 
thorns, 
And climb for us to Calvary’s rugged 
peak, 
Then, weary world, lift up your aching 
heart 
And see the light of love for which you 
seek. 
Love is not dead! 


Faith is not dead. 
If my dear Lord could see the suff’ring 
world 
Engulfed by sin and lost in selfish greed: 
If he could pray for strength to drink 
the cup 
Down to its bitter dregs—yet see ahead 
And know that by his ignominious death 
Was new life for mankind, which all the 
powers 


Of evil could not thwart—then may we 
know 
In midst of earthly cares and anxious 
hours, 
Faith is not dead! 


Hope is not dead. 
If one poor sinner, hanging on the tree 
Beside his dying Lord, could turn and 
say, 
“Remember me,” and Christ could smile 
And murmur in the midst of mortal 
pain, 
“This day shalt thy soul rest in Para- 
dise.” 
If such a one with such a hope could die 
Then you in whom the fire of hope 
burns low, 
Lift up your troubled soul in triumph 
high! 
Hope is not dead! 


Christ is not dead. 
The greatest victory ever won by man, 
Was his immortal triumph over death. 
He came forth on the Resurrection Morn, 
With all the glory of hope, love and 
faith. 
These three shall not be taken from the 
world, 
Because Christ conquered all. 
fect peace 
He leaves with each of us for whom he 
died. 
Hope, love and faith shall never cease. 
Christ is not dead! 


His per- 


WHAT IS OUR CREED? 

Some years ago I was travelling on a 
railroad train in the west, and across 
from my seat I saw a lady reading what 
I took to be the Bible. I thought that 
should be sufficient grounds of intro- 
duction, so I went over and introduced 
myself to her and sat down to talk with 
her, when I discovered that she was not 
reading the Bible but another book 
bound like the Bible. Nevertheless, it 
sufficed as a basis of acquaintance. 

We spent the morning talking to- 
gether about our thoughts of life and of 
God. Toward the end she turned to me 
and said, “Mr. Speer, I don’t think we 
are going to agree. We just differ funda- 
mentally. I don’t believe in creeds.” 

“Well, madam,” I said, “that is the 
shortest and poorest and emptiest one I 
have ever heard.” 

“No,” she said, “you don’t understand. 
I don’t believe in creeds.” 

“Oh, yes,” I said, “I understand per- 
fectly. You said, ‘I believe in having no 
beliefs.’ I believe in believing. Your be- 
lief is an empty one, and mine is full of 
all the wealth of life, and sets a man at 
peace amidst the problems of the world 
in which he lives.” 

Robert E. Speer in Christian Realities, 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 
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EMPHASIZING SERVICE RATHER 
THAN MONEY 


A church must present its budget. 
Can that be done in any way which will 
tone down and soften the direct appeal 
for cash? In a most attractive broad- 
side sent out by the First Presbyterian 
Church of Davenport, Iowa, to its mem- 
pers, this has been done to a splendid 
degree. The budget is itemized, bit by 
bit. The amounts are given. But the 
explanation of the purposes for which 
the money is to be used places the em- 
phasis upon the service purchased by the 
money rather than the giving. 

Go through this budget, item by item, 
and see what picture it leaves with you. 


Budget of Current Expenses and 
Benevolences for Year of 1936 


$ 308.00—Sharing with our General As- 
sembly, Synod and Presby- 
tery. : 
820.00—The hundred-and-one little 
things that must be provided 
for the smooth functioning of 
the House of the Lord. 
400.00—For the weekly calendar—to 
keep us in mind of our 
Church engagements — for 
postage and stationery and 
printing—to bind us closer to- 
gether and to keep us in 
touch with other Christians 
the world around. 
1,550.00—Our Church is fully and softly 
lighted, always comfortably 
warm in every kind of 
weather, so that we worship 
and study and work and 
mingle together socially under 
ideal conditions. The figure 
to the left of this paragraph 
indicates the cost. 
500.00—To guard against loss by fire. 
500.00—To keep the Church and 
Manse in a fine state of re- 
pair, as befits the dignity of 
such structures, and to pro- 
long their life. 
387.00—For the care of aged minis- 
ters. 
500.00—For a faithful and diligent 
treasurer who takes care of 
church finances. 
1,941.00—For the ministry of sacred 
music through our five splen- 
did choirs and those who 
train them, and for the 
proper care of the organ. 
460.00—To help in sending our young 
people to educational confer- 
ences, boys’ and girls’ gym- 
nasium supplies, church vaca- 
tion school, etc. 
1,300.00—Have \you noticed how the 
walks \are always free of 
snow in winter, how the lawn 
is perfectly kept in summer, 
how clean the inside of the 
building is, how promptly and 
cheerfully the exactions of 
many gatherings in the build- 
ing are met by our janitor. 
For this and his part-time as- 
sistant the amount on the left 
is suggested. 
3,200.00—For the directing of the so- 
cial and recreational activi- 
ties, for the moral guidance 
and spiritual nurture given 
to our boys and girls and 
young people, for assistance 
given the pastor in visits 
made to homes. 





| 
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His Knowledge begins with 


Give a child a picture that he 
can study at length; tell him 
what it is and what it means. 
He will readily understand and 
remember. 


That is the fundamental basis of 
teaching with a Balopticon. That 
is why religious lessons are so 


Bausch 








PICTURES 


vividly taught with a Balopticon. 


There are several models of 
B & L Balopticons which pro- 
ject either lantern’ slides or 


opaque objects. Write for cata- 
log E-11 to Bausch & Lomb Op- 
tical Co., 694 St. Paul Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


& Lomb 


WE MAKE OUR OWN GLASS TO. FOR YOUR GLASSES, INSIST ON B&L 
INSURE STANDARDIZED PRODUCTION ORTHOGON ‘LENSES AND B & L FRAMES 
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960.00—For the administration of 
the details of the office. 

4,500.00—To provide that a voice will 

be at our sickbed, to comfort 

us when we are in sorrow, to 

share our joys and invest 

them with the holiness of re- 

ligion, to have a prophet in 

our pulpit, interpreting to us 

the riches that are in Christ, 

to be warned if we go in the 

way of peril, to go into the 

streets and avenues and in- 

duce others who are not of 

our number to come into our 

fellowship, to see us in our 

homes, to help us in our per- 
plexities, to encourage us. 

$17,326.00 

3,500.00—So that more than one-hun- 

dred million people through- 

out the whole earth may know 

God who will never know un- 

less they are told by Presby- 

terians. To lend a hand to 

other churches all over Iowa 

who need us as a comrade. 

Many of us came _ from 

churches where the fight was 

hard. We were helped. We 

want to help now. Our chil- 

dren and grandchildren will 

need a pastor, colleges and 


seminaries are indispensable. 
Our sons and daughters not 
oniy need ministers and 
teachers but many should 
themselves be preachers and 
professors. The sum to the 
left is recommended for the 
above benevolences. 


$20.826.00 


GOD ON EARTH 


The more we observe the workings of 
the human soul, then the more firm be- 
comes our belief that we are made for 
the habitation of God’s spirit. We are 
meant to be super-power Christians. God 
did not so order things that the gospel 
of peace should be hidden from us. 
Helium gas was first discovered in 1868 
on the sun, but later found on earth and 
harnessed for use in airships. So men 
first worshipped a friendly God in the 
heavens, who was yet afar off. Then He 
was found on earh in the person of Jesus 
Christ who could say, “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.” Then men 
found by experience that His spirit could 
be their spirit; they could prevail over 
their perplexities by entering into His 
way of life. 

Cari Knudsen in Renewed By the 
Spirit; Fleming H: Revell Company. 





EASTER, 1936 


OUR SPRING SUPPLEMENT 
WILL SOLVE YOUR PROB- 
LEM OF PREPARING THE 
EASTER PROGRAM. 


Outstanding Helps 
and Suggestions 


NEW PLAYS—PAGEANTS—PROGRAMS 
—SERVICES—RECITATIONS—BOOKS— 
CARDS AND GIFTS. 

No. 835. 


EASTER PIN 
“*He Is Risen”’ 


A beautifulnew design of 
white calla lilies, green 
leaves and ferns clust- 
ering around the foot of 
a cross; lavender back- 
ground. 


PRICE 24c DOZEN; $1.75 PER 100 





We are Headquarters for the latest 
approved Sunday School Supplies. 


DIETZ Communion 
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Noiseless and Sanitary. The Peer 
of Services for a Quarter Century 


WM. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. 











ATTRACT PASSERSBY 
SHELDON ALL-ALUMI- 
NUM BULLETINS are de- 
signed to attract passersby. 


sist any and all weather con- 
diticns and retain its attrac- 
tiveness without any upkeep 
expense whatsoever. 

Also inter-changeable corro- 
sion proof letters to fit any 
bulletin. 


Send for free Catalog 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 
Box 134C Ashtabula, Ohio 


GRADED 














LESSONS 


THAT TEACH 


THE BIBLE 


Used in thousands of Sunday 
Schools where the leaders believe 
in the inspiration of God’s Word. 


FREE PROSPECTUS 


of department in which you are inter- 
ested mailed on request. Desk CM-4 





os my iN 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


8th & Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, O. 








Modern in design, it will re- 
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A List of Books for Lenten 


Reading 


Chosen and Recommended By William Lyon Phelps 


These books that I have chosen for 
Lenten reading are guides and helps to 
the spiritual life. I think they will help 
the average intelligent reader to under- 
stand the meaning of the spiritual life, 
to lead him from other things in that di- 
rection, to give him more courage, more 
faith, and more hope. To enrich his 
everyday life here and now, and to il- 
luminate it. 

Faiths Men Live By 

JOHN CLARK ARCHER. An unbiased, 
informative, interesting presentation 
of the main tenets of the twelve living 
religions. Doctor Archer is Professor 
of Comparative Religions, and well 
qualified, by years of study and teach- 
ing, to present an authoritative and 

readable work on this subject. 497 

pages—Thomas Nelson—$3.00. 

And the Life Everlasting 

JOHN BAILLIE. This book, by the 
eminent Edinburgh theologian, is the 
best book on the evidences for immor- 
tality that I know. It is written in an 
admirable style, full of apt illustra- 
tions. 350 pages—Scribners—$2.50. 

Darby and Joan 

MAURICE BARING. This is a charm- 
ing and beautifully written novel, by 
the accomplished English writer, sol- 
dier, and diplomat. 223 pages—Knopf 

—$2.00. 

God’s Search for Man 
KARL BARTH. These are sermons 
preached by Barth and Thurneysen, of 

Switzerland; translated into English 

by various hands. They are meant 

especially for Lenten reading. 235 

pages—Round Table—$2.00. 


| Christ and Evolution 


GEORGE A. BARTON. “A study of the 
doctrine of redemption in the light of 
modern knowledge.” This is by a 
scholar who believes in the divine ori- 
gin of Christianity and in evolution. 
166 pages—University of Pennsylvania 
—$2.00. 

The Church—Catholic and Protestant 

WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN. A scholar- 
ly, clear presentation of the vital be- 
liefs of the Roman Catholics, Anglo- 
Catholics, and Protestants. 421 pages 
—Scribners—$2.75. 

Adventure for Happiness 

S. PARKES CADMAN. Vigorous and 
inspiring essays on living a more 
abundant life. The book will appeal 


to all classes of readers. 312 pages— 
Macmillan—$1.90. 

My Utmost for His Highest 

OSWALD CHAMBERS. This is a 


“Golden Book,” a spiritual calendar, 
with one page of religious meditation 
for every day in the year. They were 
talks given in various far-away places 
by an English teacher, prepared for 
publication by his wife. A good book: 
to have on the table for daily reading. 
375 pages—Dodd, Mead—Cloth, $1.50— 
Leather, $2.50. 

The’ Well and the Shallows 

G. K. CHESTERTON. Brilliant and 
witty essays on religion and philoso- 
phy. Both provocative and diverting. 


277 pages—Sheed & Ward—$2.50. 


My Old World 

ERNEST DIMNET. Partial autobi- 
ography of the author of The Art o/ 
Thinking, who combines culture, intel- 
ligence, worldly wisdom, humor, and 
religious faith. 280 pages—Simon & 
Schuster—$2.50. 


Green Light 

LLOYD C. DOUGLAS. Another popular 
and entertaining novel by the Rev. Dr. 
Douglas, and the best-written of his 
. books. 326 pages—Houghton Mifflin— 
$2.50. 

God’s Soldier 

ST. JOHN ERVINE. The life of General 
‘ William Booth, Founder of the Salva- 
tion Army, written by one of the most 
famous of living dramatists. This is 
not only the biography of a man of 
genius and the history of an unique 
organization; it is inspiring. Two vol- 
umes. 616 pages—Macmillan—$7.50. 

The Power to See It Through 

HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK. Sermons 
by one of the most brilliant of living 
preachers. Their effect is immensely 
heightened by their informality and 
simplicity of style. They deal directly 
with questions that many individuals 
put to themselves, even if they do not 
ask them of others. 248 pages—Har- 
per—$1.50. 

The Husband of Mary 

ELIZABETH D. HART. It is a short 
novel whose hero is Joseph, the hus- 
band of the mother of Our Lord. It is 
an imaginative reconstruction of the 
scenes and characters in the Gospels, 
and far more successful than most 
ventures of the kind. 121 pages—Lip- 
pincott—$1.00. 

One Light Burning 

R. C. HUTCHINSON. This novel, while 
a work of art, is profoundly spiritual. 
Mr. Hutchinson is a young English- 
man, Oxford graduate, who is not only 
one of the best English-writing novel- 
ists of today but is a spiritual force in 
literature and life. One should read 
not only One Light Burning but his 
novel of 1932, called The Answering 
Glory. .340 pages—Farrar & Rinehart 
—$2.50. 

Return to Philosophy 

C. E. M. JOAD. This book, by an emi- 
nent writer on philosophy, is a plea for 
a reconsideration of philosophical 
thinking and for an attitude toward 
life based on reason. Although its 
reading requires serious attention, any 
intelligent person will enjoy it im- 
mensely. It is a vigorous attack on 
many popular attitudes. 279 pages— 
Dutton—$2.50. 

Meditations on the Cross 

TOYOHIKO KAGAWA. Here we have 
an evangelist preaching to his fellow- 
Japanese, conscious of the fact that 
most of them are not Christians, a so- 
cial prophet, and a personal passion- 
ate believer. 211 pages—Willett Clark 
—$1.50. 

Jesus Manifest 

D. S. MEREJKOWSKI. This is the con- 
sideration of the nature, character, 
and teachings of the Founder of Chris- 
tianity, written by the famous Russian 
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mystic philosopher and novelist. There 

is a prefatory note by Dean Inge. 622 
pages—Scribners—$2.75. 

The Sceptical Approach to Religion 

PAUL ELMORE MORE. This little book, 
published in 1934, is the finest rational 
approach to religious belief I have ever 
read. It is also a masterpiece of liter- 
ary art. 201 pages—Princeton—$2.00. 

Eugene O’Neill: A Poet’s Quest 

RICHARD DANA SKINNER. This is a 
study of the plays of the foremost 
American dramatist by a professional 
drama critic; he is interpreting their 
spiritual significance, and the growth 
of the mind of the playright. 242 
pages—Longmans, Green—$2.00. 

Christian Realities 

ROBERT E. SPEER. These are informal 
addresses on religious thinking and the 
spiritual life that were never written 
for publication. They were taken down 
as spoken; and there has been no at- 
tempt to make them more formal. 
They are really conversations on re- 
ligion. 258 pages—Revell—$2.50. 

To Him That Overcometh 

ALFRED E. STEARNS. This little book, 
by the former Principal of Phillips 
Academy, Andover, is a discussion of 
the religious and moral difficulties that 
beset youth in our times, and is per- 
haps addressed more definitely to par- 
ents than to any other class of persons. 
How shall I bring up my boy? 218 
pages—Wilde—$1.50. 

The Bible in Our Day 

A SYMPOSIUM. This little book is a 
symposium with chapters written by 
seven clergymen of various denomina- 
tions. Its intention is to give to lay- 
men the contemporary religious and 
scholarly points of view on the Bible. 
184 pages—Oxford—$1.00. 

A Way to Life 

ERNEST FREMONT TITTLE. These 
are lectures by one of the most emi- 
nent speakers in America; they deal 
with the application of the Gospels to 


modern life—individual, social, na- 
tional, and international. 183 pages— 
Holt—$1.75. 


The Four Gospels 

CHARLES C. TORREY. Translated and 
edited by Charles C. Torrey. This is 
one of the most important books I 
have ever read on the New Testament. 
Professor Torrey believes the Gospels 
were originally written in Aramaic. He 
has, therefore, made a translation from 
the supposedly Aramaic originals. This 
translation throws a flood of light on 
many important passages; and Profes- 
sor Torrey’s essay in this volume on 
the origin of the Gospels is full of in- 
terest, value, and inspiration. 331 
pages—Harper—$3.00. 

The Essence of Plotinus 

GRACE H. TURNBULL, Compiler. These 
extracts in glish translation from 
the writings ot Plotinus, who lived in 
the third century after Christ, are 
meant as a help to the spiritual life 
rather than as an analysis of the 
author’s philosophy. 303 pages—Ox- 
ford—$2.50. 

Henry van Dyke 

TERTIUS VAN DYKE. An intimate 
and charming biography of one of the 
most famous of modern preachers, who 
was also a poet, novelist, essayist, af- 
ter-dinner speaker, college professor, 
man of the world, and fisherman. 444 
pages—Harper—$3.50. 

Why Do Men Suffer? 

LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD. A discus- 
sion of the greatest of all moral prob- 
lems, and of the one thing that has 

prevented more persons from believing 
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USED IN OVER ONE MILLION CHRISTIAN HOMES 


HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE’ 


all denominationsforitsfreshness and coment, 
anguage, for its freedom from doctrinal jon. 


THE BEST GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
FOR TEACHERS—STUDENTS—FOR THE HOME AND SCHOOL 


One hundred and sixty-eight stories, each complete in itself, yet form- 
tinuous narrative of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
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Each ofthe world-old stories is told by the noted author in a manner 
thatis vitally interesting and instructive to young and old alike. 
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in God than anything else. 224 pages 
—Abingdon—$1.25. 

Men and Women of Far Horizons 

JESSE R. WILSON. A collection of brief 
articles by foreign missionaries describ- 
ing their daily lives, problems, and dif- 
ficulties in remote places. The reader 
gets an intimate knowledge of the mis- 
sionaries and the natives. 214 pages— 
Friendship—$1.00. 

The Book of Day 

CHARLES FREDERICK WISHART. 
This tiny volume deals with one of the 
most interesting and least understood 
books of the Bible, the Revelation. 
President Wishart discusses it from the 
literary, historical, and religious points 
of view. 65 pages—Oxford—$1.00. 

A New Standard Bible Dictionary 

A BIBLE DICTIONARY. Third revised 
edition. A work of great practical 
value. Funk & Wagnalls. Cloth, $7.50 
—Buckram, $8.50. 


TWO KINDS OF RELIGION 


In the Middle Ages, a few fanatical 
religious leaders, who were really dema- 
gogues, set the simple-minded Christians 
of Europe aflame with a wild zeal to re- 
cover the alleged tomb of Christ from 
the infidels and the pagans in Jerusalem. 
With wild frenzy the mob which in- 
creased in numbers as they journeyed, 
swept out of Europe into Asia, burning, 
pillaging, and destroying everything, and 
everybody, they called heathen. There 
has been no greater expression of in- 
human hate, murder, and lust than was 
evinced by these maddened, religious 
people who were out to find the tomb of 
the meek and lowly Jesus. 

A few centuries later there began to 
develop in England a group of people, 
who sensed what they termed “the inner 
light.” They said that if a man would 
open his life unselfishly to the spirit of 
God, he would come into the possession 
of a warm reality of the presence of 


God, and would possess a new light of 
understanding and awareness. These 
people were laughed at, mocked, 
scourged, and derisively called Quakers. 
They moved over to Penn’s Woods, in 
America, where they found Indians liv- 
ing. When they bought land from the 
Indians they did not cheat them, they 
paid all they could for it. They shared 
their food with poor and hungry In- 
dians. They tried to teach them some 
of the stories and ways of life which 
seemed so good. The final story is that 
in a period in which Colonial history in 
America is filled with Indian massacres, 
there is not one recorded story of an In- 
dian massacre in the Pennsylvania 
colony. 

Russell J. Clinchy in The Younger 
Churchmen Look at the Church; Edited 
by Ralph H. Read; The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 


LIFE 


I said to God: “Life is a wine cup. 
A thing to be drained while we may, 
And those who drink most deeply 
And emptiest cast it away; 
The ones who have claimed the full 
measure 
Of all the joy it can give, 
Are those who have learned most com- 
pletely 
What it means to be conscious and 
live.” 


But God said: “No, life is a picture, 
A thing you may paint as you will, 
Your colors are of your own choosing, 
And yours is the measure of skill. 
You may paint, and the curse or the 
blessing 
With all of their burden or worth, 
When your brush has been dropped will 
be treasured 
As your gift to the children of earth.” 
—Charles E. Flynn. 
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An Invitation for Summer 


Ministers and other reli- 

gious workers are invited 
to a short five weeks course 
or a longer ten weeks 
course in our Summer quar- 
ter. You may begin either 
June 22nd or July 27th. 
_ A wide range of vital and 
important subjects under 
stimulating instructors will 
be available. Part of your 
work may be taken in the 
University of Chicago. 
What better way to prepare 
for next fall and thus bring 
your people fresh and well- 
informed religious leader- 
ship? 

For Summer Quarter bul- 
letin address: 


THE CHICAGO 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


ALBERT W. PALMER, President 
University Avenue, Chicago 




















Ready for 
Vacation Church School ? 


AVE you chosen your textbooks 


and planned your program? 
Lesson courses for Kindergarten, 
Primary, Junior and Intermediate 


divisions are described in our new 
Vacation Church School Textbook 
Circular. Practical handwork sug- 
gestions and teaching helps will be 
found in our new Supply Circular. 
Both circulars free on request. 


The WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA... Witherspoon Building 


Pt MD, sbecesseds 156 Fifth Avenue 
PITTSBURGH ......... Granite Building 
CHICAGO ....216 South Wabash Avenue 


SAN FRANCISCO. .234 McAllister Street 
Orders taken for any books published. 
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For Your Class or Sunday School 
By Publishing a _ Local 
Church Paper 


HURCHES, Sunday school 

classes and societies are mak- 
ing $25 to $300 per issue from parish 

| papers. Ads and subscriptions are 

| easily secured. Our co-operative 
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plan makes it possible for you to 
secure a parish paper at about one- 
fifth the price charged by local 
printers, 

A parish paper fills empty pews, 
acts as an assistant pastor, keeps 
the community informed and stimu- 
lates every church activity. 





The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Send me samples and par- 
ticulars free of charge. 


Street 
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Friendless and faint, with martyred 
steps and slow, 

Faint for the flesh, but for the 
spirit free, 

Stung by the mob that came to see 
the show, 

The Master toiled along to Cal- 
vary; 

We gibed him, as he went, with 
houndish glee, 

Till his dimmed eyes for us did 
overflow; 

We cursed his vengeless hands 
thrice wretchedly,— 

And this was nineteen hundred 
years ago. 

—Edwin Arlington Robinson. 











CHRIST IS RISEN 


In the book, “Men of the Knotted 


| Heart,” two lifelong friends, Grant and 


Struthers, had lived together for thirty 
years as ministers of the gospel in the 


| town of Greenock, Scotland. Each Mon- 
| day it was their custom to meet at the 


club to which they belonged. It was ob- 
served that Grant never entered with- 
out pausing at the door with his hand 
on the latch and saying something softly 
to himself. People wondered what he 
was saying and one day some one ven- 
tured to ask Struthers if he knew. “Why, 
yes, I know,” he said. “He is saying: 
‘Christ is risen. Christ is risen.’” 

So each recurring Sunday reminds us 
anew of the resurrection of Christ and 


| the hope of life eternal, and should be a 
| season of spiritual renewal for each of 


us. How better can we begin each new 
week than in fellowship with the risen 
Christ, in the worship of God, and in 


| the communion of saints? 


Edward H. Jones in Today; The West- 


| minster Press. 


| GOD CONSERVES SOULS 


I sat one evening and listened, as per- 
haps many others did, to a phonograph 
record being played over the radio. It 


| was one of Caruso’s records. The golden 


tones of that glorious voice filled the 
room. I was deeply moved, for I re- 


| membered that the famous singer was 


dead and that somewhere in his native 
land all that was mortal of him rested 


| in a tomb. Yet his voice was alive and 


vibrant and beautiful. Now the brains 
of Thomas A. Edison, which conceived 
the idea of a talking machine, are in the 


| tomb. And the man who perfected the 


radio is aging and passing toward the 
grave. Is a thing so marvelous as the 


| talking machine and the radio more en- 





during than the human mind which con- 
ceived them? Do the things which man 
creates outlive and outlast him? Physi- 
cal death says, yes. But humanity has 
refustd to believe it. If it is possible for 
man to conserve the beautiful voice of 
the singer and the achievements of the 
mind of the scientist and perpetuate 
them from century to century, it is not 


too much to ask men to believe that God 
can conserve the soul back of the voice 
and the mind and perpetuate it through- 
out all eternity. Humanity is interested 
in the land beyond the sunset because, 
for most of us, it is a reality peopled 
with real souls. 

B. H. Bruner in Toward the Sunrising; 
Cokesbury Press. 


FACING THE FUTURE WITH A SMILE 


On the day following the death of his 
mother a man related these incidents 
surrounding her passing. Before going 
to bed she sang the hymns of the church 
at family worship. She said good night 
with a smile, adding, “I will see you in 
the morning.” But in the morning she 
did not come down. When they rapped 
on the door there was no answer. The 
strong business man, who told his story, 
went in to find his mother apparently 
asleep; but she was away. She had gone 
on into the country beyond. He wept 
profusely as he related the occurrence. 
Then suddenly he stood up and said, 
“But I will see her in the morning!” 

If Christianity can give us that assur- 
ance, it makes life have a meaning which 
inspires enthusiastic adventure! Then 
religion is not a liability; it is an asset! 
It is not a hindrance; it is a help. It is 
not a load; it is a lift! It is not excess 
baggage; it gives us strength to carry 
all the luggage of life and to smile as we 
face the unknown future! 

G. Ray Jordon in Faith That Propels; 
Cokesbury Press. 


MAN AT HIS HIGHEST AND BEST 


Just when is man at his highest and 
best? Some say when he is in a singing 
mood. “Give me the man that sings at 
his work,” said Thomas Carlyle. Others 
say that man is at his best in that high 
moment when he determines to take 
some hazardous course for a mighty 
cause, as when Luther, having made his 
historic defense, exclaimed: “Here I 
stand, God helping me; I can not do 
otherwise.” Still others claim that man 
is at his best when engaged in some sim- 
ple yet tender ministry to needy human- 
ity as. when Sir Philip Sidney on the 
battlefield of Zutphen, just before his 
death, asked for a drink of water and 
was about to quench his thirst, when, ob- 
serving a wistful look on the face of a 
mortally wounded soldier who lay close 
by, handed the cup to him saying, “Thy 
need is greater than mine.” These are 
great moods, and one can gainsay it. But 
the greatest mood that man can know 
is, I believe, the praying mood. For 
when one prays, really prays, then is he 
best equipped for the singing mood, the 
mood of high decision, the mood of min- 
istry to the humblest on the earth. 

Edgar DeWitt Jones in The Pulpit 
Stairs; Bethany Press. 





All measure is retroactive. 
J. B. Meriam 
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THE CLOUD THAT CLEARS 
THE VISION 


When the disciples of Jesus were on 
the mount “there came a cloud and over- 
shadowed them: and they feared as they 
entered into the cloud.” But a voice 
spoke out of that cloud saying, “This is 

my beloved Son; hear ye him.” And they 
lifted up their eyes and saw no man save 
Jesus only. That cloud had cleared their 
vision.... A rich and cultured lady stood 
by the grave- -side of her only child, deso- 
late and wrapped in a cloud of loneliness 
and sorrow as dark as night. But as she 
stood by that grave-side the voice of God 
quietly spoke to her. She went from that 
grave-side to give herself to the care of 
children of unmarried mothers. She is 
one of the happiest women in the world 
now, for in that hour the voice of God 
let her see that she had been dividing 
her central allegiance with selfish inter- 
ests, and when she lifted up her tear- 
dimmed eyes she saw no man save Jesus 
only. Then she blessed the cloud that 
cleared her vision. 


E. Stanley Jones in Christ and Human 
Suffering; The Abingdon Press. 


“I HAVE NO FAVORITE CHILDREN” 


President Albert W. Palmer of Chicago 
has recently suggested, “Ten New Com- 
mandments of Righteousness and Jus- 
tice,’ which fit wonderfully the social 
challenge of the present age. The first 
of these new commandments he words as 
follows: “I am the Lord thy God, but 
thou shalt remember that I am also the 
God of the whole earth. I have no favor- 
ite children. The Negro and the Hindu, 
the Chinese, Japanese, Russian, and 
Mexican are all my beloved children.” Is 
it possible for any sincere Christian to 
deny this fact, so unmistakably written 
on the pages of the New Testament? 
George Walter Fiske in Studies in Spir- 
itual Energy; Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 


BUILDING THE CHURCH 


“On this rock,” said the Master, “I will 
build my church.” What rock did He 
have in mind? 


“Peter, chief of the Apostles, first 
Pope, transmitter of a special grace 
essential to the real church,” says the 
Catholic, building on that bit of rock 
called Peter a vast pretentious edifice 
of ecclesiasticism. “No,” says the Prot- 
estant, “the rock is the Confession of 
Faith in Christ as the Son of God,” and 
so he builds on that rock an imposing 
structure of creed. 

But here, as everywhere, simplicity is 
the surest guide to the real meaning of 
our Lord. He takes Peter as the type of 
every true Christian. We interpret and 
apply that text best, when we see Christ 
point to one another, and say, “You are 
Peter, John, Mary, George, Kate; on you 
I will build my church.” 

The church can be truly built only as 
Christ can find men and women who 
will stand alone, and own their faith in 
Him. Wherever there is one such Chris- 
tian, there is a part of the church. 

William P. Merrill in The Way; The 
Macmillan Company. 


PREPARED FOR MARRIAGE 


I have in mind two couples who were 
married a few years ago. The young 
man and young woman composing one 
of the couples came from homes where 





they had known little discipline. 
had both engaged in their share of petty 
flirtations. They both possessed rather 
light and flippant views of marriage. 
Naturally their adventure has ended in 
tragedy. They were not ready. We feel 
sure that he threw away his wedding 
ring before he ever bought it from the 
jeweler, and that she threw hers away 
before he ever slipped it upon her finger. 
The other two grew up in homes where 
there was both right discipline and right 
example. They learned forbearance. 
They kept the treasures of their love for 
the supreme sacramental adventure of 
life. Their dreams have come true. 
They have entered that sweetest of 
earthly Edens, a happy married life. 
They have done so because they were 
ready. 


Clovis G. Chappell in Sermons from 
Parables; Cokesbury Press. 


FUTILISM 


John Galsworthy gave us the word 
Futilism. Galsworthy always has a high 
conception of human worth and human 
destiny. In The White Monkey he pic- 
tures the life that has no purpose. Fleur 
Forsyte wanted such a life—a life that 
began nowhere and ended in the same 
place. Her uncle had a Chinese picture 
of a white monkey above the mantel. 
The creature was eating fruit and throw- 
ing the rinds all about him on the floor. 
The uncle was a cynical man and this 
was his idea of life—‘Crush all you can 
out of experience and throw the mangled 
rinds away.” And what Galsworthy 
means is that such a life is unsatisfac- 
tory. It cannot possibly bring peace. It 
leads to an appalling sense of futility 
and emptiness. Where did I come from? 
What am I here for? Where am I go- 
ing? What is it all about? Religion 
answers all these questions, and without 
religion there is not even an attempt at 
an answer to any of them. 


Malcolm James MacLeod in Seen From 
My Pulpit; Fleming H. Revell Company. 


LOOKERS OR SEERS? 


A European travel agency advertises 
that it helps tourists abroad to be 
“seers” and not merely “lookers.” 


We are all familiar with that pest, the 
“rubber-neck,” who wants to look at 
everything, but doesn’t want to look 
long. One look is enough, and then he is 
ready for some other thing. 


The “looker” never really understands 
the object at which he looks. The “seer” 
seeks to understand. He sees beneath 
the surface. Millions of people had 
looked at steam make a kettle bounce 
up and down, but it remained for James 
Watt to see the power demonstrated 
there. Many generations had looked at 
wounded and suffering men in battle, but 
Florence Nightingale saw them as an op- 
portunity for service. 


Wise men are called seers, short for 
“see-ers.” Seers see, while ordinary peo- 
ple only look at conditions about them. 


Jesus was the great Seer. He could 
glance at a man and see the heroic pos- 
sibilities in him. Jesus could see the na- 
tions as the family of God. He could see 
the future and picture God’s Kingdom as 
it ought to be. 


J. Gordon Howard in Follow Me; The 
Westminster Press. 
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SHOW CURRENT 
FILM MASTERPIECES 


On a Free 
Talking Picture Projector 


Simply select two films monthly 
from our extensive library and a 
latest model, 16 mm. talking pic- 
ture projector is yours rent-free. 


By charging a small admittance 
fee, you can more than cover the 
low film rental costs. Write for 
Special Church Plan A and our 
Sound-on-Film Catalog. 
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Formerly nome 9 FILM LIBRARIES, Inc. 


330 W. 42nd St. NEW YORK,IN. Y. 














i) Mother’s Day... 


Make the day long to be remembered 
by the mothers and their children of 
your church! 

Attractive announcement folders and 
post cards, special Mother's Day bul- 
letins and souvenirs will aid you in 
preparing the special services in your 
church. 

Without obligation, complete samples 
of our Mother’s Day supplies will be 
sent you upon request. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO., 
Cedar Falls, lowa 


Be sure to get our quotations on your 
next printing order. 


NEW and Different 








@ “Devotional Hymns” vitalizes 
the music of your church and 
school. A convenient all-purpose 
book of 288 pages. Excellent for 
evangelical effort; fits right into 
the church program afterwards. 
Contains hymns for — 
and young people and the 
treasured masterpieces of the 
ages. Silk maroon cloth, gold 
title, $40 per 100 not prepaid. Bristol 
binding, $25.00. 

NOTE: If larger book is wanted write for ‘‘The Service 
Hymnal’’—a complete service book of 480 pages. $60 per 100 
not prepaid. Both books in round and shaped notes; also 
complete orchestration. Exclusive new lacquered binding. 

Returnable sample copies on request. Write today. 
HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 

5709-D West Lake Street CHICAGO, ILL. 











UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


stand for and proclaim 
the heart of the Gospel 


Union periodicals aim to present only con- 
structive truth. They refrain from contro- 
versial discussion of doctrines which are 
not fundamental and on which evangelical 
Christians hold varying views. They are 
thoroughly practical as well as Biblically 
sound. 
Write for free specimen copies 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Christ Needed Today 


By Francis B. Sayre 


The following is a portion of an address given by the Hon. Francis 
S. Sayre, Assistant Secretary of State of the United States of 
America before the Foreign Missions Conference of North America. 


E ARE experiencing today a 

period of discouragement and 

growing pessimism. We seem 
to be slipping backwards in the long 
march of progress. We are in danger 
of losing part of the precious heritage 
for which our ancestors fought and 
gave their lives. Human liberty, democ- 
racy, parliamentary government, freedom 
of speech, freedom of conscience, toler- 
ance, faith,—these in important parts of 
the world have ceased to exist. Today 
the tide is running strong for autocracy 
and dictatorship, for censored speech 
and writing, for riotous intolerance, for 
crass materialism. The tragedy is that 
these fundamentals upon which our 
Western civilization has been slowly and 
painfully built are being sacrificed with- 
out a struggle,—nay, that whole peoples 
today are enthusiastically welcoming 
their discard, and that youth in whose 
hands lies the shaping of the future, are 
the staunchest backers of the newly de- 
veloping order..... 








During the past hundred years we 
have been living through an age of un- 
precedented material development and 
progress. New and hitherto undreamed- 
of power was generated by the creative 
inventions and ideas of the nineteenth 
century. We of the West became drunk 
with the quest of money and more 
money; our generation gave itself over 
to the winning of wealth and material 
power. We have harnessed Nature and 
made her serve us with the wealth-pro- 
ducing power of a hundred million 
slaves. We have lavishly increased the 
physical comforts of life. We have made 
ourselves masters of the material world. 
But we have lost the spiritual values 
which alone give to life its satisfying 
rewards. 


The results speak for themselves. We 
have brought about a cataclysmic war 
which has drenched the world in blood. 
We have generated an economic catas- 
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trophe without parallel in history. It is 
not honest thinking to regard these as 
visitations of God which we were power- 
less to prevent. They are clearly of our 
own making,—the result of a social and 
economic order which we ourselves have 
built up, founded on acquisitive instincts 
and making for social injustice and eco- 
nomic insecurity. 


Reaping the Fruits 


Today we are reaping the fruits. Eco- 
nomic collapse threatens on every side. 
Security, which forms a rough index of 
the advance of civilization and which 
the nineteenth century thought had been 
permanently won after the turbulent 
days of feudalism, is in our day fast 
losing ground. Yet on top of all this we 
are building up armaments to a point 
never before touched in history. Nations 
are preparing for war—and the system 
which we ourselves have created seems 
to leave no room for escape. 


But we have not found the way to win 
and make secure the enduring and really 
precious values of life. We have become 
essentially a materialistic civilization. We 
have sought happiness through ac- 
quisition. We have placed our ulti- 
mate reliance for security upon ma- 
terial force. We have largely ceased 
to utilize the matchless power and 
strength that comes through religion. 
We have failed to advance in our com- 
prehension and understanding of spirit- 
ual realities. We are losing our faith, 
and with it our sense of spiritual direc- 
tion. We have acquired prodigious ma- 
terial power without a corresponding 
spiritual understanding and restraint. 


If the social and economic order in 
which we live is of our own making, 
surely the road to recovery must be of 
our own making also. Permanent re- 
covery will never come by chance. Order 
does not flow out of disorder without 
directing intelligence. Deep-seated and 
lasting recovery can come only as the 
result of conscious effort on the part of 
those who have the vision and the cour- 
age to hew new pathways in a changing 
civilization. 

The world today is recoiling from the 
disastrous effects of the gross materialism 
which has followed our loss of faith. 
Humanity is yearning now, as seldom be- 
fore, for surer foundations on which to 
build. There is only one way. From 
| widely shifting beliefs and differing faiths 
we must sift out life’s fundamental 

values. We must get back to the eter- 
nal verities of human experience,—for 
instance, that self-seeking and self-in- 
dulgence, unrestrained, ultimately lead to 
suffering; that dishonesty, whatever the 
apparent gain of today, inevitably un- 
dermines confidence and saps the possi- 
| bility of rewarding relationships tomor- 
| row; that force and violence, however 
tempting to gain quick results, destroy 
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the very foundations of social security 
and thus ultimately delay the march of 
human progress; that understanding and 
love have more potency to achieve last- 
ing results than material force. 


Humanity is not now athirst for more 
inventions and scientific discoveries and 
improved methods of manufacture. These 
things will not stop heartaches or broken 
lives or suicides. What men and women 
are yearning and groping for today are 
spiritual values, such as inner happiness 
unconquerable by outward circumstances, 
joy in daily work and satisfaction even 
in commonplace labor, the affection of 
a chosen few and the respect of all, some 
objective of existence which colors all life 
with beauty. Values such as these can- 
not be built upon material foundations. 
Need of Spiritual Foundations 


Every great civilzation of the past has 
had its rise, its:noon-time brilliance, and 
its gradual decline into the sunset. We 
can scarcely expect our own to prove an 
exception. We are beset today with 
dangers to our civilization of the gravest 
sort. The time is at hand when either 
we must commence a new chapter of 
forward progress or watch a slow decline. 
The outcome depends not upon blind 
forces outside of our control, but upon 
ourselves. 

Further progress demands building 
anew upon spiritual foundations. The 
amazing and splendid advance in ma- 
terial progress of the last century must 
now be matched by spiritual progress and 
understanding. It is not that we must 
accept arbitrary, unreasonable or fruit- 
less religious dogmas or traditional 
moral codes. What Western civilization 
needs is a mastery and a practical utili- 
zation of physical laws. 

The one solution that I can see, the 
only solution that seems really practical, 
lies along the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
He sensed, as no one else before or since, 
the heights and depths of human nature, 
knew how to satisfy its fundamental 
needs. He understood the secret of 
power. His life at the time was looked 
upon as a failure and He died a felon’s 
death. And yet, through His life and 
through His death, He generated a power 
which has fundamentally changed hu- 
man history. | 

I do not mean more ritualism. I do 
not mean more ecclesiasticism. I do not 
mean more dogmatic theology. 

I mean that if our civilization cannot 
be brought to understand more clearly 
and to believe more strongly in the fun- 
damental teachings of Jesus Christ and 
the principles upon which he staked His 
life, our civilization cannot survive. I 
mean that men must of their own con- 
sciousness come to perceive the utter 
folly of trying to build a civilization on 
materialism and brute force, and come 
to realize, perhaps through suffering, 
that the enduring values that humanity 


will always crave grow out of under- 
standing and love and self-sacrifice. 

There is only one way to make men 
realize that. We must go back to the 
living Christ,—to the audacious, thrilling, 
winsome figure that actually lived. Un- 
less men learn to love Him, they will not 
follow Him. Neither will they come to 
understand how to master life. 

That is the mission of Christianity to 
the present world, as I see it. As one 
catches the vision of all that hangs upon 
the outcome, the call of Christ becomes 
the most exciting challenge in the world 
today.” 


PEOPLE WHO ARE DEAD 


A large _ publishing house asked 
twenty-two well-known men and women 
to write out each one his own intimate, 
personal credo, as a working philosophy 
of life. Hear this confession of faith, 
made apparently. with entire frankness 
and sincerity, by a prominent literary 
and dramatic critic. “My own personal 
pleasure and happiness are all that I 
deem worth a hoot. The happiness and 
welfare of mankind are not my profes- 
sion. I am perfectly willing to leave 
them to the care of the professional mis- 


sionaries. I have all that I can do to 
look out for my own welfare and happi- 
ness! I am against all reform and all 
reformers. The world, as I see it, is al- 
ready sufficiently gay, beautiful 
happy as it stands. It is defective only 
to those who are themselves defective, 
to those who lack the sagacity, the 
imagination, and the wit to squeeze out 
its rich jocose juices and go swimming 
in them.” 

What a picture the man drew of him- 
self! What a portrait of one who must 
be dead at the heart, dead at the top, 
dead to those values which are supreme 
and lasting. The funeral may not have 
been held, but there are “the remains.” 
All those self-centered, cynical people 
have names to live, but they are dead. 
Their attitude is a cross between a yawn 
and a sneer. No higher levels in the 
sorry landscape where they wander 
about, detached and lonesome! 

Charles R. Brown in Finding Our- 
selves; Harper & Brothers Publishers. 


WOULD HE BE WELCOMED? 


The dean of a great American Uni- 
versity looked up from his desk to greet 
a visitor, and saw before him a dark, 
quiet, cultured student whose face was 
scarred by primitive savage rites in his 
boyhood. He was only a few years re- 
moved from the African jungle; but he 
came to register for an advanced class in 
Hebrew, being already a college gradu- 
ate with a Bachelor of Arts degree, so 
that he might learn to translate the Old 
Testament into his native African 
tongue. The dean gladly welcomed him 
and opened to him the full privileges of 
the university. What if his man, with 
swarthy countenance and the hallmark 
of barbarism upon him, should apply 
for membership in your church? Would 
he be welcomed as a Christian brother 
as well as a distinguished Christian 
scholar? 

George Walter Fiske in Studies In 
Spiritual Energy; Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 
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An Easter Dramatic Sermon 


Many will appreciate this variation from the typical Easter sermon. 
The author is the pastor of the Rankin Presbyterian Church, 
Brush, Colorado. 


HE arrangements for this Drama- 

Sermon were simple, yet dignified, 

producing a wonderful spirit of wor- 
shipful reverence. 

In front of the platform—from which 
the pulpit had been removed—long black 
(heavy sateen) curtains hung. They 
were ten feet high, and reached clear 
across the proscenium, being open in the 
center. 

When this part of the worship-service 
was reached the lights of the church 
were extinguished, save for a carefully 
concealed lamp back of the curtains, 
where a lady was in charge, whose duty 
it was to open and close the curtains, 
and to be ready, if necessary, to 
“prompt.” The Prolocutor was dressed 
in a white gown, such as is worn by the 
“Rainbow” girls. The six young ladies 
wore “rainbow” robes (simple, white 
voile) and had gold braid on their heads. 
Each girl wore a colored sash, reaching 
from the right shoulder to the left hip, 


on which was printed, in large white 
letters, the *“character” she represented. 
The colors of the sashes were as fol- 
lows: History, blue; Philosophy, yellow; 
Science, orange; Nature, green; Human- 
Heart, red and Religion, purple. 

As the lights of the church went out, 
the prolocutor stepped between the folds 
of the curtain, and a not too brilliant 
spot-light was cast upon her. When she 
finished speaking, the light was dimmed, 
and as she stepped back, the girl repre- 
senting History came forward, when the 
light was increased again—and so on for 
all the characters. This “coming and 
going” was as carefully rehearsed as 
the reciting of the parts, and everything 
was done with reverent precision. When 
the last “character” returned, the spot- 
light was moved across to the piano and 
soloist. In a rich soprano voice the se- 
lection, “I know that my Redeemer 
Liveth,” from Handel’s “Messiah,” was 
rendered by the singer. The entire pro- 





By C. E. Powell 


gram occupied about thirty minutes. 

No originality is claimed for the word- 
ing of the various parts, in fact, much 
of the material can be traced to various 
outstanding preachers of the day. The 
manner of presentation, however, is new 
and does offer something uniquely effec- 
tive, not only from the angle of drawing 
a large and intensely interested audience, 
but also from the standpoint of the par- 
ticipants, who were compelled, as they 
learned their own parts and attended 
the three rehearsals, to focus their think- 
ing upon this great theme. 

If a man die, shall he live again? 
Job 14:14. 


Introduction by Prolocutor— 


On this glad Easter Day not all 
hearts are assured of the glorious gos- 
pel of the Resurrection from the dead. 
Many still ask the question, “If a man 
die, shall he live again?” To such we 
bring our message tonight, seeking to 
show that while some whom we ques- 
tion may not have a full, complete, and 
convincing answer, there are gleams of 
comfort, foreshadowings of triumph, in 
many lines,—and that in Nature herself 
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there is a definite ground for reasonable 
hope. But when we turn to religion, 
and especially the religion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we leave the twilight of 
speculative questioning, and enter into 
a realm that is vibrant with confidence, 
glorious in promise, and radiant with 
divine certainty. 

Let us hear the answers to our ques- 
tion. Let us weigh carefully their mean- 
ing and importance, and let us give heed 
to and be enheartened by, the final 
promise and sure word of God. 

First of all we will call upon HISTORY. 
HISTORY, what sayest thou to this all- 
engrossing question? 

HISTORY: 

History appears before you in re- 
sponse to the summons for her answer 
to your momentous question. How I 
would like to speak. with persuasive 
power, but I cannot do so. Aside 
from a few traditions of primitive peo- 
ple, which men deeply question, I can 
offer you nothing more than a_ story or 
two from a book called the “New Testa- 
ment.” Yet unnumbered billions have 
wailed their first cry, sung their first 
song, mated, borne their young, withered 
and crumbled again to the dust, but none 
of these has ever returned to take up 
again the tools he laid down,—to com- 
plete the task he left unfinished. The 
records I have preserved tell of the rise 
and fall of dynasties and dominions. Em- 
pires have grown great, waxing mighty 
in arrogant pride, only to fall again in 
wanton destruction. I have recorded 
the birth of civilizations,—told the story 
of their amazing and splendid triumphs, 
and preserved in imperishable epics the 
lessons of the past. Still, I have no clear 
witness to a general resurrection. The 
two or three traditional instances which 
I speak of offer no “sure and certain” 
ground of hope. If accepted, they are 
too fragmentary; they say nothing of 
a universal and ageless consummation, 
and give no proof of an indwelling 
spirit which, in itself, has the power to 
conquer death and decay. 

True, there may be an immortality 
of deeds, and ever and anon I have been 
tempted to believe that not only is there 
endless power and vitality in the indi- 
vidual spirit of, a great man, such as 
Moses, Socrates, Gautama, and Paul, but 
that the collective Spirit of a great race 
lives on. Surely, the Artistic Spirit of 
the Greeks, the Religious Spirit of the 
Hebrews, and the Governmental Spirit 
of the Romans cannot perish from the 
earth. Yet I see nothing in my records 
which warrants me giving an affirma- 
tive answer to your question. 
PHILOSOPHY: 

Men call me Philosophy. I have to do 
with the rationalizing of the stupendous 
facts of life. It is my business, when the 
Scientist has gathered the data, and the 
historian has arranged it in chronologi- 





cal order, to give meaning and signifi- , 


cance to the interpretation of these facts. 
I seek to help men view life steadily, 


and see it whole. My work is to endeavor | 
to give men a true perspective, that they | 


may be saved from narrowness, bigotry, 
and intolerance. I desire to free them 


from the tyranny of immediacy, that | 


they may profit from the accumulated 
experience of the race, and, in some 
measure at least, leave the world a little 
brighter and better than they found it. 
If I can get men to look at life through 
my eyes, and seek an understanding of 
the great movements of humanity 
through faithful fellowship with me, then 
their lives will acquire a poise, a calm, 
and a richness that will give infinite 
quality and worth to all their efforts. 
Nevertheless, I cannot be dogmatic in 
my answer. Perhaps the nearest ap- 


proach which Philosophy may make to | 
your question is the word which Plato | 


has placed in the mouth of the martyr 
Socrates. As the great Athenian raises the 
poisoned hemlock to his lips he delivers 
his valedictory, “And now we are about 
to separate—you to life and I to death— 
and which has the better part only God 
knows.” 
haps the answer will be in the affirma- 


tive, but—unaided—I can only say, “I | | 


do not know.” 

SCIENCE: 
My name is Science; for man I have 

done many wonderful things. 


If you can believe in God, per- | 


I have 


weighed the mountains in scales, and | 


hills in balances. I have taught man 


how to bridge rivers,—cross the oceans, | 
build dams, and fly around the globe | 


with the speed of a bird. Through me 
man has learned to conquer disease, 
prolong life, and add vastly to his own 
sense of security, comfort, and conveni- 
ence. Things which a few years ago 
would have been thought to belong only 
to the realm of magic and wizardry aré 
now within reach of every one. Mighty 
are my achievements and the end is not 
yet, but please remember that I deal with 
completed formulas. My province is to 
make known facts,—to present them to 
man, to show their value for daily liv- 
ing. Yet about life after death, I am 
compelled in all honesty to say, “I do 
not know.” I have watched man die, 
as I have watched his birth. I have been 
called in to stimulate the heart action 
of men who appeared dead, and they 





have revived. I have raised the average 


of man’s years upon the earth, but as 
to your question, “I do not know.” 
NATURE: 

The voice of Nature comes to you with 


a humble, reverent, yet confident word | 
in answer to your enthralling query, “If | 


a man die, shall he live again?” When 
Sir Christopher Wren, the great architect 
who planned and built England’s most 


magnificent St. Paul’s Cathedral,—died, | 


a tablet to his memory was placed over | 
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the main entrance. On it were inscribed 
the words: “If you seek my monument, 
look around you.” So I would say,— 
Look about you. 

Who can deny that Nature has a divine 
purpose, or fail to see that she is work- 
ing out experiments on a colossal scale? 
Is not man himself the outcome of a 
long-continued, divine process, made to 
| climax and govern the lesser works of 
| God’s own hands? Man may transcend 
| Nature, but he has much to learn from 
her ways. For if Nature has a purpose, 
and if the fullfilment of part of that 
purpose is man, then it is not fancifui to 
think of Nature as a revelation, seeking 
to make itself heard, if haply man will 
hearken. Thus Vor naturae may be- 
come Voz Dei. 

It is easy to caricature organic Nature, 
saying that she is “ a vast gladiatorial 
show,” a “dismal cockpit,”"—and that 
she is “red in tooth and claw with ra- 
pine.” That is only a part of the story, 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| finer types of being. 


for although there is competition to the 
death, and no lack of bloodshed, there 
is much more than this in the struggle 
for existence. It includes the industry 
of the long-tailed tit in gathering 2,379 
feathers to furnish a life-saving quilt 
for the eggs and young ones in the nest. 

This leads us to see that all through 
the ages Nature has not only been 
eliminating those with the unlit lamp 
and ungirt loin, but by this very strug- 
gle has been preparing for higher and 
Always Nature’s 
chief rewards have gone to those types 
that have coveted the best gifts. 

We take that brown, worthless look- 
ing bulb and bury it in the earth. It 


| decays, apparently dies, but in a short 


time a shoot appears. It develops into 
a stem, a leaf, a bud, and finally a gor- 
geous snow-white lily appears. 

Look at that grub yonder, lying in its 
slimy pool. It has come to the day when 
its great change is about to take place. 
It feels the impulse to seek the upper 
world of light and air. It has begun to 
slough off its coarse envelope. It has 
found the reed up which it shall climb 
out of the pool. Its friends gather 
around the ascending grub and beg from 
it the promise that, when it has ex- 
plored the world beyond, it will return 
and tell its story. If the grub does not 
return, they will know that the upper 


| world is the land of death. The grub 


ascends, reaches the upper air, and 
bursts out into the radiant beauty of 
the spangled dragon-fly. It has not for- 
gotten its companions at the bottom of 
the pool. It returns, and finds the reed 
up which it climbed, but it has passed 
through so great a change that, at the 


| first touch of the chill water, all within 


its warm and breathing body starts and 


| recoils as if from death. The world of 


| light and air is now native to it. 


There 


is no re-passing to the lower world. 


Such is the answer of Nature to your 
inquiry. Man shall live again, in more 
glorious and wondrous apparel. 


THE HUMAN HEART: 

When you call upon me for an answer 
to your question I long to give affirmative 
testimony, I yearn to be able to declare 
with positive assurance, “Yes, Man shall 
live again.” Is that not the answer that 
rises behind the first ordered human so- 
ciety; the answer that beats the funeral 
drums of the pagans, that writes the 
tenderest song of the ancients, that in- 
dites the most beautiful poems, paints 
the most exquisite pictures, inspires the 
most glorious music, and makes the 
story of the human race an ever-rising 
crescendo of faith? Yes—above all ig- 
norance, all fear, all sorrow, and all 
doubt,—aye, and above all knowledge, 
the Heart of Man cries out,—“Yes, Man 
shall,—man Must, live again. 

Yet History offers so little in proof. 
Philosophy is vague, indefinite, specula- 
tive. Science says she has no real veri- 
fying evidence; she says that such ques- 
tions do not belong to her realm. How 
then can I be sure? Sometimes it seems 
as if we “cry aloud and the only answer 
is the echo of our wailing cry.” The 
strongholds of princes and rock-hewn 
Morros tumble down like houses made 
of cards before the powerful guns of 
modern science, but just back of the 
grave is a granite wall before which na- 
ture, science, philosophy and history all 
stand speechless and abashed. How 
many, many times have we cried out,— 


“We have prayed and watched, and 
waited, 
And called to heaven their name; 
And stilled our pulse to listen 
But never an answer came.” 


Yet I refuse to despair. Surely that is 
not the final word. Why should it be 
said that whatsoever in divine revelation 
taxes the mind or the imagination must 
be disqualified? Not a day dawns in 
which we are not invited to place 
credence in things by the side of which 
the belief that life outlasts death is sim- 
plicity itself. It is not incredible that 
the unborn babe should in time become 
a Shakespeare or a Lincoln. Is it in- 
credible that the opulent imagination 
known as Shakespeare, and the mag- 
nanimous spirit known as Lincoln, should 
still be existent and active in the here- 
after? Has not the spiritual repeatedly 
shown itself able to control the physical? 
Death cannot reverse Nature’s order 
here, tyrannizing over life hereafter. 
Therefore I cast my vote for an af- 
firmative answer and cry: If a man die, 
shall he live again? 

YES—a thousand times YES! 
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RELIGION: 

Every arch built up in the name of 
Religion has had for its keystone Im- 
mortality. Go back with History to the 
very gates of Dawn and you will find 
evidences innumerable of a belief in life 
after death. Read the inscriptions on 
the tombs of the Egyptian Pharaohs,— 
the hieroglyphics of the Assyrian and 
Babylonian tablets,—the writings of the 
Greek and Roman poets,—these all bear 
witness to a passionate belief that the 
grave shall not be the final victor. And 
when you turn to the religion in which 
our own great faith finds its rootage, you 
discover not only the words of this 
challenging text, but you come upon 
such enheartening and confident ex- 
pressions as, “In thy light shall we see 
light,’ — “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth,’ — and that ringing exultation 
of the shepherd king: “I shall dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever.” 


All down the ages has come the voice 
of humanity’s heart crying for life be- 
yond the grave, and if the immortality 
of the soul is but the speculation of 
human genius how are we to account for 
this longing in the breast of men of 
every age and clime, of every kindred, 
race, and tongue? Whence comes this 
longing so universal and so persistent, 
if not from God? Nature works on 
hinges. Its every longing has its natural 
satisfaction. Its arrangement for sup- 
piy and demand is marvelous indeed. 
There is water for thirst and food for 
hunger, and shall God fill the soul with 
a hunger and a thirst which either His 
indifference or his powerlessness leads 
Him to disappoint? No indeed! 


The one great testimony which settles 
the matter for Christians, is the Word 
of God,—the Voice of Jesus Christ in 
the New Testament. That word leaves 
us in no uncertainty as to the reality of 
the soul’s future existence. It is guaran- 
teed not only in the specific statements, 
and in the astounding assumptions of 
Jesus, but it is certified for us in the very 
nature of His life and character. Jesus 
not only proclaimed the truth of im- 
mortality, he lived it here among men. 
So convincingly did He live the immortal 
life that it was inevitable that the 
Apostle should write, “He could not be 
holden of death,’ and that He “abolished 
death and brought life and immortality 
to light.” And He it was who said, “In 
My Father’s house there are many 
mansions. If it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you.” “I am the Resurrection and 
the Life: he that believeth in Me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live, and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die.” 


To give answer to our text the Christ 
of Easter came. He died to answer it. 
He arose from the dead to confirm His 
answer. 





| and best for you. 















Personal Standards 


habit of constantly reaching out 

for something just beyond your 
grasp will tend to bring discontent 
rather than happiness. It is destructive 
to your tranquillity of mind to envy oth- 
ers what you have not, to want too many 
of the things you see around you, and 
to dwell overmuch upon your own de- 
sires. Use and enjoy what you now 
have, be grateful for present opportuni- 
ties and blessings, and trust your ability 
and the future to bring what is good 
True happiness does 
not depend upon great material posses- 
sions, but emanates largely from the 
mental qualities of contentment, confi- 
dence, serenity, and beneficence. Sim- 
plicity of life always tends to happiness. 
Set yourself a high standard of per- 
sonal dignity, and resolve to adhere to it 
strictly. There are imprudent people 


| *: simplicity govern your life. The 


By Grenville Kleiser 


who descend to foolishness, empty jok- 
ing, undue familiarity, and airy per- 
siflage, usually to their own serious un- 
doing. Politeness and pleasantness are 
not incompatible with dignity. The de- 
plorable habits of contentious arguing, 
aimless talking, and _ pretentiousness 
should be carefully guarded against. In 
every sphere of life it is the man of dig- 
nity who gains the greatest respect and 
confidence. Set a high standard for 
yourself, and compel other men to come 
up at least to yours—never descend to 
theirs. So will you surely develop a 
character that will stand the test of 
time. 


Work with enthusiasm. Cultivate 
good cheer. Be tolerant of other peo- 
ple’s opinions. Constantly apply the 
Golden Rule. Have a daily play-time. 


(Turn to page 390) 
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Spring is here when the juvenile popu- 
lation bursts forth with skipping ropes 
and games of hop-scotch. Spring is 
here when the man of the house can’t 
find his favorite book, not lost but mis- 
laid in the topsy-turvy of spring clean- 
ing. 

Wise wives will turn a soft answer 
to righteous masculine wrath by serving 


| their lords something “extra special” at 


Indianapolis, Indiana | 





dinner. Here are a few of the recipe 
weapons with which poor, weak woman 
may arm herself and restore domestic 
tranquillity. 


Pineapple Pie 

1 package lemon-flavored gelatin 

2 tablespoon sugar 

% teaspoon salt 

1 cup boiling water 

2 egg yolks 

1 cup pineapple juice 
144 cups drained, crushed pineapple 

1 baked 9-inch pie shell 

Combine gelatin, sugar, salt and 2 
tablespoons water. Add egg yolks and 
stir well. Add remaining water gradu- 


| ally, stirring until gelatin is dissolved. 


Add pineapple juice. Chill. When 
slightly thickened, fold in pineapple. 
Turn into cold pie shell and chill until 
firm. Cover with meringue, or top with 
whipped cream. 


Deviled Ham Rolls 


2 cups sifted flour 
2 teaspoons double-acting baking 
powder 
% teaspoon salt 
4 tablespoons butter or other shorten- 
ing 
3% cup milk (about) 
1 cup deviled ham 
Sift flour once, measure, add baking 
powder and salt, and sift again. Cut in 
shortening. Add milk gradually, stirring 
until soft dough is formed. Turn out on 
slightly floured board and knead 30 sec- 
onds, or enough to shape. Roll 1% inch 
thick and cut in 2-inch squares. Place 
about 1 teaspoon deviled ham in the cen- 
ter of each square. Fold dough over 


| ham, pinch edges together, and shape 


into roll; then seal ends. Place seam- 


side down on ungreased baking sheet; 
bake in hot oven (450° F.) 12 to 15 min- 
utes. Makes 36 rolls. 


By BETTY BARCLAY 


Strawberry Cottage Pudding 
2 cups sifted cake flour 
2 teaspoons double-acting baking 
powder 
1% teaspoon salt 
3 tablespoons butter or other 
shortening 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup milk 
% teaspoon vanilla 


Sift flour once, measure, add baking 
powder and salt, and sift again. Cream 
butter, add sugar gradually, and cream 
together well. Add flour, alternately with 
milk, a small amount at a time, beating 
after each addition until smooth. Add 
vanilla. Bake in greased pan, 8x8x2 
inches, in moderate oven (350° F.) 50 to 
60 minutes, or until done. Serve with 
sauce of sweetened, crushed strawber- 
ries, drained, folded into whipped cream. 


Personal Standard 
(From page 389) 


Breathe deeply. Be systematic and or- 
derly in the details of your work. Avoid 
the desire to set other people right and 
to reform the entire world. Aim to in- 
fluence other lives for good by the force 
of your example. Have a definite daily 
program. Avoid waste movements, such 
as foot and finger tapping, rocking, and 
nervous clearing of the throat. Keep 
your mind constantly filled with whole- 
some, uplifting, healthful thoughts. Be 
ready to adapt yourself to the unex- 
pected and uncongenial. Form good 
habits and let them work for you auto- 
matically. 


To deny the democratic principle is 
in the end to deny the Christian method 
and spirit—Gwilym O. Griffith. 


* * * 


Spirit’s promptings do obey, 

Prove your faith now and for aye. 

Tell co-pilgrims the world over 

That Christ’s blood their sins doth cover. 
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In Collaboration with J. W. G. Ward 


The Tragedy and 
Triumph of Easter 


Promotional programs for 
Lent, Good Friday and 
Easter. 


Sermons on the “Last 
Words” and the Resurrec- 
tion. Postpaid $1.50 


Special Day Sermons 
with Worship Outlines 


Great sermons for the 
great days of the year to- 
gether with detailed sug- 
gestions for worship pro- 
grams, including prayers, 
hymns, organ _ selections, 
choir selections and other 
material. Postpaid $2.00 








————— 


Leach Books to Help In Your Lenten Ministry 





THE SERMON HEART BOOKS 


Sermon Hearts from the Psalms 
Studies in 150 distinctive sermons from texts in the book of 


Psalms. 
ready reference. 


The sermons are analyzed, condensed and keyed for 
Here are Maclaren, Brooks, Morrison, Robert- 


son and Watkinson as well as preachers of our modern 


civilization. 


Postpaid $2.00 


Sermon Hearts from the Gospels 


Studies in 150 distinctive sermons from texts in the four Gospels. 
The best known of modern preachers are there as well as many 
sermons from men not so well known. Striking paragraphs ap- 


pear as in the original sermons. 
representing a variety of authorship. 


Sermon Hearts 


Splendid homiletic studies 
Postpaid $2.00 


This is the original sermon heart volume which blazed a new 


trail in homiletic works. 


get it at one-half the original price. 


In a popular reprint edition you will 


One hundred and fifty 


sermons, historic and modern, beginning with Wesley and 


coming to the present day. 


Postpaid $1.00 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc., Auditorium Building, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Ventures in Dramatics, by Hulda Nie- 
buhr. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 224 
pages. $1.75. 

What teacher of intermediates has not 
desired suggestions for vivifying religious 
truth and making more appealingly per- 
suasive the religious life? Here is a vol- 
ume that meets the need. Here are the 
accounts of nineteen projects with boys 
and girls in the Church School which 
found expression in drama. Every pro- 
duction is life-centered, having grown 
out of experience, and led to wider ap- 
preciations in social and religious living. 
The way these dramas grew into being, 
the manner of their production, and 
their stimulating effect in life make 
them significant. On the one hand, these 
dramas represent life questioning and 
questing—on the other hand, life finding 
answers and making discoveries. As such 
they are built \around a wide range of 
interests, missions, personal responsi- 
bility, integrity of life, great personalities, 
education, church history, Easter, “etc.” 
Each drama represents an experience in- 
to which the boys and girls entered. 

As “ventures in dramatics,” the book 
offers guidance to teachers for further 
adventuring in “creative drama.” The 
alert leader will find suggestions helpful 
in meeting the demands of an age group 
that desires purposeful activity and 
achievement. In this, the book is a us- 
able manual for the production of 
dramas, dealing with the important prin- 
ciples of production, staging, costuming, 
“ete.” Any Church School worker aspir- 
ing to vitalize Intermediate work in re- 
ligious education will profit by possessing 





this volume for study, 


reference, and 
guidance. G. 


E. W. 


Wind. Letters and Poems of 
Edited by 
208 


Hill 
Charles Kittredge Abbe. 
George Abbe. Association Press. 
pages. $1.75. ‘ 

Several years ago Association Press 
published Larry, a collection of letters 
written by an adolescent boy and pub- 
lished after his death. That book ex- 
pressed the longings, ideals, and attitudes 
of adolescent boyhood as few books have. 

In a sense Hill Wind is a sequel to 
Larry. It deals with the college and 
post-college years of a young man bat- 
tling with deadly illness and yet finding 
life. Charles Kittredge Abbe was an 
outdoor man, a man of action, a ski- 
jumper, a tennis professional. Part of 
his college work was at Dartmouth and 
part at Occidental (because of his 
health), but he was a Dartmouth man to 
the end. He came from a splendid fam- 
ily, poor, because the father was a 
clergyman; but that family gave him an 
allegiance to home and a sense of what 
a home can mean that few young peo- 
ple have. 

This is an outstanding book. In it 
the soul of sensitive early manhood is 
laid bare. One watches a man battling 
with disease and poverty yet spending 
most of his time building up certain 
qualities in life and relationships which 
are sacred. And in it all there is no 
maudlin sentimentality, only spiritual 
strength. Here one finds a gehuine rev- 
erence for home, beauty, friendship and 
Nature and an appreciation that can 
almost be called divine. And what a 
well-rounded life! A man who is at the 
same time athletic and poetic; a man of 











reflection and a man of action! It isa 
biography of young manhood at its best. 
H.W. Ff. 


A Letter of Emerson, by Willard Reed. 
Beacon Press. 33 pages. $1.00. 

In 1842 a puzzled but wise person in 
Baltimore, Maryland, by the name of 
Solomon Corner, wrote a letter to Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. He wrote as a stranger 
to Emerson but he hoped that the phil- 
osopher would give him a little help in 
his thinking. To the surprise of this 
seeking soul Emerson, a number of weeks 
later, answered his letter. This letter 
which Emerson wrote is important for it 
summarizes his philosophy in a few lines. 

This small gift volume contains the 
letter which Solomon Corner wrote to 
Emerson, Emerson’s reply, and the final 
letter of Solomon Corner to Emerson 
which thanked him for his interest. A 
facsimile of Emerson’s letter is also given 
as well as a brief biographical note on 
Solomon Corner, a philosophical note 
summarizing Emerson’s thought and an 
analysis of Emerson’s letter. 

It is interesting to observe that this 
volume with its notes was prepared by 
the grandson of Solomon Corner. He is 
to be congratulated for sharing with the 
lovers of Emerson this hitherto unpub- 
lished letter. W. iL. L. 


The Littlest Orphan and Other Stories, 
by Margaret E. Sangster. Round Table 
Press. $1.50. 

Six Christmas stories make up this 
offering from Miss Sangster. There is 
love and romance, hunger and tragedy, 
laughter and tears. But they make a 
splendid diet for Christmas or any other 
season of the year. 
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THE IDEAL GIFT AT ALL TIMES 











GOD’S MINUTE... 


Here is a marvelous collection of 365 Daily Prayers, 
each 60 seconds long, written by 365 of the most emi- 
nent preachers and laymen in the world. Cloth, 60 
cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 


GOD’S MESSAGE.. 


365 prominent clergymen have chosen their favorite 

ipture passage, and, with this as a text, have written 
a Message that quickens faith, brings comfort. Cloth, 
60 cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Phila. 





A Spiritual 
thought for 
every day 






A daily 
reminder of 
the giver 













OXFORD BIBLES 


Like a good friend, an OXFORD BIBLE 
will stand the test of service—year in 
and year out. Printed on good, sturdy 


The Standard 
for over 
250 years 


paper from clear, readable type and durably bound, every. iil 
OXFORD BIBLE is an investment in Bible economy and 
Satisfaction. 41 all booksellers orthe publishers. 


2,000,000 
sold 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


414 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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PINK, RED AND REDDER 


Editor, Church Management: 

The timely article by Dr. Leach in 
February issue interested me from the 
standpoint of its being high time that 
something of this kind ought to per- 
meate the thinking of every well-wisher 
of Christianity, whose implement the 
church must be. 

Of course, speaking of churches going 
“red” implies that there must be indi- 
viduals who are “red.” It grates on me 
to use the term, but it is liberals, like 
one who is very prominent in my own 
denomination, who invite such reference. 
In point is the case of one such liberal 
who in attendance at the convention in 
your own city last January—the Third 
United States Congress Against War & 
Fascism—is reported in American Legion 
copy to have said, when the church 
leader was being photographed on the 
platform: “Tinge your flash glare with a 
bit of red and I will like it.” 

This brought to my mind what Prof. 
Louis M. Sears, Department of History 
and Economics at Purdue University, re- 
cently wrote in the editorial page of a 
great newspaper: 

“Why is it that reactionaries never, 
and conservatives ‘seldom, preen them- 
selves upon their intellect, while radi- 
cals quite often, and liberals almost in- 
variably, assume that their brain cortex 
is of finer texture than their fellows. 
* * * But there is a further explanation 


for their Pharasaical position, their 
genuine delight that they are not as 
other men. The professor of the social 
sciences, for example, in many of our 
colleges is more than likely to proclaim 
himself a liberal. He may even flirt with 
red when pink does not afford sufficient 
color.” 

Perhaps this was the motivation under 
which the previously mentioned church 
leader fought when he sought to gain 
favor, as he did gain it, by asking for 
the red tinge. 

And Prof. Sears continued: 

“Are the mourners at life’s table for- 
ever wiser than the wedding guests? Is 
melancholy at life’s inequalities so greatly 
wiser than the rejoicing at life’s opportu- 
nities? * * * Once the liberal abandons 
his priori assumption that to be a liberal 
is the final proof of intellect, he may be 
as intellectual as the good Lord permits.” 

Now, of what possible influence can 
it be for a great church leader to invite 
“a bit of red”? Unless it be of that “red” 
Jesus associated with fair weather as re- 
corded in Matthew XVI, V. 2-3: “When 
it is evening, ye say, It will be fair 
weather today: For The Sky Is Red.” 
Yes, indeed, every wide awake church- 
man, outside of liberalism, is conscious 
of the trend of which spoke Jesus in 
continuing: “Can ye not discern the 
signs of the times?” 

And brother Editor, what may these 
signs hold for your Presbyterian and my 
Methodist church, for the Baptists, the 





Congregationalists, and others of Chris- 
tendom, “Like a mighty army.” Under 
this caption, your three-score-year-old 
contemporary (Christian Herald, March) 
brings an editorial letter all Christians 
might read with great profit to their 
spirits. Dr. Poling mentions some critic 
rejecting both the idea of an oncoming 
revival in churches, as also the ideal 
of same, saying: : 

“Those who would dare to differ with 
the critic were left rather definitely 
without the gate of the city of religious 
intellectuals. Well, John Wesley was 
left there too!” 

And I suppose the small group of 
Methodist Conference men are too. 

—Carl F. Keck, 
Milwaukee. 





PRELUDE A PART OF THE SERVICE 
Editor, Church Management: 


I happened to pick up a copy of 
Church Management, the current issue, 
in the Library of Union Theological 
Seminary this morning. Your article on 
choosing an organ attracted my notice, 
as I am now finishing my work for the 
Master of Sacred Music degree given 
here at Union. 

To sum up in one sentence my reaction 
to your article, I would say that it is the 
sanest, most businesslike approach to 
the question that it has ever been my 


| fortune to see in print. 


I look upon Church Music as a calling 
second only to the ministry itself, and 
as such I feel it is worthy of the best 
possible support. 

Your comment on the value of the 
Prelude is very fine. You might be in- 
terested to know that in the Church 
where I now work the Prelude is a defin- 
ite part of the service. At the beginning 
the minister enters the pulpit and sits 
there during the playing. Also the Post- 
lude is treated more as a response to the 
Benedicticn, and when that is over the 
congregation begins its usual post-serv- 
ice conversations, not covered up by a 
noise from the organ. 

New York City. 
—William’ O. Tufts, 





LACK OF LOYALTY GAINS NOTHING 

Membership or participation in any- 
thing should be synonymous with loyalty 
to that thing. Lukewarm interest and 
half support gain nothing for either or- 
ganization or member, and often cost 
both a great deal. Let us hit the ball 
in life’s activities for a home run, or let 
some one else do the batting while we 
keep out of their way. It is hard to be- 
lieve any one has much use for the man 
who has not learned the lesson of loy- 
alty. 

—Selected 


AT %4 THE PRICE 


A genuine two-manual and 
pedal organ is available 
for one-half the price of 
imitations. Investigate both 
—we want you to appre- 
ciate the superiority of the 
WICKS. 


Booklet on request 


WICKS ORGAN CO. 


Dept.C.M. HIGHLAND, ILL. 








From $975 
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Conducted by Raymond W. Albright 

















Early American Religious 


Reference Books 


in the lives of those who founded 

our early American institutions, even 
our nation, is universally accepted. Many 
volumes with religious interest and pre- 
vailing religious themes came from those 
earliest American presses. Within the 
past few weeks several early volumes of 
encyclopedic nature have come into my 
collection. 
New York Unconstitutional 

The most unusual of these volumes is 
entitled, A Concise View of the Principal 
Religious Denominations in the United 
States of America. This volume came 
from the press of John Cline in Phila- 
delphia in 1811. It is done completely 
in leather with a decorated spine and 
unusually protruding edges and has 
marbled end papers. The first half of 
the 324 pages tells a brief story of scores 
of religious sects and Christian denom- 
inations. The Methodists are most fully 
treated with quotations from the Wes- 
leys and a table of statistics. 

However, the real purpose of Thomas 
Branagan in publishing this book is 
contained in the latter half of the vol- 
ume, where he leaves his analysis of 
sects and proceeds to illuminate his 
readers on the subject barely hinted in 
his subtitle. 


“The whole intended as a blessing 
and a benediction to the rising genera- 
tion, by exhibiting the beauty and ex- 
cellency of Christian moderation; con- 
trasted with the deformity and destruc- 
tive consequences of a spirit of bigotry 
and intolerance.” 

Mr. Branagan deplores the act of the 


Common Council of New York City on 
Aug. 6, 1810, forbidding preaching in 
public parks. accuses the New York 
authorities of unconstitutional action in 
the arrest of one John Edwards for such 
preaching. The volume is very rare 
and is a first edition, pages 323 and 324 
being bound before the pages 321 and 
322. Never have I seen another copy and 
there is none in the excellent collections 
of the Library of the City of New York. 
Buck’s Dictionary 

Another fine piece recently acquired, is 
the second American edition of Charles 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary, printed in 
Philadelphia by Edwin T. Scott in 1823. 
This quarto leather volume of almost 


T= high place of religious interest 





six hundred pages of finely printed 
double columns was the hand book of 
colonial preachers of several generations. 
It also gives a considerable consideration 
to the religious sects in the country at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century. 
Religious Ceremonies 

Charles A. Goodrich, a prolific writer 
in secular and sacred history, brought 
from the press of Hutchison and Dwier 
in Hartford in 1834, a handbook on 
Religious Ceremonies and Customs or 
the forms of worship practised by the 
several nations of the known world from 
the earliest records to the present time. 
To this he also added “A Brief View of 
the Minor Sects which exist at the pres- 
ent day.” This first edition of 576 pages 
is bound in leather with a decorated 
spine and is highly embellished by 
numerous and quaint wood-cuts through- 
out the volume. Goodrich’s Pictorial 
History of America is very well known. 
Elaborate Encyclopedia 

The most elaborate of these early 
American handbooks on religion which 
has come to my attention is the En- 
cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge or 
Dictionary of the Bible, Theology, 
Religious Biography, All Religions, Ec- 
clesiastical History and Missions — an 
Impartial Account of the Principal 
Christian Denominations. The work is 
edited by J. Newton Brown and B. B. 
Edwards. Joseph Steel and Co. of Brat- 
tleboro, Vermont, published the work. 
There are almost 1300 large folio pages 
profusely illustrated and bound in 
decorated leather. This work was printed 
in 1850 and mentions other similar pub- 
lications which appeared before that 
date, including Calmet’s and Brown’s 
Dictionaries of the Bible, Abbott’s 
Scripture Natural History, Well’s Geog- 
raphy of the Bible and Jones’ Bio- 
graphical Dictionary. 
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Preserve your books. Nothing is so 
important in retaining values for good 
books as the preservation of their con- 
dition. Leather books may be best pre- 
served by feeding the leather twice a 
year. Libraries collecting rare books fre- 
quently use lanolin and neatsfoot oil, 
50% of each. Rub the books gently 
with a small amount of this solution 
once in six months. 
Two Collector’s Items 

Random House has just published the 
newest of Nathalia Crane’s poems under 
the title, Swear by Night, at $1.50. 
Louis Untermeyer writes an introduction 
to the book. Miss Crane attained fame 
with her first publication, The Janitor’s 
Boy, when she was only ten and a half 
years old. After that followed, Lava 
Jane, The Singing Crow, Venus Invisible, 
and then An Alien from Heaven. Dur- 
ing her four years at Barnard College, 
Miss Crane wrote nothing. Her sponsors 
in college offered to give her her educa- 
tion and a trip to Europe if she pub- 
lished nothing in college. Now at twenty- 
two comes, Swear by Night, her most 
mature and her best work. 

La * x 

Lloyd Emerson Siberell brought out his 
“Bibliography of the First Editions of 
John Cowper Powys,” on October 8, 
1934, to celebrate the 62nd birthday of 
Mr. Powys. The work was designed by 
Paul Johnston, former editor of The 
Book Collectors Packet, and author of 
Biblio-typographica. The title page is 
hand set and the frontispiece printed 
by Mr. Johnston. E. L. Hildreth & Co., 
Brattleboro, Vermont, composed the work 
in Old Style No. 7 Linotype. This is the 
only authorized bibliography of Powys’ 
works and contains an introduction from 
his hand. Only 320 of 350 copies are for 
sale and the price is $3.50. Ailanthus 
Press, Cincinnati, are the publishers. 


FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 

(1) J. A. Fabricio—Physico Theologie 
oder Natur Leitung zu Gott, Hamburg, 
1741 Quarto, pig, over 1200 pps. Very 
rare, $20.00. (2) Matthew Henry— 
A Method for Prayer, Morristown, N. J. 
1818. Original leather binding perfect. 
203 pps. $6.00. R. W. Albright, 1524 
Palm Ave., Reading, Pa. 





Money is but a tool to use, 
for good or ill, according to 
the ideals and the skill of the 
artist who holds the tool. 


—Robert Cashman 

















UTOGRAPHS, DOCUMENTS, MANU: 
LA AMERI 


MERION STATION, PA. 





SCRIPTS OF AMERICANS OF ALL TIMES or RE- | 
TING TO CA, HISTORICAL AND LITERARY, purchased for immediate cash. 
Fine Single pieces as well as Collections. | 


Also accumulations of such material in large quantities. 
WANT LIST ON REQUEST 
THE AMERICAN AUTOGRAPH 


| 
SHOP | 
; U.S.A. 
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ae, Pes 


Size 7¥2 x 5% 
Bound in 


EACHER'S self pronouncing. 
inches. Printed on India paper. 


lapping covers, red under gold edges. Contains a 
concordance. Yet, it is but one inch thick and 
weighs but fifteen ounces. 


Here is a Bible for which you would normally pay 
five dollars or more. 








[N the end of the sabbath, as it began 
to dawn toward the first day of the week, 
came Ma’ry Mag-da-lé’ne, and the other 
Ma’ry, to see the sepulchre. 


A beautiful Book 


Note Actual Type Size i 











Easter Bible Offer 


genuine French Morocco, pin grained, over- | 


THIS TABLE HELPS THE DINING 
ROOM 

This pedestal table comes nearer an- 
swering the dreams of the church worker 
than any we have seen. It is light and 
strong. It folds into very small space. 
It eliminates the horses which are both 
unsightly and hard on the shins. Each 
table seats a dozen people. It is at- 
tractive to look at. And it is not ex- 
pensive. 





The illustration shows the construction 
of the table, one of the prime features 
being that it will not tip. The pedestal 
legs fold up flat against the bottom so 


| that when it is stored it requires a space 
| of but 2% inches. It is a beautifully con- 


structed article. The top is redwood or 


| western fir plywood with the top pro- 


tected against splitting. A two and one 


| half inch apron goes around the table 


For a limited time we are offering this Bible, boxed and postpaid ata | 


cash price of $2.25. One dozen copies $25.00. 
* 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. 


Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 
































Be Assured... 


To aid the pastor in his ministry 
to those who mourn. 


F beauty can comfort, this little book, "BE ASSURED,” has a 
message. In size it is sixteen pdges and covers. It is printed 
on a heavy, cream colored rag paper, cut with deckled edges. 
The pages carry Bible selections, illustrations, verses and 
snatches of Christian philosophy selected to comfort and build 
faith. If one of these is sent the mourning family following the 
funeral, your ministry will be strongly supplemented. 

And best of all, it is to be distributed at a price that the 


preacher can pay. 


Prices 
Single copy in mailing envelope........ 20c 
Six copies with mailing envelopes...... $1.00 
* 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. 


Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 




















giving the appearance of weight and fur- 
nishing the recess for the folding legs. 
The weight of each table is but sixty 
pounds. 

* * * 

An investment in these tables will pay 
dividends from the first church dinner 
at which they are used. Certainly the 
ladies of your church, who have strug- 
gled with the old home made tables and 
saw-horses are entitled to a break. Show 


| them this article. 





LOVE THAT TRANSFORMS 

When I was in India, I saw a large 
group of those miserable folk known as 
“the Untouchables.” Mr. Gandhi has 
tried to awaken India to their sad 
plight. Without caste they are forbidden 
the use of the drinking places, they can- 
not come into the places of worship or 
enter the shops. They live in miserable 


| mud huts, and their food is often the 


meat of dead cattle thrown out to rot. 

At a baptismal service a number of 
these Untouchables were being taken 
into the Christian fellowship. They went 
down into the water with their Untouch- 
able names—‘“Misery,”’ “Shame,” “Ugly,” 
“Despised,” for such are the names these 
people give their children. They came 
up out of the water with their new 
Christian names—‘“Joy,” “Hope,” 
“Truth,” “John,” “Mary,” for such are 
the names they take on entering the 
Christian faith. I journeyed with a 
young man born into one of these Un- 
touchable families. He had just gradu- 
ated with honors from a Christian col- 
lege and was on his way to America for 
graduate work. Who, looking on such 
transformation wrought through the 
spirit of Christ, can doubt that power 
is present in our midst and that that 
power is Love? For a countless host the 
best word we can use to express just 
what that Love means in our lives is 
“Jesus.” 

Sidney A. Weston and S. Ralph Har- 


| low in Social and Religious Problems of 
| Young People; The Abingdon Press. 
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Let the President Speak 


D. Roosevelt, nominee for the Presidency 

made his famous “You want beer and your 
candidate wants beer” speech. Much water has 
gone over the dam and much liquor has passed 
through trade channels since that day. America 
has experienced momentous months. Mr. Roose- 
velt with surprising energy and tenacious vision 
has hoped and dared much in social reform and 
human progress. 


Under the leadership of the president the Fed- 
eral government has repeatedly stepped, some 
times constitutionally and some times unconstitu- 
tionally, into the rights of the various states. No 
federal administration has done more to challenge 
the old concept of “states rights.”’ In trade, public 
utilities, relief and labor legislation we have seen 
these encroachments. In many instances we have 
favored the position of the president. 


One thing we cannot understand. While it has 
seemed to be the policy of the present administra- 
tion to place human rights first and states right 
second why has Mr. Roosevelt been so silent on 
the liquor question? He has been strangely con- 
sistent on this point. He must have a knowledge 
of the return of the saloon and the increase in 
drinking. The figures of highway accidents surely 
are available to him. The reports of social 
agencies alarmed by the increase of alcoholism are 
his for the asking. He knows, of course, of the 
failure of state legislatures and local law enforce- 
ment agencies to provide adequate control over 
liquor and drinking. Yet on this point he is silent. 
Time and time again, he has faced the radio to 
speak to the American people. To my knowledge 
he has said nothing, in any of these addresses, re- 
garding the liquor traffic. 


Another Democratic convention is in the offing. 
Again Franklin D. Roosevelt will be a candidate 
for the presidency. Here is a chance for him to 
redeem himself on this issue. Will he not openly 
come out and state that it is his personal convic- 
tion that the Federal government must concern 
itself in this mighty industry which feeds upon the 
character of men and women, boys and girls. 


There are many friends of Mr. Roosevelt among 
the ministers. They have believed and still believe 
in the man and in his work. But they wonder why 
he is silent on this one thing. Why? What force 
has silenced his golden voice when it comes to 
liquor. It cannot be personal taste alone. We have 
had other statesmen who have curbed their per- 
sonal desires for the public good. 


Here is a mighty social issue. Here is an en- 
trenched business which seeks to destroy physical 
and moral manhood and womanhood. Here is a 
problem which society recognizes. It is a real 
thing. The President cannot keep silent forever. 


Mr. President can’t you now break your silence 


Nb. ko. four years have passed since Franklin 


and give millions of people some hope that your ad- 
ministration will attempt to control, regulate or 


prohibit booze? 


Can Churches Liquidate their 
Capitalistic Holdings? 


tain readers which came as an aftermath of the 

publication of the article, “The Churches Can’t 
Go Red.” I am writing not as an exponent of the 
idea that the churches should liquidate their capi- 
talistic holding. Instead, I am presenting the 
proposition that it can be done if they really desire 
to do so. I do not think that it is as difficult as 
many would have you believe. 

The churches are very fortunately situated. 
They can be economically self sufficient in a capi- 
talistic society if they wish to do so. I do not 
know how much the various boards, colleges and 
other religious institutions hold in various stocks 
and bonds. It would run into many millions. It 
would be interesting to have such a compilation 
made. The Federal Census, while it gives figures 
on church buildings and indebtednesses, ignores en- 
tirely these investments of the churches. 

According to the 1926 census the church build- 
ings in America were worth $3,839,500,610.00. 
The debt on the church buildings was reported as 
$432,549,158.00. This figure includes only church 
edifices and does not include colleges, hospitals and 
other institutions, with mortgages, which may be 
church controlled and owned. 

This indebtedness is held either by banks or in- 
dividuals. The local churches pay, or are supposed 
to pay, interest at the prevailing rates. 

There you have a field for investing more than 
four hundred millions of dollars in church build- 
ings which is open to the various boards and 
church institutions. A gradual liquidation of 
capitalistic holding and a placing of the money in 
churches, parsonages, rectories and schools would 
not destroy any of the church agencies. In addi- 
tion it would be of immense help to local churches 
in the present financial emergency. Given a period 
of five years the entire capitalistic holdings of the 
boards could be liquidated in this way with very 
little loss and place the churches beyond criticism 
of profiting by the capitalistic system which many 
profess to hate and distrust. 

The fly in the ointment is simply this: the keen- 
minded men who place the investments for the 
boards tell me that mortgages on churches and par- 
sonages do not qualify with the high standards 
which they require of their investments. That 
probably is true. But it leads to another moral 
dilemma. 

If it is true that church mortgages cannot comply 
with the investment requirements of the boards 
just how honest is the local church which goes to 


T tain is written in answer to a challenge of cer- 
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the bank, the local capitalistic institution, and asks 
for a loan with a mortgage as security. Should not 
the committee say frankly to the bank, “Our own 
church boards will not take this risk so we come 
to you.” It seems to this writer that any church 
which does not believe enough in its own local 
units to consider them good financial risk for the 
investment of the denominational money is mor- 
ally estopped from asking any other institution to 
take the undesirable risk. 


Of course four hundred millions may not be a 
big enough field to absorb the capitalistic holdings 
of the churches. It looks like a lot of money to me. 
Any way it is a good place to start. But I do not 
imagine that there will be a wild rush to start this 
program. Churches will probably continue to con- 
demn the profit system and the capitalistic order 
but at the same time will pay skilled men to put 
their own savings in the best type of capitalistic 
securities which are available. 


A Revised Goodwin Plan 


now on the way a new Goodwin plan “minus 

the headaches.” Most of our readers have 
not forgotten the basic idea back of the Goodwin 
Plan. It was to have the churches act as adver- 
tising agents or “broadcasters” to introduce vari- 
ous commodities into the homes of the parish. All 
of the coupons on the packages were to be saved 
and, from these, the churches received a commis- 
sion for the work done. 


Two objections were launched against the plan. 
One was that it was an unjust business boycott of 
the manufacturers and business houses which did 
not participate in the advertising scheme. The sec- 
ond, based on the Christian conception of steward- 


re to Sales Management there is 
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ship, was that any idea of financing the church by 
sales, bazaars, raffles or other commercial scheme 
is fundamentally unsound. These two attacks 
quieted the Goodwin Plan. I noticed some days ago 
that the office equipment has been sold by the 
liquidator for $30,000.00. That will give you an 
idea of the expansiveness of the corporation which 
sponsored this plan. 


Now, according to Sales Management comes the 
revised plan—one without the headaches. The 
plan, as I read it, seems to have eliminated the 
headaches so far as the manufacturers are con- 
cerned but it does not meet the objection of the 
churches. It requires no investment on the part of 
the manufacturers. The churches save the tops 
of the cartons of the products. These are sent 
to the Manufacturers Church Aid Association. 
This organization sends them on to the manufac- 
turer. The manufacturer then sends his check to 
the M.C.A.A. This organization takes out one- 
third and sends the balance on to the church. It is 
simple for the manufacturer and simple for the 
M.C.A.A. 

We can’t see, however, that the plan takes the 
headache from the churches. It is still a sales 
scheme in which the church departs from the prin- 
ciples of Christian stewardship to sell soap, tooth 
powder, hair tonic, floor polish and other items to 
its members. The preacher will receive his pay 
from the commissions on this sale. 


The issue for the churches is clear. Shall we ad- 
mit that we are defunct in Christian stewardship 
and decide to become agents for commercial arti- 
cles for a commission or shall we insist that the 
churches shall be maintained and _ supported 
through the free will contributions of its mem- 
bers. Any thing less than this latter is offensive 
to Church Management. Time alone will tell 
whether the churches share this opinion. 








Corporate Evangelism 


and particularly the church officers, a 
new conception of their tasks and their 
possibilities. 


One evening can be spent with the his- 











T is a long way from the traditional 
| mass evangelism or the more recent 

visitation evangelism to this new 
“corporate evangelism.” It is held in 
one of the smaller reception rooms of 
the church. A group of forty to forty- 
five people are present. Some are trus- 
tees, some elders, the president of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society is present, as also is 
the superintendent of the Sunday school. 
Other church societies are represented. 

In this instance it is the Editor of 
Church Management who is the evan- 
gelist. He stands in front of a black- 
board. He is discussing the purpose, 
program and organization of the church. 
With figures and diagrams he em- 
phasizes his talk as he goes along. It 
is rather an informal _ presentation, 
punctuated with wit and common sense. 
Those present feel free to ask questions 
when the point is not understood or 





questioned. The leader feels free to ask 
questions of the group at any time. 


“Show me just where, in this diagram, 
you feel that the men’s class should go,” 
he says to the leader of that class. 
There is the usual difficulty of trying to 
place it. Eventually it gets into its right 
place as a part of the school which is a 
functioning part of the church. One 
thing has been skillfully done. All are 
sure that each organization must fit into 
the church program rather than being 
a self-sufficient entity. 


This is not the evangelism which ap- 
peals for conversion. Instead, is it that 
which sells the idea of the church and 
the program of the church to those who 
are supposed to control its program and 
its destiny. Tied up with a pulpit pres- 
entation on the Sunday before five 
nights of this kind of schooling in church 
statesmanship gives the average church, 


toric growth of church organization be- 
ginning with the apostolic church. An- 
other can be devoted to church finance. 
A third to the unification of the church 
program. And so on. Each of these 
discussions lead to a new appreciation of 
the resources of the local church. 


Dozens of communities in which the 
Editor of Church Management has 
worked testify to the effectiveness of 
this kind of presentation. It is suitable 
for a single church of average size or for 
a group of churches. In a group ap- 
pearance the historic backgrounds of 
each fellowship is brought out, creating 
a Christian community understanding. 
Present day church problems require 
that we start at the root of the trouble 
which usually is to be found with the 
vision of the church and its program. 
“Corporate evangelism” starts right here. 
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The Market Place for Men, Ideas, Church Supplies and Service 





Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department: 
Five cents per word; minimum charge, 75 cents 
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Forms close 5th of month preceding 
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Anniversary Programs Wanted. We are hav- 
ing many requests to help churches plan cen- 
tennial and anniversary programs. If your 
church has held such a celebration will you 
send us samples of the printed matter used? 
This, in turn, will be forwarded to churches 
which request such information. Church Man- 
agement, Auditorium Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 





Marriage and Sexual Harmony, by Oliver M. 
Butterfield. Sound, simple, practical, definite 
and detailed information about the sex rela- 
tionship in marriage. A valuable booklet to 
place in the hands of youth contemplating mar- 
riage. Recommended by doctors, ministers and 
educators. Fifty cents, postpaid. Church 
World Press, Inc., Auditorium Bldg., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 





“The World’s Greatest Passion Play,” depict- 
ing the entire Story of the life of CHRIST. 
This Crowning Achievement is more elaborate 
than the OBERAMMERGAU Stage Play, com- 
plete story in 5 reels. (NEW) 16 MM. Safety 
Film. Religious! Soul-Stirring! Heart-Reaching! 
Rent or Purchase. Write—Hemenway Film Co., 
37 Church St., Boston, Mass. 





Stereopticon Slides: Sermons — Lectures — 
Stories! Seeking the Lost; Prodigal Son; What 
Think Ye of Christ? Yellowstone Park; David 
Livingstone; Abraham Lincoln; Ben Hur; Other 
Wise Man; In His Steps; Sign of the Cross; 
Her Mother’s Bible; One of His Jewels; Pilgrim’s 
Progress; Passion Play; Boy Scouts; Esther; The 
Man Without a Country. Any song you desire. 
Slides made to order. Christmas and Easter 
specials. Postal card brings complete list 
Standard Slide Bureau, Oberlin, Ohio. 





Marriage Certificates — Wedding Books. 
Samples sent for examination. Ask for special 
introductory proposition. You will be delighted, 
and can have it for the price of a Post Card. 
Paragon Publishing Co., Lexington Kentucky. 


Lecture Sets for Sale—Religious 
and Travel. Send for list. Bargains. Also 
Balopticon. E. A. Miller, 45 Division Street, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. , 


Stereopticon 





Jordan’s Waters. For Easter Baptisms. Im- 
ported from Palestine. 4 oz. bottle, one dollar. 
Rev. Paul Malefyt, Route 58, Schenectady, N. Y. 





Was Jesus Crucified on Good Friday? Send 
25c for book. The E. A. Miller Press, 45 Di- 
vision Avenue, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 





“Thought you might like to know the 
result of my ‘Ad’ in your last issue. Sold 
the outfit listed for cash and have already 
had to turn down three other applicants. 
Yes, it pays to advertise.’’ Signed, Verne 
Giere. (649 W. 113th St., Chicago, Ill.) 














For Sale: Dissolving Stereopticon, high-grade 
Beseler, thirteen inch focus, thousand watt 
lamps, sixty dollars. Also single lantern, twenty 
dollars. W. S. Rowe, 12002 Miles Avenue, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 





Brighten your sermons with poetic illustra- 
tions. Clip sheet service. Clip sheet No. 1, 
“Poems on Jesus Christ.’’ 25c (silver). Lake 
Erie Press, 2130 Belle Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio. 





How to Get a Church. The technique of can- 
didating. 25c (silver). Lake Erie Press, 2130 
Belle Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio. 





Church can use discarded 
Write Joe French, Ocean 


Wanted: Mission 
hymnals to advantage. 
View, Virginia. 











| Church Workers’ Exchange | 








Vacation Churth School Notes by Mrs. Louise 
M. Oglevee. Mimeographed copies of the pro- 
gram used in South Park Church, Rock Island, 
Ill. General plans, outlines for each depart- 
ment, simple assembly worship programs, pic- 
ture-story study of the Bible as a whole. Post- 
paid 50c. 


A.B., B.D., standing nine 
is available for new 


Baptist Minister, 
years experience, age 31, 
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After the Manner of an Old Mystery Play 


Characters: 


FIRST EPISODE 
The Chronicler 
Jeru : 
Nathan | pons 
Judas 


SECOND EPISODE 


Peter 
John 
A Girl 
A Man 


THIRD EPISODE 
Pilate 

Procula 

Caiaphas 

Annas 


A Vested Choir 
An Organist 


Somewhere in the dimming auditorium 
an organ is playing. It is dark for a 
moment. Then a light picks out a figure 
in white standing, scroll in hand, in 
front of the curtain. The organ con- 
tinues softly. The figure reads— 


Chronicler 


A cross, a crowd, a darkening sky; 
Shadows on the ground. 

Swords, laughter, hammering, 
Screams silence. 





A cry, commands, and laughter, 

Dull thud of sticks against the ground; 
A prayer. 

Deep shadows over Olivet. 

Blood, pain, and darkness, 

Over Olivet. 


Great cries, and over them 
A Voice. 

Silence and night 

On Olivet. 


Beyond——long streets and fear, 
Great fear beyond. 

Bowed figures, weeping; 

Eyes straining through the dark, 
No light, no light, 

Only dead wood against the sky. 


A trumpet——. Screams and fear, 
Great fear beyond. 
On Olivet a cross. 


Someone cried, “If!” 
And all was still. 


(The figure disappears. The organ 
is silent. The curtain is drawn. 
We see the suggestion-of a street 
in Jerusalem flanked by a few 
shrubs and measured by a low wall 
at back. There is a well nearby. 
Two temple priests are discovered) . 


Jeru 
Here comes this fellow Judas now. 


; Nathan 


Shall we approach him openly with this 
matter? 


Jeru 
Aye, of a truth. Art thou afraid? 


Nathan 


Nay, Jeru. But it were better, per- 
chance, to work the thing with cunning. 


Jeru 
Only attend, my good Nathan. The 
sound of coins is all men need to make 
them slaves. 


(Judas enters) 
Ah, Judas, peace to thee. 


Judas 
Is it peace? 


Nathan 
In truth, my friend. 


Judas 


Ye call me Judas and friend. "Twas only 
yesterday ye sought him whom I love. 


Jeru (always suave) 
Thou meanest—Jesus? 


Judas 
Aye. 


Jeru (smiling) 
Did’st say thou loved him, Judas? 


Judas 
So would ye also, if ye followed him. 
He is the Christ. 
(he crosses) 
I must be on my way. 


Jeru 


Come, come, Judas. Thou need’st not 
fear to speak thy other mind. 


Judas 
My other mind? 


Nathan 
About this Nazarene. 


Judas 


I have no other mind about him. He is 
my Master. He hath chosen me to fol- 
low him. These many years I have 
learned of him. (suddenly) What would 
ye, Rabbis? 


Jeru 


Judas, what hath it profited thee to fol- 
low him? 


*While there are twelve characters in this 
play it really has three episodes with three 
characters in the first and four in each of the 
succeeding episodes. The Chronicler appears in 
each. The purchase of five copies will. carry 
with it all rights of production. Copies are 
available at 20c each. Guild of Inspirational 





Drama, 404 Auditorium Building, Cleveland, O. 


By Marcus L. Bach 


Judas 
I have seen God. 


Nathan 
Thou can’st not even claim possessions, 
my friend. Thy money-bag is barren 
we've been told. 


Jeru 
Nathan speaketh in truth. Where’er 
this fellow hath gone there poverty hath 
set itself. (He gets around to intercept 
Judas’ exit) 


Nathan 
Yet doth he say he is a King! 


Jeru 
His honeyed words have taught the peo- 
ple saying, “Take no thought of the mor- 
row—the lilies of the field toil not nor 


spin.” Thou art above such prattle, 
Judas. (He holds up a money bag and 
clanks it) 


This—this is the peoples’ God! 


Judas 


I’ve asked thee once, Rabbi, what thou 
would’st have of me. If this be all, pray 
let me pass on. 


Nathan (with a smile) 
Judas— 


Jeru 


Judas, this man hath called himself a 
King. He seeks to ruin our trade. He 
utters blasphemy. He calls himself 
Messias. 


Judas 
He is Messias! 


Nathan 
My good friend— 


Jeru 


The city and the synagogue are set 
against him. His days are few. Deliver 
him to us and we will pay thee well. 
Thy name shall be exalted over men’s! 


Nathan 
The name of Judas Iscariot! 


Judas 


Ye stand here Rabbis and ask me give 
the Christ into your hands! 


Jeru 
Not give him, Judas, nay. We'd buy him 
of thee. 


Nathan 
Name a price, Jeru. 


Jeru 


For thirty silver pieces at the very least, 
Judas. 


Judas 
Ye ask this of me— 
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Jeru 
Because thou hast wisdom. Thou hast 
disputed with him, we’ve heard. 


Nathan 
The day the woman anointed his head 
with ointment— 


Jeru 
He rebuked thee then, Judas— 


Judas 
Stop! Am I a traitor in your eyes that 
ye should dare ask me betray my Lord! 


Jeru 
Come, Judas, cast off thy mask and let 
us see thy other self. 


Nathan 
For these thirty pieces. (Jeru holds up 
the bag) 


Judas (knocking the bag from his 
hand) 

Ye sons of perdition! I will not barter 
for my Lord! Ye seek his life, well, then, 
yell find me at his side to die for him 
if there be need. I am his own, body, 
soul, and might! Ye beasts of Sheol! 
Back to your synagogues! I go unto my 
Lord! (he storms past Jeru and exits) 


Jeru (calling after him) 
Look to thyself, thou fool! 


Nathan 
We'll teach thee curse the synagogue! 


Jeru 


Expect no mercy for thyself nor for this 
blasphemer! 


Nathan 


Pick up thy money, Jeru. These men are 
all alike. They’ll not deny the Nazarene. 


Jeru (recovering the bag) 


There'll be one among them somewhere 
—faithless. 


Nathan 


We shall not snatch him from such 
faithful followers. This Judas, we were 
told, was one who might betray. None 
will betray him, Jeru. We do not find 
such loyalty among our men. Might he 
be Messias? 


(Jeru looks at him questioningly. 
They move off as the curtain is 
drawn) 


(The organ plays. After some 
time the figure of the Chronicler 
appears). 
Chronicler \ 
If Judas, when the moment came 
Wherein a quiet word 
Sought courtship in the eyes of men 
And bade him sell his Lord— 


If in the moment he had willed 

As we have let you see, 

Life might not have its crown of thorns, 
Nor death its Calvary. 


In imagery we seek to tell 

The tale of “might have been.” 

Too well we know what history writes 
Into the Judas scene. 


* * * 


(The Chronicler disappears. Or- 
gan continues a moment. The cur- 


tains are opened and again we see 
the previous scene. The two 
priests are there and soon Judas— 
the same in appearance but 
strangely different in character— 
enters as before). 


Jeru 
Peace to thee, Judas of Iscariot. 


Nathan 
Hail, friend Judas. 


Judas 
Peace to thee, Rabbis. 


Nathan 
Thou has kept thy appointment well, 
Judas. 


Judas 
Ye would speak to me of the Christ? 


Jeru 


Of him who calleth himself the Christ, 
aye. 


Nathan 


As we know thee to be a man of under- 
standing, my good Judas, we would have 
thee lead us to him. 


Judas 


It is no small matter, Rabbi, for thy 
purpose. He is never alone. 


Jeru 


I have struck on a plan, my friend. At 
night when he prayeth in the garden— 
Gethsemane, thou hast said—we shall 
gather some soldiers about us and take 
him speedily. 


Nathan 


How shall we know which is he, Jeru, 
since it will be— 


Jeru 


That is where our good friend will serve. 
Thou wilt kiss him, Judas, and we shall 
know which is the Nazarene. 


Judas 
Betray my master with a kiss? 


Jeru 
A simpler plan could scarce be devised. 


Judas 


I hesitate, Rabbi. There is no doubt that 
he is a prophet of some kind. Elias, 
perchance. ..... 


Jeru 


Nay, Judas my friend, he is a blas- 
phemer. He setteth himself up as God. 
He defiled the synagogue. He draweth 
the people unto himself. 


Judas 
It is no small thing to betray a friend. 


Nathan 
Thou shalt be paid. 


Judas 
With what? With promise of reward? 


Jeru 
With silver. (He holds up the bag). See, 
Judas, here are thirty pieces. More than 
thou hast earned since thou became his 
blinded follower. Take it, my friend. 
(he presses it into Judas’ hands) 





Judas 
’Tis silver indeed. 


Nathan 
And a goodly sum for a kiss! 


Jeru 
Thou need’st do no more. Deliver him 
to us with a kiss and go thy way in 
peace. 


Nathan 
Know, too, thou hast performed a favor 
to the Sanhedrin which shall not be for- 
gotten. 


Judas 
I'll do it. ‘But hearken, let no man know 
until the task is done. Then—then I’ll 
take my leave—in peace, as thou hast 
affirmed. 


- Jeru 
Well said. Give me thy hand on it. 


Judas (giving his hand) 


But—. It is strange that I, whom he 
trusts— 


Jeru 
Think not on it. 


Nathan 


When thou feelest strange clasp thy 
fingers tighter on the bag, Judas. 


Judas 


Men always fear when money’s gotten 
easily. 


Nathan 
Well said. 


Jeru 


And what is easier than a kiss in Geth- 
semane—at night? 


Judas (opening the bag) 
Art sure there are thirty pieces, Rabbi? 


Jeru (to Nathan, laughing) 


A shrewd fellow—. (to Judas) See for 
thyself. 


(As Judas puts his hand into the 
bag the curtain is drawn. The or- 
gan plays. After some time the 
Chronicler appears). 


Chronicler 


Still stands the cross. 

It does not say, 

“Behold he bled, 

Behold he suffered, 

Agonized and died!” 

“Behold he loved!” 

Naked and tall against the sky, 
It is a tree 

Growing to God! 


It does not say, 

“Will you not come 

Because ‘twas here he hung? 
Here on this hill 

He thirsted, wept; 

Here on this hill 

He died.” 


“Will you not love, 

Because he loved!” 

Poor children! 

Here you have placed two sticks, 
On which to nail an immortal Soul! 








Here in the ground, 

Brittle with rust, 

Dissolving into earth, 

Four nails— 

With these you hoped to crucify 
God. 


Nothing remains 

Of that black, weathered scroll 

Above whose hurried hand, 

He scowled who said, 

“What I have written, I have written!” 
Nothing remains 

Save one unfading word 

Which still says, 

“King!” 


(As the Chronicler disappears and 
the organ fades out, the curtains 
are drawn and we see a shadowed 
place. A gate leads off into dark- 
ness. A group of men is gathered 
around a fire at right. At the gate 
we see a Girl with a lantern. The 
disciples John and Peter enter and 
stop at extreme left). 


John 
Within is the court of the high priest. 


Peter 
Annas? 


John 
Yea. Here they have brought our 
Master. Here they will prepare him for 
trial. 


Peter 
A few moments ago we watched them 
take him captive. I tell thee, John, even 
though he said, “Put up your swords!” 
we should have defended him. 


John 
It is not that defense he needs. Do you 
see those men? They are saying, “We 
thought he might have been Méessias. 
But he has been taken prisoner like any 
man—betrayed by one of his own fol- 
lowers. Were he indeed the Christ, some 
friends would this hour be at his side.” 


Peter 
I know. I followed from afar. 


John 
Yea, Peter. It was you who once said, 
“Though all forsake him, I will never- 
more forsake him!” 


Peter 


Let us now go in to him. Who is that 
maid looking toward us? 


John 
She keeps watch at the door for Annas, 
the priest. (they cross) 


Peter (to the Girl) 
This is where they have brought Jesus 
of Nazareth? 
The Girl 
Who are you? 
John 
We would see him. 
The Girl 
Are you known of the high priest? 
John 
I know him. 


Peter 


We are known of the Nazarene. 
(the men at the fire turn toward them) 
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The Girl 


You? 
(she lifts the lantern to their faces) 


Peter 
We are of his disciples! 


The Girl 
Then you are the first to come and testi- 
fy for him. 


Peter (to the men) 
Will you not come also? 


A Man 
I remember seeing you with him in the 
garden. 


Peter 


I fled from him! But recalling my pro- 
mise I have returned. As you would if 
you had walked and spoken with him! 


The Girl 


Will you enter? 
(John starts to go in through the gate) 


The Man 
I did speak with him once—. 


John (hesitating) 
Then—? 


The Man 


Once I heard him speaking from a 
mount. I wondered. And those who 
were with me shook their heads. I saw 
him after that and said to him, “Are you 
he that should come?” 


Peter 
What then? 


The Man 
He only smiled. 


Peter 
Nothing more? He said nothing? 


The Man 

“You shall know,” he said, “by those who 
follow me.” I would always go to hear 
him when he came to the countryside. 
Sometimes I was sure he was the 
Prophet. Tonight I am more in doubt 
than ever. He is a prisoner. We heard 
he was alone and that those he called 
had dispersed. We came here, but we 
have feared to enter. 


Peter (emphatically) 
Then fear no longer! 


The Man 
There may be danger. 


Peter 
We know! 


The Man 


We, too, may be accused and suffer his 
fate with him. 


Peter 
Come! I, too, stood and trembled! But 
shall I have rejoiced with him and not 
suffer with him! Shall I have been ex- 
alted with him and fear to be debased! 
Come! We go in to his defense! 


The Man 


It is like that—. We wanted one to 
lead! 


Peter 


Then enter with us. Enter with me who 
said unto him when last we brake bread 


together: I will lay down my life for 
thee. 
* o ” 
(they go through the gate as the 
Girl stands aside. As they pass 
into the shadowed area the cur- 
tains are drawn. Organ music be- 
gins. After a while the Chronicler 
appears). 


Chronicler 
Not thus did Peter testify 
Within the high priest's realm 
Unchallenged was his firm resolve 
To hazard life for him. 


If—heroic strain our play allows— 
What might have been the end, 
Had Peter stood within the court 
And called the Christ his friend? 


Come, walk once more within the night, 
And enter in our scene, 

While we portray what did occur 

And not “what might have been.” 


(the Chronicler disappears. A mo- 
ment of organ melody. Then the 
curtains part on the scene as be- 
fore. Peter and John enter as 
they did previously) . 


John 
Within is the court of the high priest. 


Peter 
Do you still plan to enter? 


John 


Can we do otherwise? Is not this the 
moment of which he spoke when he said, 
“Behold the hour will come when you 
shall leave me alone?” Can he ever need 
us more than at this time? 


Peter 
There is grave danger, John. 
few, they are a great multitude. 


John 


Remember how we promised never to 
forsake him? 


We are 


Peter 
We are defenseless. 


John 


Remember how you once said, “Though 
all men leave thee, I will nevermore 
leave thee?” 


Peter 


We have laid aside our weapons at his 
command. We are powerless. 


John 
You will not go? 


Peter 
I fear. There is death in this night. 
Evil is everywhere. Brotherhood is for- 
gotten. See those men huddled together. 
Who knows what they are plotting. 
They may seek the destruction of all 
those who ever professed his name. 


John 
Do what you will, Peter. 


Peter 


It is different with you. You are known 
of Annas. They will be merciful with 
you. 
John 


I leave you then? 


Peter 
You think evil of me. 


You— 
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John 
No, Peter. 


Peter 


One must go cautiously. Even he would 
be cautious if he were in our stead. 


John 


He is in our stead, Peter. Farewell! 
(he turns to go toward the gate) 


Peter (in a barely audible whisper) 
John—. 


The Girl 
Whom do you seek? 


John 
Annas. 


The Girl 


He is soon to give counsel in the matter 
of one Jesus of Nazareth. 


John 


Therefore I seek him. I am one of his 
disciples. 


The Girl 
A disciple of Jesus? 


John 
Thou hast said. 


The Girl 


I will take you to the high priest. 
(they go) 


A Man (turning to Peter) 
Who was that? 


Peter 


He said he was a disciple of the Naza- 
rene. 


The Man 
Courageous fellow. Who knows what 
fate is in store for all who profess dis- 
cipleship. Come over here and warm 
yourself. 
(Peter comes over slowly) 

This is indeed a strange night. Great 
crowds have gone into the court. We 
were wondering how near this Galilean 
might be to the Messiaship. 


Peter 


Some say he was a teacher. 
was a prophet. 


Surely he 


The Man 
Art thou also one of his disciples? 


Peter 
Nay. 


The Man 


Look at me. Did not I see thee in the 
garden with him? 


Peter 


Many men are said to have been in the 
garden. But I was not there. 


(a moment of silence) 


The Man 
I would always go to hear him when he 
came to the countryside. Sometimes I 
was sure he was the Prophet. Tonight 
I am more in doubt than ever. He is a 
prisoner. We heard he was alone and 
that those he called had dispersed. 


(the Girl has returned) 


Peter 
They say he went about doing good. 








The Girl (coming to Peter and hold- 
ing the lantern to his face) 


Art thou also one of his disciples? 


Peter 
I am not! 


The Girl 
If you are you may enter. 
will soon begin. 


The trial 


Peter (unnerved) 
Haven’t I told you I never knew him! 


The Man 
Hold your temper, my friend! 
(after a time of silence) 


Perhaps it is well you are not his dis- 

ciples. There is a law, and by that law 

he ought to die, because some say he 

hath made himself the Son of God! 
(they stand quietly. The Girl 
goes back to the gate). 


Peter (very quietly) 
Yea. They may put him to death. 


(the Curtain is drawn. Organ up. 
Presently the Chronicler ap- 
pears). 


Chronicler 
“Forgive them, Father,” 
Cried his voice, 
“They know not what they do!” 


Forgive—forgiveness, 
Pain and death, 
And mercy still 

On Olivet. 


Part of the dusk 

The rough-cut cross— 

No shadows now, 

All darkness— 

Darkness has swallowed all. 


Silence. 

Deep silence; 

No figures, life, 
Or laughter now. 


Who loved this man? 
Who hated him? 

Love, hate, indifference, 
Lost—lost in the dark. 
Alone, 

Alone the cross 

Upon the brow 

Of Olivet. 


Quick, broken gasps, 
And moving lips 
Which frame 

No sound. 


No hand to stay the blood, 
The blood of thorns, 

And jagged spears, 

And tearing nails, 

And mortal sin! 


No hand, no word, 

No whisper and no friend 
With him 

On Olivet. 


+ * * 


(As the Chronicler disappears 
and the organ fades out the cur- 
tains are drawn and we see a 
part of Pilate’s hall of judgment. 
Pilate is seated in a chair upon 
a dais. Before him are Caiaphas 
and Annas). 


Pilate 


I have told you, Caiaphas, and you, An- 
nas, I find no fault in this man Jesus. 






Caiaphas 
If thou wert a Jew, Illustrious Roman, 
the fault would find thee. 


Pilate 
Herod has returned him to me saying he 
found no guilt in him. Why then 
should I— 


Annas 
We have tried him, Noble Pilate, and 
we have found him guilty of blas- 
phemy, of setting himself up as a king! 
A king, Pilate! We have no king but 
Caesar. 


Pilate 
Perhaps he is a king! 


Annas 
Guard thy words! 


Caiaphas 
Wilt make thyself an enemy of Caesar 
and thy people? Beware! 


Pilate 
I will caution Jesus and set him free. 


Annas 


Do this, Roman, and I swear by Jehovah 
I will report the matter to Herod. 


Caiaphas 
Outside are mobs who cry for justice. 
Thou has the power in thy hand. Give 
them this Galilean or look to thyself. 


Pilate (getting up) 


Am I a dog that you should threaten 
me? I know you temple fellows! 


Caiaphas 
And we know thee! This Jesus hath 
bewitched thee along with the rabble! 


Annas 
I tell thee he must die! Crucify him! 


Pilate 


Silence! Now hear me, priests! This 
matter has been weighed carefully. I 
have questioned this Nazarene and 
have found him humble and in fear of 
God! He has been content to suffer that 
he might show forth Jehovah’s grace— 
the grace of One whom you call your 
God. Wait! I have had witnesses who 
testified about his loyalty. No one ac- 
cuses him but those whom you have 
bribed and pressed to do your will! 
Whose throats choke with the coins you 
have thrown them to cry, “The blood of 
Jesus! Crucify him! Death to the Naza- 
rene!” Whose greedy hands you have 
taught to strangle innocence! I follow 
justice and this man is just! I will set 
him free! 


Caiaphas 
Pilate, I warn thee— 


Pilate 


Go! Carry my words to Herod and Cae- 
sar! Tell them I set the man Jesus at 
liberty. Bid them summon me before 
them if they will. Perhaps he is the 
great Messias whom you seek! 


Annas 
This day, Roman, thou hast lost Judea! 


Caiaphas 
The mob awaits! A word from us and 
they will storm the hall and wrest this 
Jesus from thy hard! 
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Pilate 
Then bid them come! In the hall be- 
hind me Jesus remains and shall remain 
protected by my arm! I, Pilate, Gover- 
nor of Judea, believe in him! And I 
have an army at my call! Let Herod, 
Caesar, and the world beware! 

(the curtain is drawn quickly. 
The organ begins. The Chro- 
nicler comes forward). 


Chronicler 
If Pilate, while in judgment throned, 
Had ordered as we've seen, 
What worlds of favor would arise 
To honor Caesar’s reign! 


His word, and history might have grown 
Upon a ground of love; 

Without the blood of Innocence 

And sacrifice of life. 


But force and fear that moment welled 
Too strong for pliant faith, 
Too strong their combat in that hour 
For self and unbelief. 
* * ~ 
(the Chronicler disappears. The 
organ fades. The curtain is 
drawn revealing the same scene. 
Pilate is there with Caiaphas 
and Annas and near him is his 
wife, Procula). 


Procula 
I beg of you, Pilate, hold no charge 
against this man Jesus. 

Pilate 
Now, Procula— 


Annas 
Is this a matter to be ordered by a 
woman, illustrious Roman? Twice this 
day thy wife hath found it fit to coun- 
sel thee. 


Pilate 
She has had a dream, friend Annas. 


Annas 
A dream? 


Procula 


A dream too real to dismiss with a 
laugh. I saw your synagogues shaken 
by a mighty quake, the veil of the tem- 
ple torn in twain! I saw a great crowd 
of people living and to live. I saw the 
dead of yesterday. And all—all of them 
reached out their hands to Pilate, my 
husband, and from them arose a great 
cry saying, “His blood on thee! His 
blood on thee!” 

(They stand awed for a mo- 

ment, she continues quietly) 


You wonder why I fear? 


Pilate 
My dear Procula— 


(he laughs) 


Annas 
What thinkest thou, Caiaphas? 
Caiaphas 
I see it clearly. If Pilate will give me 
leave to speak—yestere’en was an op- 
pressive one. ‘Tis earthquake weather. 
The dream was what one might expect. 


Procula 
No— 


Pilate 
You hear Priest Caiaphas, Procula. 


Procula 


Pilate, I beg you hear me! 
is the Christ! 


This Jesus 


Annas 
Blasphemy! 
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Caiaphas 
We had not supposed, Pilate, that this 
madness was noised about thy judgment 
halls! 

Annas 
If Herod hears of this— 


Procula 
Herod has found no fault in him! 


Caiaphas 


I abjure thee, Pilate, be turned by this 
woman and thou art no friend of Cae- 
sar’s! 


Pilate (with weak insistence) 


Hear me, Caiaphas. I'll not have Pro- 
cula rebuked. Perhaps her dream was 
true—and a warning. Perhaps this is 
the Christ, your King. 


Annas (sharply) 
We have no king but Caesar! 


Pilate 


—who knows the truth? Go, wait for 
me, Procula. I'll make quick dismissal 
of this matter. 


Procula 
God grant you wisdom, Pilate. 
goes) 

Pilate 
Now, what would you have? 


(she 


Caiaphas 
The right, Illustrious Roman, to deal 
with this Nazarene as the populace de- 
mands. 


Pilate 
By which you mean to have him cruci- 
fied. You have a strange religion, 
priests. 


Annas 
Our religion, Pilate, holds no sin so 
brutal as the sin of blasphemy. We do 
God’s will when we destroy those who 
would make themselves equal to God! 


Caiaphas 


Thou hast heard the accusations of the 
crowds. Is not the testimony of thy 
people—Caesar’s people—counsel enough? 


Pilate 
I know. 


Caiaphas 
Caesar’s people upon whose happiness 
depends thy reign .. . . Thou hast heard 
their cry. 


Annas 

Enough of this beggary, Pilate! Earlier 
today thou did’st let them choose be- 
tween the release of Barabbas or this 
blasphemer. They chose Barabbas. Thou 
asked then, “What shall I do with 
Jesus?” They told thee what to do. We 
demand thee deliver him to us! 


Pilate (yieldingly) 

I do not find him worthy of death. 
Annas 

Deliver him! 


Caiaphas 
Aye, Pilate. Or else the synagogue will 
send a delegate to Herod. There’ll be 
an end of thee! 


Pilate (annoyed) 
You hate me, priests, and make no con- 
cealment of it! The slightest pretense 
would give you leave to set yourselves 
in my place and drive me from the pro- 


vince. Then Herod—then Caesar—until 
all Rome would be under you! 


Caiaphas (smiling) 
What wilt thou do with Jesus, Roman? 


Pilate 
Beneath this cloak of religion which 
you wear so well are plots enough which 
threaten Roman rule. Do not think I 
am blind, priests! 


Caiaphas 
What wilt thou do with Jesus, Pilate? 


Pilate 
You talk of sending a delegate to Herod! 
Some day I will tell him of your con- 
spiracies! Truth is, Caesar would crush 
you quickly enough but for your crafti- 
ness and the craft of your Sanhedrin! 


Caiaphas 
What wilt thou do with Jesus? 


Pilate 
I give him to you! But I wash my 
hands of the matter! His blood be upon 
thee! 


Caiaphas (smiling) 


And Jehovah’s blessing on thee, Illus- 
trious Roman. 


Annas 
Bring forth the Nazarene! 


(The curtain is drawn. The 
Chronicler appears and reads 
with the organ background) 


Chronicler 
Deep in the past lies all we’ve seen 
Of what occurred or might have been; 
The tragedy that quickly rose 
Against the shadow of the cross. 


Without remorse no mortal reads 
The pages of those woeful deeds; 
Rebukes the ages of the past, 

Or holds the God in man was lost. 


Heed! You who would the past allay, 
We write the pages of today! 

We, who exalt religion’s light, 

Let us beware what “ifs” we write! 


While we condemn a Pilate’s plan, 
Within ourselves may find the man. 
Rebuke a Judas for his ill, 

But to the silver bend our will. 


Cold, damp, and dark, religion’s path 
Is not the fruit of aftermath— 

The deepest cavern-ways of sin, 

The silent “if” of “might have been.” 


Still sounds the Tempter’s “Sell! Deny!” 
And Judas whispers, “Here am I.” 

How light the urge that bids me see, 
A Pilate reappear in me. 


The “if” of Peter when he sought 
His Master’s side but knew him not; 
Of that Centurion who too late 
Flung his belief at heaven’s gate. 


Of countless others who denied 

The Galilean when he died; 

The “ifs” of thorns and blood and grief, 
Are found within my unbelief! 


Let us awake who bear Christ’s name, 
No “ifs” are in his hallowed plan; 

No “might have been” or vague regret, 
For those who turn from Olivet! 


(Music is heard. The curtains 
part and a vested choir sings a 
triumphant choral. The Chron- 
icler, near the close of the song, 
bids the audience rise. A bene- 
diction is spoken! A gloria is 
sung). 

THE END 

Copyright 1936 
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